TĀRĪKH

Class 9

QIṢAṢ AL-ANBIYĀʾ
Learning objectives
1. The family tree of Nabī
Ibrāhīm [A] and his sons
Ismāʿīl and Isḥāq
2. The origins of the city of
Makkah
3. The dream of Nabī Ibrāhīm [A] sacrificing his
son Nabī Ismāʿīl [A].

Nabī Ismāʿīl [A]
Nabī Ibrāhīm was one of the greatest Prophets of Allāh [SWT]. He
was exiled from his hometown by the king Namrūd after breaking
the idols. He left with his wife Sārah and his nephew Nabī Lūṭ and
settled in Palestine.
Nabī Ibrāhīm and Lady Sārah were not blessed with any children for
many years. Nabī Ibrāhīm then married another woman called Lady
Hājar, and they were blessed with a son called Ismāʿīl.
After the birth of Nabī Ismāʿīl, Allāh [SWT] also blessed Lady Sārah
with a son called Isḥāq. Both Ismāʿīl and Isḥāq became Prophets.
Nabī Ibrāhīm

Lady Sārah

Lady Hājar

Nabī Isḥāq

Nabī Ismāʿīl

Nabī Mūsā
Nabī ʿĪsā

Rasūl Allāh
[S]

After the birth of Nabī Ismāʿīl, Allāh [SWT] commanded Nabī Ibrāhīm to take his wife Hājar and her baby Ismāʿīl to the desert of Makkah and leave them there alone. In those days, Makkah was a dry
desert valley between the hills of Ṣafā and Marwah. No one lived
there because there was no water available.
Hājar began running between the hills of Ṣafā and Marwah in
search of water for her baby but couldn’t find any water or anyone
to help her. Then a miracle happened. A spring of water started
gushing out of the ground at Ismāʿīl’s feet. Hājar was very surprised
and happy to see this, and called the spring zam zam. As people
came to know about this spring of fresh water, they started settling
around it, and Makkah started growing into a big town.

Activity
Recite verses 19:54-55
and read their translation.
What is the name of this
sūrah?
What is Allāh [SWT] telling
us in these two verses?

The dream of Nabī Ibrāhīm [A]
One night, when Nabī Ibrāhīm was in Makkah, he had a dream in
which Allāh [SWT] commanded him to sacrifice his son Ismāʿīl. This
dream repeated for three nights, giving Nabī Ibrāhīm the message
that it was a true command and a test from Allāh [SWT]. He loved
his son Ismāʿīl very much, and wanted to protect him, but he loved
Allāh [SWT] more than anyone and anything else in the world.
Nabī Ibrāhīm called his son Ismāʿīl and said to him:

ۚك فَانْظُْر َماذَا تَ َر ٰى
َ َق
َ ال يَا بُنَ َّي إِنِّي أ ََر ٰى فِي ال َْمنَ ِام أَنِّي أَ ْذبَ ُح
"My son! I see in a dream that I am sacrificing you.
What do you think?"

Ismāʿīl replied:

ِ ال يا أَب
ِ َّ ت افْ َعل َما تُ ْؤَمرۚ َستَ ِج ُدنِي إِ ْن َشاء اللَّهُ ِمن
ين
َ َ َ َق
َ الصاب ِر
َ
َ
ْ
ُ

"Father! Do whatever you have been commanded. If Allāh wishes,
you will find me to be patient." [37:102]
Nabī Ibrāhīm [A] was very proud of his son. He took him to a place
on the outskirts of Makkah called Minā to make the sacrifice. He
put his son on the ground, and tied a cloth around his eyes to
blindfold himself so he wouldn’t have to see his son die.
Allāh [SWT] was very pleased with both of them for their obedience and complete faith in Him. He told Nabī Ibrāhīm not to sacrifice his son, as this was just a test. He told him to sacrifice a sheep
instead. He said to Nabī Ibrāhīm [A]:

ِ ِ
ِِ
ين
ُّ ْت
َ ِالرْؤيَاۚ إِنَّا َك َٰذل
َ ص َّدق
َ يم قَ ْد
َ ك نَ ْج ِزي ال ُْم ْحسن
ُ يَا إبْ َراه
ِ
ين َوفَ َديْ نَاهُ بِ ِذبْ ٍح َع ِظي ٍم
ُ إِ َّن َٰه َذا لَ ُه َو الْبَ ََلءُ ال ُْمب

"O Ibrāhīm! You have indeed fulfilled the dream!
Thus do We reward the virtuous! This was a clear test.
Then We ransomed him with a great sacrifice." [37: 104-107]

Summary questions
1. Who are the parents of Nabī Ismāʿīl?
2. Who are the parents of Nabī Isḥāq?
3. What is zam zam?
4. How did Allāh [SWT] communicate with Nabī Ibrāhīm when He
wanted to command him to sacrifice his son?
5. What did Nabī Ismāʿīl say when his father narrated his dream to
him?

Did you know?
On the way to Minā
to sacrifice Nabī Ismāʿīl [A],
Shayṭān tried to stop Nabī
Ibrāhīm [A] by telling him
the dream was not from
Allāh [SWT]. Nabī Ibrāhīm
[A] threw stones at Shayṭān
and told him to go away.
Shayṭān came back one
again and tried to convince
Nabī Ibrāhīm [A] that his
dream was wrong. Again,
Nabī Ibrāhīm [A] threw
stones at him and told him
to go away. Shayṭān tried
again, Nabī Ibrāhīm [A]
threw stones at him again.
Nabī Ibrāhīm [A] had complete faith in Allāh [SWT].
When we go for ḥajj, we
emulate this act by throwing pebbles at the three
pillars symbolising
Shayṭān. Through this act,
we reflect on Shayṭān’s
influence on our lives and
try to overcome it.

Key points
1) Nabī Ibrāhīm had
two sons: Nabī Ismāʿīl and
Nabī Isḥāq. Rasūl Allāh [S]
is a descendent of Nabī
Ismāʿīl.
2) Allāh [SWT] tested Nabī
Ibrāhīm by commanding
him to leave his wife Hājar
and his baby Ismāʿīl in the
desert in Makkah.
3) Allāh [SWT] also tested
them by commanding Nabī
Ibrāhīm to sacrifice his son
Ismāʿīl.

QIṢAṢ AL-ANBIYĀʾ
Learning objectives
1. Nabī Ibrāhīm and Lady
Sārah are blessed with a
child in old age
2. Nabī Yaʿqūb was the
grandson of Nabī Ibrāhīm through his son
Isḥāq.
3. Nabī Yaʿqūb was also
known as Isrāʾīl. His descendants are the Banū
Isrāʾīl.

Nabī Ibrāhīm

Nabī Isḥāq

Nabī Isḥāq [A] and Nabī Yaʿqūb [A]
Nabī Ibrāhīm [A] and his wife Sārah had been married for many
years but did not have any children. Then, in their old age, Allāh
[SWT] gave Lady Sārah the good news that she was going to have a
son as well as a grandson. She was surprised to hear this as she and
her husband Nabī Ibrāhīm [A] were both old. However, this was
easy for Allāh [SWT]. He does what He wills, and so He blessed
them with Nabī Isḥāq [A].
Nabī Ishāq [A] was Nabī Ibrāhīm’s younger son. Therefore, Nabī
Ishāq [A] and Nabī Ismā’il [A] were brothers but from different
mothers. Nabī Ishāq [A] was also a very special boy and he grew up
and became a great prophet of Allāh [SWT].
Nabī Ishāq [A] had a son who was also a Prophet of Allāh [SWT]. His
name was Nabī Yaʿqūb [A].
Allāh [SWT] says in the Qurʿān:

ِ
ِ ِ َ واذْ ُكر ِعب
ِ
صا ِر
َ ْوب أُولي ْاْلَيْدي َو ْاْلَب
َ يم َوإِ ْس َحا َق َويَ ْع ُق
َ ْ َ
َ ادنَا إبْ َراه

Nabī Yaʿqūb

And remember Our servants Ibrāhīm (Abraham), Isḥāq (Isaac)
and Yaʿqūb (Jacob), men of strength and insight. [38:45]

Nabī Yūsuf

Nabī Yaʿqūb [A] was also known as Isrāʾīl. His descendants are
known as the Banū Isrāʾīl (the children of Isrāʾīl). He had twelve
sons. The youngest of them was Nabī Yūsuf [A]. All these great
Prophets of Allāh [SWT] were sent with the same mission: to guide
people to the right path. Allāh [SWT] says in the Qurʿān:

Nabī Mūsā
Nabī ʿĪsā

ِ ِ ص ٰى بِها إِب ر ِاه
وب
ُ يم بَنيه َويَ ْع ُق
ُ َ ْ َ َّ َوَو
ِّين فَ ََل تَ ُموتُ َّن إََِّّل َوأَنْ تُ ْم ُم ْسلِ ُمو َن
ْ َيَا بَنِ َّي إِ َّن اللَّه
َ اصطََف ٰى لَ ُك ُم الد

Ibrāhīm said to his children, and so did Yaʿqūb,
‘My children! Allāh has indeed chosen this religion for you;
so never die except as muslims (those who submit to Allāh)." [2:132]

Activity
Recite verses
11: 69 - 73
and read their translation.
What 3 lessons can we
learn from these verses?

