ʿAQĀʾID

Class 9

ِ ْت لَ ُكم
ِ ت َعلَْي ُكم نِ ْعمتِي ور
ِْ يت لَ ُك ُم
َ
اْل ْس ََل َم ِدينًا
م
م
ت
أ
و
م
ك
ين
د
ُ
ْ
ُ ض
ُ
َ
ْ
ْ ُ الْيَ ْوَم أَ ْك َمل
ََ َ ْ
َ َْ
Today I have perfected your religion for you, and I have completed My blessing
upon you, and I have approved Islam as your religion. [5:3]

RELIGION AND SHARĪʿAH
Learning objectives

Necessity of following a religion

Religion (called dīn in Arabic) is defined as ‘a system of beliefs’ or
1. Why is it necessary to ‘the recognition and worship of a higher power’. It is a way of life
follow a religion?
that guides humans to success and happiness in this world as well
2. Islam is Allāh [SWT]’s as the Hereafter.
religion
3. What is Sharīʿah?
Why is it necessary to follow a religion?
4. Why is it necessary to
follow Sharīʿah?
Some people believe that religion is not necessary because
even an atheist can be a good and morally upright person, and
obey the laws of society. Why then is it necessary to believe in God
or follow a religion?
Following a religion is necessary because it:
 teaches us about God, and how to worship Him.
 helps us understand why God created us, and our purpose in
life.
 gives us a set of laws which we can use to govern ourselves as
well as our society.
 frees us from superstitions.
 helps us understand the unseen world and prepare for the
hereafter.
There are many religions in the world and the followers of each
religion believe their religion to be the true and perfect religion.
Some people argue that all religions are true and from God. It may
be true that all religions teach people to do good and keep away
from evil. However, when it comes to questions about God, what
principles we should live by, what happens after death, the meaning of justice etc., we immediately realise that all religions give different answers, so they cannot all be right.

Activity
The diagram above shows
the symbols of various
world religions.
How many can you identify?

It would be unfair for Allāh [SWT] to confuse people by asking
them to believe in contradictory beliefs and still believe that all are
correct. Even if other religions have some truth in them that is left
over from the original religion of Allāh [SWT], there is only one
path that is the original and complete religion that Allāh [SWT] intended for us to follow. All the prophets came to guide people to
this one true path.
Allāh [SWT] tells us that He has chosen Islam as our religion:

ِّين ِع ْن َد اللَّ ِه ا ِْل ْسَلَ ُم
َ إِ َّن الد

Indeed, with Allāh religion is Islam [3:19]

The need for Sharīʿah
The Arabic word sharīʿah literally means a way or path to be followed. In Islamic terminology, sharīʿah refers to the legal system
of Islam. It informs us of how Allāh [SWT] wants us to live our
lives.
Allāh [SWT] says in the Qurʾān:

Did you know?
In pre-Islamic times, sharīʿah
referred to the path to the
watering hole. This was the
most important path for people living in the desert.
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Then We set you upon a clear course of the Law; so follow it,
and do not follow the desires of those who do not know. [45:18]

Why is it necessary to follow the Sharīʿah?
Islam is a complete way of life. No aspect of human life is outside
its domain. Islam expects a Muslim to follow its laws in every aspect of life, be it personal, religious, social, moral, political, economic etc. This is why Allāh [SWT] has legislated the Sharīʿah for
us.

Key points
The Qurʾān says:

ضى اللَّهُ َوَر ُسولُهُ أ َْم ًرا
َ ََوَما َكا َن لِ ُم ْؤِم ٍن َوََل ُم ْؤِمنَ ٍة إِ َذا ق
ِ ِ
ِ
ِ ۗوَم ْن يَ ْع
ض َّل
َ ص اللَّهَ َوَر ُسولَهُ فَ َق ْد
َ أَ ْن يَ ُكو َن لَ ُه ُم الْخيَ َرةُ م ْن أ َْم ِره ْم
ض ََل ًَل ُمبِينًا
َ
When Allāh and His Messenger have decreed a matter,
it is not for any believing man or believing woman to have a
choice in their affair. And whosoever disobeys Allāh and His
Messenger has gone astray into clear error. [33:36]

Summary questions
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

What is religion?
Why is it necessary to follow a religion?
Which religion has Allāh SWT] chosen for us to follow?
What is the meaning of sharīʿah in Islam?
Why is it necessary to follow the sharīʿah?
What are the two main sources of sharīʿah?

1) A religion is a system of
beliefs. Allāh [SWT] has chosen Islam as our religion.
2) Following a religion is necessary because it answers important questions about God,
the purpose of our life and
the hereafter. These questions cannot be answered by
science.
3) The sharīʿah is the Islamic
legal system. It is the path
that Allāh [SWT] wants us to
follow. The main sources of
Sharīʿah are the Qurʾān and
sunnah.

THE CONCEPT OF ʿIṢMAH
Learning objectives
1. What is ʿiṣmah?
2. Why is it necessary for
Anbiyāʾ and Aʾimmah to
be maʿṣūm?
3. How do we prove the
ʿiṣmah of Anbiyāʾ and
Aʾimmah?

ʿIṣmah of Anbiyāʾ and Aʾimmah
The word ʿiṣmah means a ‘protection or a covering’. It is a special
grace of Allāh [SWT] that is given to people so that they are able
to keep away from sins out of their own free will. A person who
is given this gift of ʿiṣmah is called a maʿṣūm (plural: maʿṣūmīn).
It is important to understand that the maʿṣūmīn are not unable
to sin. They have desires just like us. However, they keep away
from sin by their own free will because they fully understand
how sin harms the soul. They are also aware and conscious of
Allāh [SWT]’s presence at all times.
The angels are sinless as well. They don’t commit sins but it is
not out of choice. They are created without any desires, so they
cannot sin. Allāh did not send angels to guide us. He sent humans just like us to act as our role models, so that we can emulate them and try to be like them.
Why is it necessary for the Anbiyāʾ and Aʾimmah to be
maʿṣūm?
Allāh [SWT] sent the Anbiyāʾ (Prophets) and Aʾimmah (Imāms) to
guide people to the right path (ṣirāṭ al-mustaqīm), and to become role models and exemplars for us to follow and emulate.
Allāh [SWT] tells us about Rasūl Allāh [S]:

ِ ِ لََق ْد َكا َن لَ ُكم فِي رس
ٌسنَة
ْ ول اللَّه أ
َُ ْ
َ ُس َوةٌ َح
ِ لِمن َكا َن ي رجو اللَّه والْي وم
اآلخ َر َوذَ َك َر اللَّهَ َكثِ ًيرا
َ ْ َ َ َ ُ َْ
َْ

In the Messenger of Allāh there is certainly for you a good
example (to follow), for those who look forward to Allāh
and the Last Day, and remember Allāh much. [33:21]
Activity
Recite verses 17:94-95 and
read their translation.
What is Allāh [SWT] telling
us in these verses?

If a Nabī or Imām committed sins even by accident, how would
we know which of their examples to follow and which ones to
ignore? Every aspect of a Maʿṣūm’s life is a source of guidance
for us, as it is part of the sunnah. If the Maʿṣūmīn sinned at
times, how would we know which of their actions were correct
and which ones were sins? Islam’s goal of guidance to humankind could not be achieved if Allāh [SWT]’s guides themselves
had not been sinless.

Proving the ʿiṣmah of Anbiyāʾ and Aʾimmah.
Allāh [SWT] only chooses those who are maʿṣūm to represent
Him as guides and leaders. He says in the Qurʾān:

ِ ِ
ِ الر ْجس أ َْهل الْب ْي
ت
َ َ َ ِّ ب َع ْن ُك ْم
َ إِنَّ َما يُ ِري ُد اللَّهُ ليُ ْذه
َويُطَ ِّه َرُك ْم تَطْ ِه ًيرا

Indeed Allāh desires to repel all impurity from you,
O People of the Household,
and purify you with a thorough purification. [33:33]
This verse clearly tells us that Allāh [SWT] has purified Rasūl Allāh [S] and his Ahl al-Bayt [A], meaning that they do not sin.
Allāh [SWT] also says in the Qurʾān that Rasūl Allāh [S] does not
speak anything except what is revealed to him. Therefore, we
have no reason to doubt anything that Rasūl Allāh [S] said, provided it has been reported correctly and not fabricated.

ِ
وحى
َ ُ إِ ْن ُه َو إَِلَّ َو ْح ٌي ي.َوَما يَ ْنط ُق َع ْن ال َْه َوى

Nor does he (Rasūl Allāh) speak out of (his own) desire:
it is just a revelation that is revealed (to him). [53:3-4]

Did you know?
There are instances mentioned in the Qurʾān which
might appear as "mistakes"
by some Prophets, such as
Nabī Ādam eating the forbidden fruit, or Nabī Yūnus leaving his people. However, on
deeper study, it becomes
clear that these actions are
not sins. They are called Tark
al-Awlā (leaving the better
option). The Prophets sometimes made choices that
were not the best, so Allāh
[SWT] corrected them.

Key points
1) ʿIṣmah refers to the infallibility of the Anbiyāʾ and
Aʾimmah. Allāh [SWT] has
protected them from sin.
2) Unlike the angels, the
Anbiyāʾ and Aʾimmah have
the ability to sin, but they decide not to out of their own
free will.

1.
2.
3.
4.