Nabī Yūsuf’s dream

Did you know?

Nabī Yūsuf [A] was one of the youngest son of Nabī Yaʿqūb [A]. StoNabī Yaʿqūb had 12
ries from his life are some of the most important ones in the
sons, but they were from
Qurʿān, as they contain great lessons for us. Allāh [SWT] says in
different mothers. The two
Sūrah Yūsuf:
youngest ones were Yūsuf
ِلسائِل
ِات ل
ِِف وإِ ْخوت
ِلََق ْد َكا َن ف
ين
آي
ه
وس
ي
ي
َّ
ٌ
َ
َ
ُ
ُ
(Joseph) and Benjamin.
َ
َ َ
In Yūsuf and his brothers
They were from the same
there are certainly signs for the seekers. [12:7]
mother.
One day, when Nabī Yūsuf was still a young boy, he saw in his
dream that eleven stars, the sun and the moon were doing sajdah
to him. He narrated this unusual dream to his father, who told him
not to narrate it to his brothers, as they would get jealous of him.

ِ ف ِْلَبِ ِيه يا أَب
َّ ش َر َك ْوَكبًا َو
س
َ َإِ ْذ ق
َ َح َد َع
ُ وس
ُ ْت إِنِّي َرأَي
َتأ
َ َ
ُ ُال ي
َ الش ْم
ِ
ِِ
ين
َ َوالْ َق َم َر َرأَيْ تُ ُه ْم لي َساجد

When Yūsuf said to his father, ‘Father! I saw eleven stars, the sun
and the moon: I saw them prostrating themselves before me."

ك َك ْي ًداۚ إِ َّن
َ َق
َ َص ُرْؤي
َ َك فَ يَ ِكي ُدوا ل
َ ِاك َعلَ ٰى إِ ْخ َوت
ْ ص
ُ ال يَا بُنَ َّي ََّل تَ ْق
ِ ْالش ْيطَا َن لِ ِْْلن
َّ
ين
ٌ ِسان َع ُد ٌّو ُمب
َ
He (Yaʿqūb) said, ‘My son, do not recount your dream to your
brothers, lest they should devise schemes against you.
Satan is indeed man’s clear enemy. [12:4-5]

Nabī Yūsuf’s brothers were jealous of him because they knew that
he was special, and thought that their father loved him more than
he loved them. They therefore plotted to get rid of him from the
family.
Key points
ِ
1) Nabī Ibrāhīm [A]
ٌصبَة
ُّ َح
ُ وس
ُ ف َوأ
ْ ُب إِلَ ٰى أَبِينَا منَّا َونَ ْح ُن ع
َ َخوهُ أ
ُ ُإِ ْذ قَالُوا لَي
and Lady Sārah were
ِ
ِ
َّ
blessed with a son in old
ض ََل ٍل ُمبِي ٍن
ي
ف
ل
ا
ن
ا
َب
أ
ن
إ
َ َ ََ
age. He was Nabī Isḥāq [A].
When (the brothers of Yūsuf) said, ‘Surely Yūsuf and his brother are
dearer to our father than the rest of us, though we are a hardy
2) Nabī Yaʿqūb [A] was the
group. Our father is indeed in manifest error." [12:8]
son of Nabī Isḥāq [A]. He
was also known as Isrāʾīl,
Summary questions
and his descendants were
1. Why was Lady Sārah surprised when she was given the good called Banū Isrāʾīl (The children of Isrāʾīl).
news that she was going to have a son?
2. Who was Isrāʾīl?
3. Name any four prophets who came from the progeny of Nabī 3) Nabī Yūsuf [A] was one
of the youngest of 12 sons
Isḥāq.
of Nabī Yaʿqūb [A].
4. Why were Nabī Yūsuf’s brothers jealous of him?

QIṢAṢ AL-ANBIYĀʾ
Learning objectives
1. Nabī Yūsuf [A]’s brothers
throw him into a well
2. He is rescued and sold as
a slave in Egypt
3. He becomes the minister
of Egypt
4. He is reunited with his
family

Nabī Yūsuf [A] is thrown into a well
Nabī Yūsuf [A]’s brothers were very jealous of him and wanted to
get rid of him. One day, they told their father Nabī Yaʿqūb [A], "Why
don’t you let Yūsuf come with us? Let him come with us to the fields
tomorrow to eat lots of fruit and play. We promise we will take
good care of him."
Nabī Yaʿqūb [A] didn’t want to
part with Yūsuf but the brothers
insisted so finally he allowed his
sons to take their little brother
out with them. Once they were
far away from home, they threw
him into a well.
Allāh [SWT] then revealed to Nabī Yūsuf [A] that He would save
him, and one day he would meet his brothers again, but they would
not recognise him.
Nabī Yūsuf [A]’s brothers put the blood of an animal on his shirt and
went home pretending to be weeping. They told their father that a
big wolf had attacked them and eaten Yūsuf. Nabī Yaʿqūb [A] knew
his sons were lying and prayed to Allāh [SWT] to help his son Yūsuf
and to look after him.
A caravan travelling to Egypt
stopped by the well to get water. When they pulled out their
bucket from the well, they
were surprised to see a little
boy holding on to it. They took
him to Egypt and sold him for a
few dirhams in the slave market. The Egyptian governor
bought Nabī Yūsuf [A] and said to his wife, keep him well. Maybe he
will be of use to us, or we may adopt him as a son.

Activity
Recite verse
12:101 and read its
translation.
What lessons do we learn
from this verse?

Nabī Yūsuf [A] grew up into a handsome young man, and the governor’s wife wanted to have an affair with him. However, he was God
-fearing and did not accept her proposal. She therefore made a
false accusation against him and he was put in prison.
One day, the King of Egypt had a strange dream. He dreamt there
were seven fat cows eating grass and then seven thin cows came
and ate up the seven fat cows. He did not understand the meaning
of this dream and asked his courtiers for an interpretation.

Nabī Yūsuf [A] becomes a minister

Did you know?

One of the king’s servants remembered Nabī Yūsuf, who was in
prison, could interpret dreams. Nabī Yūsuf [A] was brought to the
king and asked to interpret the dream. He said, there will be seven
good years in Egypt when there will be a lot of food and water for
all to enjoy. Thereafter there will be seven years of famine when
there will be no food and people will suffer.

Nabī Yaʿqūb [A] had
lost his eyesight due to
constant weeping for his
lost son Yūsuf. When Nabī
Yūsuf [A] met his brothers
in Egypt and came to know
that his father had become
blind, he sent his shirt with
them and told them to rub
it over their father’s eyes
and he would be miraculously cured.

Nabī Yūsuf [A] advised the King to save part of the harvest every
year over the seven good years so that when there were no crops
in the following seven years, they would not be hungry. The King
was impressed with Nabī Yūsuf [A]’s knowledge and wisdom and
made him in charge of the storage of all wheat in Egypt. When the
governor of Egypt died, the King made Nabī Yūsuf [A] the new governor.
During the seven dry years, there were no crops and everyone
came to Egypt to buy food. One day, the brothers of Nabī Yūsuf [A]
came to Egypt to buy wheat. They did not know that the governor
was their brother Yūsuf. When they found out, they were very
scared and ashamed of how they had treated him, and begged him
to forgive them. Nabī Yūsuf [A] forgave them and asked them to
bring their father Nabī Yaʿqūb [A] to Egypt, and the family was reunited once again.
And he seated his parents high upon the
throne, and they fell down prostrate before him. He said, ‘Father! This is the fulfilment of my dream of long ago, which
my Lord has made come true. He was certainly gracious to me when He brought
me out of the prison and brought you
over from the desert after that Satan had
incited ill feeling between me and my
brothers. Indeed my Lord is all-attentive
in bringing about what He wishes. Indeed
He is the All-knowing, the Allwise." [12:100]

Summary questions
1. Why did Nabī Yūsuf [A]’s brothers throw him into the well?
2. How did Nabī Yūsuf [A] end up in Egypt?
3. Why was Nabī Yūsuf [A] imprisoned in Egypt?
4. Why did the king release Nabī Yūsuf [A] from prison and make
him governor?
5. Why did Nabī Yūsuf [A]’s brothers come to Egypt?

Key points
1) Nabī Yūsuf [A] was
thrown into a well by
his brothers. A passing
caravan found him and
took him to Egypt where he
was sold as a slave. The
governor bought him.
2) When he was older, the
governor’s wife wanted to
have an affair with him but
he refused. He was therefore wrongly accused and
put in prison.
3) The king of Egypt had an
unusual dream and Nabī
Yūsuf [A] was able to interpret it. The king released
him from prison and made
him governor.
4) He was then reunited
with his family when they
came to Egypt to buy
wheat.

RASŪL ALLĀH [S]
Learning objectives
1. The Quraysh broke the
terms of the
Ḥudaybiyyah treaty
2. This gave Rasūl Allāh [S]
the opportunity to conquer Makkah
3. Rasūl Allāh [S] and Imām
ʿAlī [A] broke the idols
inside and around the
Kaʿbah

The Quraysh break the terms of the Ḥudaybiyya treaty
About two years after signing the Treaty of Ḥudaybiyyah, the
Quraysh of Makkah broke the terms of the treaty and asked one of
their allies to attack Banū Khuzāʿah, an ally of the Muslims. This
made Rasūl Allāh [S] and the Muslims very angry and they decided
to avenge the Banū Khuzāʿah.
When the Quraysh heard of this, they realized what they had done
was not to their advantage and asked Abū Sufyān to go to Madina
to convince Rasūl Allāh [S] that they were not to blame for what
had happened to the Banū Khuzāʿah.

Abū Sufyān went to meet Rasūl Allāh [S] and talked about strengthening the bond of peace
between the Muslims and the Quraysh, as if their actions against the allies did not matter. Rasūl
Allāh [S] remained silent, showing Abū Sufyān that he did not care for the proposal at all.
Abū Sufyān realised that his mission had failed. He returned to Makkah to warn the Quraysh that
the Muslims might attack them. Rasūl Allāh [S] on the other hand decided to use this opportunity
to free Makkah of idolatry once and for all. However, he wanted to do this with as little bloodshed as possible, so he planned to move swiftly and secretly to Makkah with a huge army. He
hoped that when the Makkans saw the powerful army, they would lose heart and not fight.
With this plan, Rasūl Allāh [S] left Madina with an
army of 10,000 Muslims and marched towards Makkah. They stopped and camped at Juʿfah, just outside
Makkah. The Makkan Quraysh were of course not
prepared for this and were shocked when they suddenly saw the hills around Makkah light up in the evening with hundreds of fires from the Muslim camp.
Abū Sufyān, accompanied by Rasūl Allāh’s uncle
ʿAbbās ibn ʿAbd al-Muṭṭalib, came to the Muslim army
to investigate further. When Rasūl Allāh [S] saw Abū
Sufyān, he asked him, Has the time not come for you
to accept that there is no god but Allāh? Abū Sufyān was not willing to give up his belief in idols.
Seeing him hesitate, Rasūl Allāh [S]’s uncle ʿAbbās warned him that if he went to war, he would
not win and may lose his life.

Activity
In small groups,
Discuss the plan and
strategies Rasūl Allāh [S]
used to regain control over
Makkah in a peaceful way.

Abū Sufyān then recited the kalimah and accepted Islam, but it was
obvious that he did so only to save himself. He had no love for
Islam. Rasūl Allāh [S] was well aware of Abū Sufyān’s intentions, but
he accepted his conversion because Abū Sufyān was the leader of
the Makkans and his professing Islam would save the lives of many
and free Makkah from idol worship without any fighting or bloodshed.

The fall of Makkah

Did you know?

To encourage the Makkans not to resist the Muslims, Rasūl Allāh Following the conquest of
[S] declared that any Makkan who puts down his weapons and Makkah, Rasūl Allāh [S] left
takes refuge in the Kaʿbah or in Abū Sufyān’s house would be safe. for Madina after having
stayed in Makkah for only
Rasūl Allāh [S] entered the city of Makkah with great dignity riding 15 days. Even though he
on his camel named al-Qaṣwāʾ. Nobody stood to oppose him. He was from Makkah, he kept
stopped at the side of the grave of his uncle Abū Ṭālib and pitched Madina as his capital.
his tent there.
He appointed a guide to
Each unit of the Muslim army entered the city through different educate and instruct the
gates. Soon, the entire city of Makkah surrendered to the Muslims. people and entrusted the
The Makkans were terrified because they used to torture and har- administration of the city,
ass Rasūl Allāh [S] and had even tried to assassinate. Rasūl Allāh [S] as well as the duty of leadwon the hearts of the Makkans by saying that he would take no ing prayers in the masjid, to
a pious Muslim from
revenge for their past actions, and that they were all free.
Madina.
Rasūl Allāh [S] then mounted his camel and began performing
ṭawāf of the Kaʿbah. Every time he passed by an idol, he pushed it
with his stick and it fell down and broke into pieces. As he broke
the idols, Rasūl Allāh [S] recited the verse of Qurʾān:

ِ اطل إِ َّن الْب
ِ
اط َل َكا َن َزُهوقًا
َ
َ اء ال
َ َوقُ ْل َج
ُ َْح ُّق َوَزَه َق الْب

And say, “The truth has come, and falsehood has
vanished. Indeed falsehood is bound to vanish.” [17:81]

Key points

1) The Quraysh broke
the Ḥudaybiyyah treaty by
asking one of their allies to
Rasūl Allāh [S] then entered the Kaʿbah and threw out all the idols. attack Banū Khuzāʿah, an
Some of the idols were placed high up, so he asked Imām ʿAlī [A] to ally of the Muslims.
stand on his shoulders and pull the idols down.
2) Rasūl Allāh [S] took this
At Ẓuhr time, Rasūl Allāh [S] asked Bilāl to call the adhān. Rasūl Al- opportunity to take a large
lāh [S] then led the ṣalāh and delivered a sermon reminding people army of Muslims to Makthe message of Islam. All the Makkans then offered their allegiance kah and cleanse it of idolatry with as little bloodshed
to Rasūl Allāh [S].
as possible.

Summary questions
1.
2.
3.

4.

How did the Quraysh violate the treaty of Ḥudaybiyya?
Why did Rasūl Allāh [S] take a large army of Muslims to Makkah?
Why did Rasūl Allāh [S] accept Abū Sufyān’s conversion to
Islam even though he knew that Abū Sufyān did not intend
believe in Islam?
What did Rasūl Allāh [S] do to ensure that Makkah was
cleansed of idolatry with as little bloodshed as possible?

3) When the Makkans saw
the powerful army of the
Muslims, they surrendered
without any fighting.
4) Rasūl Allāh [S] threw all
the idols out of the Kaʿbah
with the help of Imām ʿAlī
[A]. Makkah was finally under the control of Islam.

RASŪL ALLĀH [S]
Learning objectives
1. Why did the Muslims
have to fight the battle of
Ḥunayn?
2. Why did Rasūl Allāh [S]
travel to Tabūk?

The battle of Ḥunayn
The news of the fall of Makkah created great surprise and disturbance among the surrounding tribes. Some of the tribes living
around Makkah decided to join hands and fight the Muslims. Rasūl
Allāh [S] learnt of their intentions and decided to march on towards
them with a huge force of 12,000 Muslims.
The enemies knew they could not fight such a large Muslim army
but they also knew that at Ḥunayn, the Muslims will have to pass
through a narrow mountain pass and so they decided to use this to
their advantage. As the Muslims came to the mountain pass, they
were forced to go through it in small numbers because it was very
narrow.
The Muslims were proud of their large number and thought no one
could defeat them, so they were careless. As soon as they entered
the pass, the enemy attacked them from above the mountain cliffs
and showered them with stones and arrows. Thereafter, a special
group of skilled soldiers came down the mountain side and attacked the Muslims with their swords. The sudden attack broke up
the Muslim ranks and they lost their courage. Many of them began
fleeing from the battle despite Rasūl Allāh [S]’s command to fight.
Allāh [SWT] mentions this battle in the Qurʾān:

ِ لََق ْد نَصرُكم اللَّه فِي مو
اط َن َكثِ َيرةٍ َويَ ْوَم ُحنَ ْي ٍن إِ ْذ أَ ْع َجبَْت ُك ْم َكثْ َرتُ ُك ْم فَ لَ ْم
ََ ُ ُ ََ
ِ
َّ
ين
ْ َض بِ َما َر ُحب
ْ َضاق
َ تُ ْغ ِن َع ْن ُك ْم َش ْيئًا َو
ُ ت َعلَْي ُك ْم اْل َْر
َ ت ثُ َّم َول ْيتُ ْم ُم ْدب ِر
Allāh has certainly helped you in many situations, and on the day of
Ḥunayn, when your great number impressed you, but it did not help
you in any way, and the earth became narrow for you in spite of its
expanse, whereupon you turned your backs to flee. [9:25]

Activity
Discuss why the
Muslims initially suffered
a loss at Ḥunayn even
though they were very
powerful.

The enemy made Rasūl Allāh [S] their main target. When Imām ʿAlī
[A] realised their intention, he stood next to Rasūl Allāh [S] to protect him and the enemy could not overcome him. Imām ʿAlī [A] continued attacking the enemy until
he had killed many of them. Seeing this, the Muslims regained
their courage and returned to
the battlefield.
Despite the
initial setback, the Muslims won
the Battle of Ḥunayn and their
enemies fled, leaving behind a
large amount of war booty.

Rasūl Allāh [S]’s expedition to Tabūk

Did you know?

When the Romans heard of the fall of Makkah, they thought the
Muslims would attack them next, so they sent an army of 4,000
men to Syria. The army camped at Tabūk, outside Damascus, awaiting further orders on when to attack the Muslims.

On the way back from
Tabūk, Rasūl Allāh [S]
passed the valley of
ʿUqbah. It was night time
and Ḥudhayfah ibn alYamān and ʿAmmār ibn
Yāsir were with him. Some
hypocrites amongst the
Muslims plotted to frighten
Rasūl Allāh’s camel so that
it would throw him off its
back and down the cliff.
Just then, lightning struck
and Rasūl Allāh [S] and
Ḥudhayfah saw some people waiting to ambush
them. When they realised
they had been seen, the
hypocrites ran away. Rasūl
Allāh [S] told Ḥudhayfah
the identity of each one of
them but asked him never
to reveal this to anyone.
From that day onwards,
Ḥudhayfah came to be
known as "The Keeper of
Rasūl Allāh’s Secret".

Trade caravans returning from Syria informed Rasūl Allāh [S] that
the Romans were gathering an army. Rasūl Allāh [S] raised an army
of 30,000 Muslims to defend the Islamic state. At that time it was
extremely hot in Madina. A hypocrite tribal leader called ʿAbd Allāh
ibn Ubayy started weakening the spirit of some Muslims by warning them of the great strength of the enemy and the difficulty of
marching the long distance to Tabūk in the terrible heat. He managed to change the minds of some members of his own tribe.
The following verse of the Qurʾān was revealed at this time:

ِ ِِ ِ
ِ ف ر ُس
ول اللَّ ِه َوَك ِرُهوا
َ َ َح ال ُْم َخلَّ ُفو َن ب َم ْق َعده ْم خَل
َ فَ ِر
ِ أَ ْن يج
ِ ِاه ُدوا بِأ َْم َوالِ ِه ْم َوأَن ُف ِس ِه ْم فِي َسب
يل اللَّ ِه
َُ
ِ ِ
َّم أَ َش ُّد َح ًّرا لَ ْو َكانُوا يَ ْف َق ُهو َن
َ َوقَالُوا َّلَ تَنف ُروا في ال
ُ َْح ِّر قُ ْل ن
َ ار َج َهن

Those who disobeyed Rasūl Allāh and were happy to stay back and
were reluctant to do jihād with their possessions and lives in the
way of Allāh, and they said, ‘Do not go forth in this heat." Say,
‘the fire of hell is even hotter’, should they understand. [9:81]

The Muslim army’s journey to Tabūk was filled with difficulties and
the weather was extremely hot. At one point they ran out of water.
Allāh [SWT] sent a rain shower that brought relief to them. Finally,
they reached Tabūk but the Romans had retreated when they re- Key points
ceived news of the size and strength of the Muslim forces. Rasūl 1) After the fall of
Allāh [S] stayed in Tabūk for 20 days before returning to Madina.
Makkah, the tribes
As a result of this expedition, Rasūl Allāh [S] managed to get most living around Makkah deof the surrounding chiefs to accept Islam while the others agreed cided to join forces and atto pay tax to the Muslim state in return for protection. Further- tack the Muslims. This led
more, the Romans changed their mind about ever attacking Muslim to the battle of Ḥunayn.
territories after having seen the might of the Muslim army.

Summary questions
1. What were the reasons that led to the battle of Ḥunayn?
2. Why did the Muslims initially suffer a loss at Ḥunayn even
though they were very powerful?
3. Why did the Romans decide to attack the Muslims?
4. Why did some Muslims refuse to join Rasūl Allāh [S]’s army to
Tabūk?

2) The Romans also felt
threatened by the Muslims
and sent an army to fight
them. The army camped at
Tabūk, but retreated when
they heard of the size and
strength of the Muslim
army.

RASŪL ALLĀH [S]
Learning objectives
1. What is the event of
Mubāhilah?
2. Why does it hold special
significance in the history of Islam?

Rasūl Allāh [S] invited the Christians of Najrān to Islam
After Islam had been firmly established in Madina, Rasūl Allāh [S]
sent letters inviting different nations and groups to join Islam. One
of the groups invited were the Christians of Najrān. Najrān was one
of the main Christian centres in Arabia at the time.

When the Bishop of Najrān received Rasūl Allāh [S]’s letter, he realized that it was a message from someone special. Whereas most Arabs worshipped idols, Rasūl
Allāh [S]’s invitation was to worship only One God – Allāh [SWT] – and not to associate anyone
with Him, and the message he was preaching was the same message that all the previous anbiyāʾ
had preached.
The Christians decided to form a delegation and
come to Madina to see for themselves if the claim of
Rasūl Allāh [S] was true.
When they first entered the Masjid of Rasūl Allāh [S],
they asked to pray and Rasūl Allāh [S] allowed them
to pray in the Masjid. Thereafter they began discussing with Rasūl Allāh [S] and asked questions relating
to Nabī ʿĪsā whom they regarded as the son of God.
Rasūl Allāh [S] recited the following verse:

ِ اب تَ عالَوا إِلَى َكلِم ٍة سو ٍاء ب ي نَ نَا وب ي نَ ُكم أََّلَّ نَ ْعب َد إَِّلَّ اللَّهَ وَّلَ نُ ْش ِر َك بِ ِه َشيئًا وَّلَ ي ت
ِ
َّخ َذ
ُ
َ َ ْ
ْ َ ِ َقُ ْل يَا أ َْه َل الْكت
ْ َْ َ َْ َ َ َ
َ
ِ ضا أَربابا ِمن ُد
ون اللَّ ِه فَِإ ْن تَ َولَّْوا فَ ُقولُوا ا ْش َه ُدوا بِأَنَّا ُم ْسلِ ُمو َن
ُ بَ ْع
ْ ً َْ ً ضنَا بَ ْع

Say, ‘O People of the Book! Come to a word common between us and you: that we will worship no
one but Allāh, and that we will not ascribe any partner to Him, and that we will not take each
other as lords besides Allāh." But if they turn away, say, ‘Be witnesses that we are
muslims." [3:64]
The Christians argued that they already believed in God. Rasūl Allāh [S] told them that some of
their beliefs were against the teachings of God, such as the belief in trinity. He answered all their
questions but they continued arguing with him for several days without reaching any conclusion.
Finally, Allāh [SWT] revealed the following verse:

Activity
Recite verse 3:59
and read its translation.
How did Rasūl Allāh [S] explain to the Christians that
Nabī ʿĪsā [A] was not the
son of God?

ِ ِ ك فِ ِيه ِمن ب ْع ِد ما ج
اءنَا
َّ فَ َم ْن َح
َ اج
َ َاء َك م ْن الْعل ِْم فَ ُق ْل تَ َعالَ ْوا نَ ْدعُ أَبْ ن
ََ َ َْ
ِ
ِ
َس ُك ْم ثُ َّم نَ ْبتَ ِه ْل فَ نَ ْج َع ْل لَ ْعنَة
َس
َ سنَا َوأَنْ ُف
َ اء ُك ْم َوأَنْ ُف
َ اءنَا َون
َ اء ُك ْم َون
َس
َ ََوأَبْ ن
ِ
ِِ
ين
َ اللَّه َعلَى الْ َكاذب

Should anyone argue with you concerning him (Nabī ʿĪsā), after the
knowledge that has come to you, say, ‘Come! Let us call our sons
and your sons, our women and your women, our souls and your
souls, then let us pray and call Allāh’s curse upon the liars." [3:61]

The Mubāhilah with the Christians

Did you know?

Rasūl Allāh [S] presented this āyah to the Christians and they asked
for some time to think about it. After consulting each other, they accepted the challenge of
Mubāhilah with Rasūl Allāh [S].

Imām ʿAlī [A] earned the
title of being the nafs of
Rasūl Allāh [S] after the
event of Mubāhilah.

On the 24th of Dhūʾl-Ḥijjah, in the desert outside Madina, the Christians of Najran came
out for Mubāhilah under the open sky.
Rasūl Allāh [S] brought his daughter Fāṭimah
[A], Imām ʿAlī [A], and his grandsons al-Ḥasan
and al-Ḥusayn [A]. He did not bring anyone
else with him, showing the special position of the four special people he had brought with him.
Rasūl Allāh [S] said to them, "when I raise my hand and ask Allāh to
descend his curse on the liars, you should all say Amen".
When the Christians saw Rasūl Allāh [S] and his family, one of them
said, "By God, I am seeing such faces that if they were to pray to God
to move the mountain from its place, God would move the mountain
for them. O you people of Najrān, if you engage in Mubāhilah with
Muḥammad then I warn you that all of you will be destroyed. It Key points
1) Rasūl Allāh [S] sent
would be best not to engage in Mubāhilah with them."
a letter to the Christians of
The delegation therefore backed away and told Rasūl Allāh [S] that Najrān inviting them to
they no longer wished to engage in Mubāhilah. Rasūl Allāh [S] then Islam.
gave them two choices: either accept Islam or sign a treaty and pay 2) They decided to come to
tax to the Muslim State in exchange for protection.
Madina to meet Rasūl Allāh [S] and speak with him.
They decided to sign a treaty with Rasūl Allāh [S]. One of the condi3) Rasūl Allāh [S] weltions of the treaty was that the people of Najrān would not deal in
comed them and answered
usury (charging interest) of any sort, otherwise Rasūl Allāh [S] would
all their questions, but
not remain bound by the treaty with them.
they refused to accept him
and continued arguing.
The event of Mubāhalah is an important part of Islāmic history be4) Allāh [SWT] then recause it demonstrates the special position of the Ahl al-Bayt [A].
vealed to Rasūl Allāh [S] to
challenge them to a MubāSummary questions
hilah.
1. Why did the Christians of Najrān visit Rasūl Allāh [S] in Madina?
2. How did Rasūl Allāh [S] convince them that Nabī ʿĪsā was not the
son of God just because he was born without a father?
3. Why did Allāh [SWT] tell Rasūl Allāh [S] to challenge the Christians to a Mubāhilah?
4. Who did Rasūl Allāh [S] take with him to the Mubāhilah?

5) The Christians accepted
the challenge, but withdrew when they saw that
Rasūl Allāh [S] had brought
his Ahl al-Bayt with him.

RASŪL ALLĀH [S]
Learning objectives
1. What was the farewell
ḥajj ?
2. Why did thousands of
Muslims participate in
this ḥajj?

The farewell pilgrimage
In the month of Dhūʾl-Qaʿdah 10 AH, Rasūl Allāh [S] announced he
would be going to Makkah again to perform his first and last pilgrimage (ḥajj). This is known in Islamic history as "The Farewell
Ḥajj".
Rasūl Allāh [S] passed away just two and half months after this last
ḥajj.
As Rasūl Allāh [S] got ready to leave Madina for Makkah, thousands
of Muslims from all over Arabia joined him, many waiting outside
Madina to join him halfway. Most of the Muslims had only recently
converted to Islam and wanted to join Rasūl Allāh [S] to participate
in this great event and learn how to perform ḥajj.
This was also going to be an opportunity for Rasūl Allāh [S] to demonstrate the wājib and mustaḥab practices of ḥajj to the new Muslims, and to do away with any undesirable practices from the days
of ignorance (jāhilīyyah) when people came to Makkah for pilgrimage, trade and idol worship.
Rasūl Allāh [S] left for Makkah on 28th Dhūʾl-Qaʿadah 10 AH, taking
with him many animals for sacrifice. Just outside Madina, at the
place now called Masjid al-Shajarah, Rasūl Allāh [S] put on his
iḥrām and recited the talbiyyah. All the Muslims with him did the
same and then continued their journey to Makkah.
Imām ʿAlī [A] had been sent on a mission to Yemen by Rasūl Allāh
[S]. On his return from Yemen, he came directly to Makkah where
he joined Rasūl Allāh [S] and performed the ḥajj with him.

Activity
What similarities
can you think of between
the acts of ḥajj and the
history of Nabī Ibrāhīm [A]
and his son Nabī Ismāʿīl
[A]?

The Farewell Ḥajj

Did you know?

When Rasūl Allāh [S] got to Makkah, he entered Masjid al-Ḥarām
from the gate (bāb) of Banū Shaybah, glorifying Allāh [SWT] and
seeking blessings for his ancestor Nabī Ibrāhīm [A], who had first
established the ḥajj practices after building the Kaʿbah with the
help of his son Nabī Ismāʿīl [A].

Rasūl Allāh [S] first
led the Muslims to perform
ḥajj in 6 AH but the
Quraysh did not allow them
to enter Makkah.

Some of the rituals of ḥajj we perform today have originated from
the time of Nabī Ibrāhīm [A]. For instance, the saʿīyy (running between the hills of Ṣafā and Marwah), the symbolic stoning of
Shayṭān and slaughtering an animal for sacrifice.

In 7 AH, Rasūl Allāh [S] and
the Muslims were only allowed entry into Makkah
for 3 days to perform
ʿumrah.

Rasūl Allāh [S] then performed the tawāf, ṣalāt al-ṭawāf and saʿīyy.
On the 8th of Dhūʾl-Ḥijjah, Rasūl Allāh [S] left for Mina where he
stayed until the sunrise of 9th Dhūʾl-Ḥijjah. He then mounted his
camel and came to ʿArafah. Over 100,000 Muslims accompanied
Rasūl Allāh [S] as he performed all the ceremonies of ḥajj at
ʿArafah, Muzdalifah, Minā and Makkah.

Summary questions
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

How many ḥajj had the Prophet performed?
In which year did Rasūl Allāh [S] perform the farewell pilgrimage?
Why did thousands of Muslims join him to perform ḥajj that
year?
Why did Rasūl Allāh [S] pray to Allāh [SWT] to send blessings
on Nabī Ibrāhīm [A]?
Which practices and rituals of ḥajj have originated from the
time of Nabī Ibrāhīm [A]?

Key points
1) The farewell pilgrimage took place in Dhūʾl
-Ḥijjah 10 AH
2) It was the last ḥajj of Rasūl Allāh [S] before he
passed away in Ṣafar 11 AH
3) Thousands of Muslims
joined him for ḥajj that
year.
4) Rasūl Allāh [S] showed
the Muslims the correct
way of performing ḥajj according to Islam.

RASŪL ALLĀH [S]
Learning objectives
1. Why did Rasūl Allāh [S]
ask the Muslims to stop
at Ghadīr Khumm on
their way back from the
farewell ḥajj?
2. What did Rasūl Allāh [S]
tell the Muslims at
Ghadīr Khumm?

The event of Ghadīr Khumm
After performing his final ḥajj, Rasūl Allāh [S] departed from Makkah for the last time. On his way back to Madina, Jibrāʾīl revealed
the following verse to him:

ك َوإِ ْن لَ ْم تَ ْف َع ْل
ُ الر ُس
َّ يَا أَيُّ َها
َ ِّك ِم ْن َرب
َ ول بَلِّ ْغ َما أُن ِز َل إِلَْي
ِ ت ِرسالَتَهُ واللَّهُ ي ْع
ِ ك ِم ْن الن
َّاس
َ ص ُم
َ َ َ َ فَ َما بَلَّ ْغ
ِ
ِ
ين
َ إِ َّن اللَّهَ َّلَ يَ ْهدي الْ َق ْوَم الْ َكاف ِر

O Messenger! Communicate that which has been sent down to you
from your Lord, and if you do not, you will not have communicated
His message, and Allāh shall protect you from the people.
Indeed Allāh does not guide the faithless lot. [5:67]
Rasūl Allāh [S] therefore stopped at a place called Ghadīr Khumm
(the pond of Khumm) gave instructions for a pulpit to be made from
the saddles of horses and camels. He asked Bilāl, who had a loud
voice, to call back the people who had gone further ahead and to
attract the attention of those who were behind.
Over 100,000 Muslims gathered at Ghadīr Khumm to
listen to Rasūl Allāh [S]. It was noon time and very hot.
Rasūl Allāh [S] led the Ẓuhr ṣalāh and then stood on
the pulpit of saddles so that all the people could see
him. He then gave a sermon in which he praised and
glorified Allāh [SWT]. He declared the tenets of Islam
once again and then told people that he would be returning to Allāh [SWT] very soon. Many of the Muslims
wept in sorrow when they heard this and undoubtedly
many began thinking what would happen to the Muslims after Rasūl Allāh [S].
To ensure they would not be left without leadership and guidance,
Rasūl Allāh [S] told the people that he was leaving behind the
Qur’ān and his Ahl al-Bayt to continue guiding them. If they held on
to these two weighty things, they would never go astray.

Activity
In small groups,
draw a picture showing
the scene at Ghadīr Khumm
when Rasūl Allāh [S]
declared Imām ʿAlī [A] his
successor.

Rasūl Allāh [S] then asked the people, "do you bear witness that I
have delivered the message of Allāh to you and all the teachings
of Islam?" and they all shouted, "yes, O Messenger of Allāh!"
Then he asked them, "O people! Do I not have a greater right over
you than even you have over your own selves?" and they replied
together, "yes indeed, O Messenger of Allāh!"

Rasūl Allāh [S] declares Imām ʿAlī [A] to be his successor

Did you know?

After addressing the Muslims, Rasūl Allāh [S] called Imām ʿAlī [A]
Some of the first
onto the pulpit, raised his hand and said, "O People! Allāh is my
people to congratulate
Mawlā (Master) and I am the mawlā of the faithful. Whoever conImām ʿAlī [A] at Ghadīr
siders me to be his mawlā, then this ʿAlī is his mawlā!"
were Abū Bakr and ʿUmar.
Thereafter, Rasūl Allāh [S] told all the
ʿUmar said to Imām ʿAlī [A],
Muslims present, "let those of you who
"congratulations to you, O
are present here today take this messon of Abū Ṭālib! This day
sage back to those who are absent!"
you have become my master and the master of all
Rasūl Allāh [S] then prayed to Allāh
the muʾminīn."
[SWT], "O Allāh, love those who will
love ʿAlī and oppose those who will oppose him. Help those who help him and
defeat those who will seek to defeat
him."
When Rasūl Allāh [S] completed his sermon, Jibrāʾīl descended once
more and revealed the following verse:

ِ َّ ِالْي وم يئ
ش ْونِي الْيَ ْوَم
َ ش ْو ُه ْم َوا ْخ
َ ين َك َف ُروا ِم ْن ِدينِ ُك ْم فََلَ تَ ْخ
َ س الذ
َ َ َ َْ
ِ ْت لَ ُكم ِدينَ ُكم وأَتْممت َعلَْي ُكم نِ ْعمتِي ور
يت لَ ُك ْم ا ِإل ْسَلَ َم ِدينًا
ُ ض
َْ َ ْ
ْ ُ أَ ْك َمل
ََ َ ْ
...Today the faithless have despaired of your religion.

So do not fear them, but fear Me. Today I have perfected your
religion for you, and I have completed My blessing upon you,
and I have approved Islam as your religion.... [5:3]

Key points

1) On the way back from
the farewell ḥajj, Rasūl Allāh [S] asked all the MusA tent was then set up at Ghadīr Khumm and the Muslims came to lims to gather at a place
congratulate Imām ʿAlī [A] for his appointment as the successor of called Ghadīr Khumm.
Rasūl Allāh [S]. Thereafter the Muslims headed home.
The day of Ghadīr is one of the most important events in Islamic 2) He then gave a sermon
history and to this day, the Shīʿah of Amīr al-Muʾminīn Imām ʿAlī ibn telling the Muslims that he
Abī Ṭālib [A] throughout the world joyfully celebrate this event on would soon be leaving this
world, and was leaving bethe 18th of Dhūʾl-Ḥijjah as ʿĪd al-Ghadīr.
hind two weighty things the Qurʿān and the Ahl alBayt. Whoever holds on
Summary questions
the these two would never
1.
Why did Rasūl Allāh [S] ask the Muslims to stop at Ghadīr
go astray.
Khumm?
2.
3.
4.

What two weighty things was Rasūl Allāh [S] leaving behind
for the guidance and leadership of Muslims after his death?
What did Rasūl Allāh [S] say to the Muslims after raising
Imām ʿAlī’s hand?
Why is ʿĪd al-Ghadīr an important day for Muslims?

3) He then declared Imām
ʿAlī [A] as his successor and
the mawlā (master) of the
Muslims after him.

THE AʾIMMAH [A]
Learning objectives

Imām ʿAlī al-Riḍā [A]

1. An introduction into the Imām ʿAlī ibn Mūsā [A] is the eighth divinely-appointed Imām. His
life of Imām ʿAlī al-Riḍā
most famous title is "al-Riḍā" which means one who is content
[A].
(pleased) with Allāh [SWT]’s decree.
2. The Ḥadīth of the golden
chain.
Key facts
th
3. Imām’s martyrdom and
Birth date: 11 Dhūʾl-Qaʿdah 148 AH in Madina
burial.
Father:
Imām Mūsā al-Kāẓim [A]
Mother: Sayyidah Najma
Wafāt:
29th Ṣafar 203 AH. He was poisoned by the
Caliph Maʾmūn al-Rashīd and is buried in
Mashhad, Iran.
Imām ʿAlī al-Riḍā [A] lived in Madina most of his life until the Caliph
Maʾmūn forced him to move to Ṭūs in Khurāsān (North-East Iran
near the Russian border). Maʾmūn wanted to fool the Muslims into
believing that the Imām was supporting him. He even declared the
Imām as his successor even though Imām was much older than him.
Imām al-Riḍā [A] would often stay up all night in worship and he
would finish reciting the entire Qurʾān in three days. He also fasted
often. He would never interrupt anyone who was talking nor would
he abuse anyone. When he was with others he always sat upright
and never reclined his back on anything. He never laughed loudly
but would smile instead. When it was time to have a meal, he
would sit with his whole family including the servants and maids
and they would all share their food together.
During the time that the Imām was in Ṭūs, Maʾmūn arranged for
various debates between Imām and great scholars of different religions. He wanted to show people that the Imām was not as knowledgeable as they thought.

Activity

However, Imām al-Riḍā [A] overcame everyone who debated him,
quoting each individual’s own religious scriptures. No one was able
to match his knowledge regardless of the subject. Every traveller
who came to the capital city would go back to his town and talk
about the knowledge of Imām ʿAlī al-Riḍā [A]. This made Maʾmūn
very jealous of the Imām. He had planned to hurt the Imām’s image
but the opposite had happened. The love of people for the Imām
increased even further and became widespread.

List the complete
chain of narrators of the
Ḥadīth of the golden chain
starting from Imām
Maʾmūn poisoned the Imām and then pretended he was shocked
al-Riḍā [A] to Jibrāʾīl.
and grieved at the passing away of the Imām [A].

The Ḥadīth of the golden chain
When the Caliph Maʾmūn forced Imām ʿAlī al-Riḍā [A] to move
from Madina to Ṭūs, he asked his men to escort the Imām through
towns where there were no Shīʿah so that the Imām would not become more popular than he already was. This made no difference.
As soon as people found out that the grandson of Rasūl Allāh [S]
was passing through their town or village, they came out in large
numbers to greet him.

Did you know?
The caliph Maʾmūn al
-Rashīd poisoned Imām alRiḍā [A], and then pretended
he was deeply grieved at the
Imām’s death. He had the
Imām buried next to his own
father Hārūn al-Rashīd.

When Imām [A] stopped at a place called Nīshāpūr, thousands of
people came to visit him and asked him to relate a ḥadīth to them.
The Imām was already on his horse, leaving Nīshāpūr. He turned to
them and said, "I heard my father Imām Mūsā al-Kāẓim [A] say that
he heard his father Imām Jaʿfar al-Ṣādiq [A] say, that he heard his
father Imām al-Bāqir [A]…. (and so on until)…. Imām ʿAlī ibn Abī
Tālib [A] say, that he heard Rasūl Allāh [S] say that he heard Jibrāʾīl
say that Allāh the Mighty and Glorious has said, The testimony ‘lā
ilāha ilallāh’ is My fortress. So whoever enters My fortress will be
safe from My wrath."
Then as the horse of the Imām was about to move, he turned again
to the people and said, "But with certain conditions! And I am one
of those conditions."
In other words the Imām was telling them that true Tawḥīd is not
just to worship Allāh [SWT] but also to obey those whom He has
given authority. For Allāh [SWT] has said, "Obey Allāh and obey the
Messenger and those vested with authority among you..." [4:59].
This beautiful ḥadīth is known as the
Ḥadīth of the Golden Chain (Ḥadīth
Silsilah al-Dhahabiyyah) because
everyone in the chain of narrators,
from Imām al-Riḍā [A] all the way to
Jibrāʾīl is infallible and pure.

Summary questions
1. Who were the parents of Imām ʿAlī al-Riḍā [A]?
2. What does the title al-Riḍā mean?
3. Why did Maʾmūn arrange debates between Imām al-Riḍā [A]
and other leading scholars?
4. What is the "Ḥadīth of the golden chain"?
5. How did Imām al-Riḍā [A] die? Where is he buried?

Key points
1) Imām ʿAlī al-Riḍā
[A] is our 8th Imām. He is
the son of Imām Mūsā alKāẓim and Sayyidah Najma.
2) Imām al-Riḍā [A] lived
most of his life in Madina,
until Maʾmūn summoned
him to Ṭūs in Khurāsān.
3) On the way to Ṭūs, Imām
narrated a ḥadīth to people
at Nīshāpūr. This ḥadīth is
famously known as the
Ḥadīth of the golden chain.
4) Imām [A] was poisoned
by Maʾmūn and is buried in
Mashhad.

THE AʾIMMAH [A]
Learning objectives

Imām Muḥammad al-Jawād [A]

1. An introduction into the Imām Muḥammad al-Jawād [A] is our ninth Imām. He was born in
life of Imām Muḥammad the village of Surayya, just outside Madina. His most famous titles
al-Taqī al-Jawād [A].
were al-Taqī (the God-conscious) and al-Jawād (the generous).
2. Imām al-Jawād’s debate
with Yaḥyā b. Aktham.
Key facts
3. Martyrdom of Imām alBirth date: 10th of Rajab 195 AH
Jawād [A].
Father:
Imām ʿAlī al-Riḍā [A]
Mother: Sayyidah al-Khayzurān.(a descendant of Māriya al
-Qibṭiyah, the wife of Rasūl Allāh [s].
Wafāt:
29th Dhūʾl-Qaʿdah 220 AH. He is buried next to
his grandfather Imām Mūsā al-Kāẓim [A] in Baghdād (in the area called Kāẓimiyyah today).
When Imām Muḥammad al-Jawād [A] was born, Imām ʿAlī al-Riḍā
[A] said, "Allāh has blessed me with a son who is like Nabī Mūsā [A]
and Nabī ʿĪsā [A]; blessed is the mother who gave birth to him."
When Imām Muḥammad al-Jawād [A] was only six years old, his
father Imām ʿAlī al-Riḍā [A] was forced to leave Madina and go to
Khurāsān on the orders of the Caliph Maʾmūn. Before leaving for
Khurāsān, Imām al-Riḍā [A] took his son Imām al-Jawād [A] to Makkah for ʿUmrah. After the farewell ṭawāf of the Kaʿbah, Imām alJawād [A] realized this was the time for farewell and felt very sad.
Imām al-Riḍā [A] then asked his close companions to take his son
back to Madina and he left for Khurāsān with the Maʾmūn’s men.
Imām Muḥammad al-Jawād [A] was only nine years old when he
became the Imām after his father Imām al-Riḍā [A] was poisoned.
Some people doubted that Imām Muḥammad al-Jawād [A] was the
Imām because of his young age but as he answered questions from
the Qur’ān and showed the knowledge he had inherited from Rasūl
Allāh [S] through his fathers, they realized it did not matter that he
was so young.

Activity

Maʾmūn realized that Imām al-Jawād [A] was as special as his father
so he decided to marry his daughter Umm al-Faḍl to the Imām [A].
Maʾmūn was now hoping that if they have a child then the next
Imām would also be his grandson and successor. Imām was forced
to marry Maʾmūn’s daughter but she did not bear any children.

List the titles
(with meanings)
of the 8th and 9th Imams. Maʾmūn also insisted that Imām stay close to him in Baghdād but
the Imām longed to go back home to Madina. In 218 AH, Maʾmūn
died after falling sick on his way back from a battle. Imām al-Jawād
[A] then announced he was returning to Madina.

Imām al-Jawād [A]’s knowledge

Did you know?

Some elders of Banū ʿAbbās were not convinced of Imām alJawād’s knowledge due to his very young age. Maʾmūn arranged
for a widely-publicized debate in his court between the young
Imām and the person whom everyone considered to be the most
learned scholar of the time - an old man named Yaḥyā ibn Aktham.

The caliph Muʿtaṣim was
Maʾmūn’s half-brother. His
mother was Turkish. He
built a new city north of
Baghdād and called it
Sāmarrāʾ. Muʿtaṣim then
At this debate, Yaḥyā tried asking
moved his capital from
Imām al-Jawād [A] various questions
Baghdād to Sāmarrāʾ.
that he thought would be difficult for
the Imām to answer. Not only did the
Imām reply them all but he asked
Yaḥyā some questions that Yaḥyā was
unable to reply. Soon, the proud
Yaḥyā was sitting before the young
Imām very humbly, asking him to
enlighten him.

Imām Muḥammad al-Jawād [A] was very eloquent in his speech
and very generous, gentle and humble. He would often go around
distributing food and money to the needy.
After the death of Maʾmūn, his brother Muʿtaṣim became the next
caliph. He openly disliked Imām al-Jawād [A] and did not want him
living in Madina where he could not watch him closely. He forced
the Imām to come back to Baghdād where he could constantly spy
on him to ensure he was not a threat.

Key points

1) Imām Muḥammad
al-Taqī al-Jawād is our 9th
Imām. He became the
youngest Imām at the age
Even in Baghdād, Imām al-Jawād [A] was loved by people more of 9, and was also the
than Muʿtaṣim because of his akhlāq (character) and ʿilm youngest Imām to die (at
(knowledge). This made Muʿtaṣim very the age of 25).
jealous. He plotted with Umm al-Faḍl,
the wife of Imām al-Jawād [A] and con- 2) Maʾmūn forced him to
vinced her to poison her husband. marry his daughter Umm al
Umm al-Faḍl gave poisoned grapes to -Faḍl so that the next Imām
the Imām [A]. Of all the Imāms, he was would be his grandson.
martyred the youngest. He was only 25 However, she did not bear
any children.
years old.

Summary questions
1. Who were the parents of Imām al-Jawād [A]?
2. Where was he born?
3. Why did Maʾmūn want to marry his daughter to the Imām?
4. Who was Yaḥyā ibn Aktham? Why did Maʾmūn arrange a debate
between him and the Imām?
5. How did Imām al-Jawād die? Where is he buried?

3) Umm al-Faḍl’s uncle
Muʿtaṣim became the caliph after Maʾmūn’s death.
He convinced Umm al-Faḍl
to poison her husband. The
Imām died at the young
age of 25.

PAVING THE WAY
Learning objectives
1. Who is the Imām of our
time? Where is he?
2. How is it possible for him
to have such a long life?
3. The ẓuhūr of Imām alMahdī [A]

Imām al-Mahdī [A]
Imām al-Mahdī [A] is the Imām of our time. He was born on Friday
15th Shaʿbān 255 AH. He is the twelfth and last Imām of Islam from
the Ahl al-Bayt of Rasūl Allāh [S]. Allāh [SWT] has blessed him with
a very long life. He is currently in ghaybah, so we cannot see him.
When Allāh [SWT] wills, he will re-appear and bring peace and justice on earth.
Key facts
Birth date: 15th Shaʿbān 128 AH in Sāmarrāʾ
Father:
Imām Ḥasan al-ʿAskarī [A]
Mother: Sayyidah Narjis
Ghaybat al-Sughrā: 260 AH - 328 AH
Ghaybat al-Kubrā:
328 AH to date

How is it possible for Imām al-Mahdī [A] to have such a long
life?
Naturally, many people ask: how is it possible for a man to live for
so long? In some aḥādīth we are told that when Imām al-Mahdī [A]
returns, some people will deny him because of how ‘young’ he
looks and he will have the appearance of a 40 year old man.
The Qurʾān mentions that Nabī Nūḥ was 950 years old. Many historians believe this was before the Flood, and he lived up to the age
of 2500 years.

ِ
ٍ َ ث فِي ِهم أَل
ِِ
ين َع ًاما
ً َُولََق ْد أ َْر َسلْنَا ن
ْ َ ِوحا إِلَ ٰى قَ ْومه فَ لَب
َ ْف َسنَة إََِّّل َخ ْمس
َخ َذ ُه ُم الطُّوفَا ُن َو ُه ْم ظَالِ ُمو َن
َ فَأ

Certainly We sent Noah to his people, and he
remained with them for a thousand-less-fifty years.
Then the flood overtook them while they were wrongdoers. [29:14]
Historians have also reported a long life for other Anbiyāʾ: Nabī
Ādam (930 yrs), Nabī Shīth (900 yrs), Nabī Sulaymān (700 yrs), Nabī
Hūd (464 yrs).

Activity

Some Prophets are still alive to this day: Nabī Idrīs (over 900 yrs),
Nabī ʿĪsā (over 2000 yrs), and Nabī Ilyās (over 4000-5000 yrs).

Work out the age of
Imām al-Mahdī [A]
and the approximate age of
Nabī ʿĪsā [A]

From the above examples, we can conclude that if Allāh [SWT] wills,
it is easy for Him to keep Imām al-Mahdī [A] alive for a very long
time. We also realize that we know very little of the mysteries of
the universe and that ultimately it is on Allāh [SWT]’s Will.

The Ẓuhūr of Imām al-Mahdī [A]

Did you know?

When Imām al-Mahdī [A] returns, he will first come to Makkah. He
will pray 2 rakʿah near the Kaʿbah and Maqām Ibrāhīm, and then
he will address the people. In his
speech he will address the whole
world and the people of all religions
based on the teachings of all the
prophets whose heir he is. Then he
will remind people of the Ḥadīth of
Thaqalayn from Rasūl Allāh [S] and
the right of the Ahl al-Bayt and the
injustices done to them.

Rasūl Allāh [S] said:
"One who dies without
knowing the Imām of his
time dies the death of Jāhiliyyah"
Jāhiliyyah refers to the period of ignorance. This was
the time before Islam when
most people in Arabia worshipped idols.

What is the Ḥadīth of Thaqalayn?
On his return from the farewell ḥajj, Rasūl Allāh [S] gave a sermon
at Ghadīr Khumm, where he told the Muslims that he was soon
going to leave this world. For their guidance and leadership, he
was leaving behind Thaqalayn (two weighty things) - The Holy
Qurʿān and the Ahl al-Bayt [A]. Whoever held on firmly to these
two things would not go astray. This ḥadīth of Rasūl Allāh [S] is
known as the Ḥadīth of Thaqalayn (Ḥadīth of two weighty things).

Imām al-Mahdī [A] will outline his goal - to establish Islam as the
universal religion for all humankind. He will remind everyone that
all Prophets taught the same message of Tawḥīd (belief in one
God), and what all divinely-revealed books taught. He will invite
people to the obedience of One God – Allāh [SWT] – and the obedience to Rasūl Allāh [S], the message of the Qurʾān, and to him,
the Imām of the Time. Imām al-Mahdī [A] will call for reviving
whatever the Qurʾān upholds and ending whatever the Qurʾān condemns, such as falsehood, idol worship, atheism and polytheism.

Key points
1) Imām al-Mahdī [A]
is the Imām of our time. He
is the living Imām.

2) He will reappear when
Allāh [SWT] wills, and will
The first people to pledge allegiance will be the most pious, address the world from the
Kaʿbah in Makkah.
learned and courageous people on the earth at that time.

Summary questions
1. What is the meaning of ghaybah?
2. State any three examples of Prophets who lived a very long life.
3. Which four Anbiyāʾ (Prophets) are still alive until today?
4. What are the two weighty things (thaqalayn) that Rasūl Allāh [S]
left behind for our continued guidance?
5. Where will Imām al-Mahdī [A] appear first when he returns?

3) There are many examples of Prophets who lived
very long lives. Some
Prophets are still alive to
this day. It is therefore not
impossible for Imām alMahdī [A] to have a very
long life.

PEOPLE IN FOCUS
Learning objectives
1. Who are the Aṣḥāb alKahf (the people of the
cave)?
2. Why did they leave their
homes to hide in the
cave?
3. What lessons can we
learn from their story?

Aṣḥāb al-Kahf
A long time ago, many years after Nabī ʿĪsā [A] was raised to the
heavens and long before the birth of Rasūl Allāh [S], an evil king
ruled over a city in Turkey. This King forced everyone to worship
idols and tortured anyone who worshipped Allāh [SWT] and refused
to worship the idols.
A few young men refused to worship idols and decided to defend
their faith. They left their families, city, work and everything they
possessed and fled from the city. On the way they met a shepherd
and his dog who joined them as well.
The shepherd led them all through a fertile valley and up a mountain into a cave on the mountain. Meanwhile, the King came to
know that these men had escaped. He followed them and wanted
to punish them to set an example to others.

A cave is called ‘Kahf’ in
Arabic, so the Qurʾān
refers to them as
‘Aṣḥāb al-Kahf’
meaning ‘the Companions
(or People) of the Cave’.

Activity
State any 3
lessons we can learn
from Aṣḥāb al-Kahf

When the faithful men heard the King and his men approaching,
they prayed to Allāh [SWT] to rescue them. Soon, they were overcome with a deep sleep. The dog sat outside the cave to guard it.
When the King and his men saw these men unconscious, they
thought they were dead. So they shut the cave and went away.
No one knows the exact number of Aṣḥāb al-Kahf except Allāh
[SWT]:

ِ سي ُقولُو َن ثََلَثَةٌ رابِعهم َكلْب هم وي ُقولُو َن َخمسةٌ س
اد ُس ُه ْم َكلْبُ ُه ْم َر ْج ًما
ََ
َ َْ
ََ ْ ُ ُ ْ ُ ُ َ
ِ بِالْغَْي
ب َويَ ُقولُو َن َس ْب َعةٌ َوثَ ِامنُ ُه ْم َكلْبُ ُه ْم قُ ْل َربِّي أَ ْعلَ ُم بِ ِع َّدتِ ِه ْم َما
ِ ي علَمهم إَِّلَّ قَلِيل فََلَ تُما ِر فِي ِهم إَِّلَّ ِمر
ِ اهرا وَّلَ تَستَ ْف
ت فِي ِه ْم ِم ْن ُه ْم
ْ َ ً َاء ظ
ْ
ْ ُُ َْ
َ
ًَ
ٌ
َح ًدا
َأ
They will say, ‘They were three, the fourth of them was their dog’,
and (others) say, ‘Five, the sixth of them was their dog’,
guessing about the unknown; and (others) say,
‘Seven and the eighth of them was their dog.'
Say (O Muḥammad), ‘My Lord knows best their number. None
knows them except a few, so don’t argue about them…' [18:22]

Allāh [SWT] caused these men to sleep for about 300 years before
they woke up again. When they woke up, they thought they had
slept for a only a day or less, but they felt very hungry. They still
thought the evil King was ruling, so they decided they would go
back to the city secretly to purchase food. They prayed to Allāh
[SWT] to open the entrance for them, and as it opened and they

Aṣḥāb al-Kahf

Did you know?

stepped out, they were amazed to see how the landscape had
changed.
They decided to send one man with the money and when he got to
the town he was even more surprised to see how everything had
changed. The houses looked different and the people were dressed
in strange clothes. It was as if he was dreaming or living in another
world. Finally he saw a baker and gave him the money and asked
for bread. The baker was equally surprised to see a man
who was so oddly dressed and speaking such an ancient
language.

Some scholars believe that
these men will remain
sleeping until the return of
Imām al-Mahdī [A] who will
show people where the
cave is and wake them up.
These men will then follow
Imām al-Mahdī [A].

The coins he gave him looked like some ancient treasure.
The baker finally managed to communicate with the man and took
him to the new king.
The king explained to him that the king of his time died a long time
ago and that he had been asleep for 300 years. The people of the
city had heard of such an
incident taking place a long
time ago but they never expected to see anyone alive.
Soon the King and the whole
city was headed to the cave!
When they got near, the
man from the cave asked
them to wait outside. He
went in and explained the
matter to his friends. When
they heard what had happened, they were worried that it might be a trick. So they prayed
to Allāh [SWT] to put them back to sleep as before.

Allāh [SWT] says in the
Qurʿān that if we were to
see Aṣḥāb al-Kahf, we
would fear them.
You will suppose them to
be awake, although they
are asleep. We turn them
to the right and to the left,
and their dog [lies] stretching its
forelegs at the entrance. If
you come upon them, you
will surely turn to flee from
them, and you will surely
be filled with a terror of
them. [18:18]

Key points

1) Aṣḥāb al-Kahf are
people of the cave.
Their story has been mentioned in the Qurʿān. They
When the new king and his men finally entered the cave, they were young men who had
found the men and their dog in deep sleep as if they were dead. strong faith in Allāh [SWT].
They had to leave their
homes to flee from a cruel
king who forced them to
Summary questions
worship idols.
1. Who are the Aṣḥāb al-Kahf?
2) They found safety in a
2. Why did they leave everything behind and run away from their
cave, where Allāh [SWT]
city?
put them to sleep to save
3. How did Allāh [SWT] protect them?
them from the king who
4. How many were they in total?
thought they were dead.
5. What lessons can we learn from their story?