3) Allāh [SWT] did not send
angels to guide us. He sent
humans just like us, so that
we can
Summary questions
emulate them and follow
What does ʿiṣmah mean?
Why is it necessary for the Anbiyāʾ and Aʾimmah to be their example.
maʿṣūm?
The angels cannot commit sins. Why did Allāh [SWT] not 4) It is necessary for Allāh
[SWT]’s guides to be maʿṣūm,
send the angels to guide us?
How can we prove the ʿiṣmah of the Ahl al-Bayt [A] from so that we can follow all their
teachings and actions.
the Qurʾān?

IMĀMAH
Learning objectives
1. What is Imāmah?
2. Why is it necessary to
have Aʾimmah after Rasūl Allāh [S]?
3. Who is our living Imām?
4. Where is he at present?

The concept and necessity of Imāmah
Imāmah refers to the authority of the divine guides appointed
by Allāh [SWT] as successors of Rasūl Allāh [S].
Rasūl Allāh [S] said:
"I am the chief of the Prophets and ʿAlī ibn Abī Ṭālib is the chief
of successors, and after me my successors shall be twelve, the
first of them being ʿAlī ibn Abī Ṭālib and the last of them being al
-Mahdī."
Imām ʿAlī [A] is our first Imam. Rasūl Allāh [S] appointed him as
his successor in many different places, including at Ghadīr
Khumm when he was returning from him final Ḥajj.
Why is it necessary to have divinely appointed Aʾimmah?
Allāh [SWT] commands the Muslims in the Qurʾān:

ِ َّ
آمنُوا
َ ين
َ يَا أَيُّ َها الذ
ِ َطيعوا اللَّه وأ
ِ
ول َوأ ُْولِي اْل َْم ِر ِم ْن ُك ْم
َ الر ُس
َّ َطيعُوا
ََ ُ أ

O you who have faith! Obey Allāh and obey the Apostle and
those vested with authority among you [4:59]
This verse of the Qurʾān is known as the āyah of ūlūʾl Amr. In this
verse, Allāh [SWT] commands us to obey those with divine authority amongst us (i.e. the Aʾimmah).

Activity
Do you remember the
names of all the Aʾimmah?
List them down in order,
from the first Imām to the
last one.

The Aʾimmah are our religious guides and the guardians of
Islam. They do not bring any new laws, or change Rasūl Allāh
[S]’s message in any way. They only protect and preserve it. They
are also Allāh [SWT]’s ḥujjah (Proof) on earth. This means that
they serve as Allāh [SWT]’s ‘Proof’ against those who go astray
so that they cannot complain to Allāh [SWT] on the Day of
Judgement that there was no one to guide them.

Rasūl Allāh [S] said:
One who dies and does not know the Imām of his/her time,
dies the death of ignorance (jāhilīyah).

Imām al-Mahdī [A] - The Imām of our time
Allāh [SWT] channels His guidance, blessings and mercy to us
through the Anbiyāʾ and the Aʾimmah. Without the presence of a
divine representative, the universe cannot exist.
Imām al-Mahdī [A] is our living Imam. He was born on the 15th
of Shaʿbān 255 AH. He went into ghaybah soon after the wafāt
of his father, Imām Ḥasan al-ʿAskarī [A].

The way you will benefit from me during my ghaybah is the
way you benefit from the sun when it is hidden from you behind clouds (but you still enjoy its light and warmth).
Imām al-Mahdī [A]

Although he is still in ghaybah, Imām al-Mahdī [A] continues to
guide us. He does this by guiding our ʿulamāʾ (scholars), so that
we get the right guidance from them.

Did you know?
In Islam, the primary uṣūl
al-dīn
are
Tawḥīd,
Nubuwwah and Qiyāmah.
The Shīʿah of the Ahl alBayt [A] also teach ʿAdālah
and Imāmah as parts of
uṣūl al-dīn even though
ʿadālah is actually a part of
Tawḥīd
and
Imāmah
branches from Nubuwwah.
This is because the rest of
the Muslims have a very
different understanding of
ʿadālah and Imāmah.

Key points

When Imām al-Mahdī [A] returns, he will first come to Makkah.
He will pray near the Kaʿbah and Maqām Ibrāhīm, and then address the people. He will remind people of the ḥadīth of
thaqalayn from Rasūl Allāh [S] and the right of the Ahl al-Bayt
[A]. Thereafter, he will outline his goal. It will be to establish divine law as the universal law for all.

1) Imāmah refers to the divine leadership of the
Aʾimmah as successors of
Rasūl Allāh [S]. They are the
guardians of Rasūl Allāh
[S]’s message.

Imām al-Mahdī [A] will spread peace and justice throughout the
world. Imām Mūsā al-Kāẓim [A] said, "I am an Upholder of Truth
(Qāʾim bī al-Ḥaqq) but the Qāʾim who will purify the earth of the
enemies of Allāh and fill it with justice as it will be filled with injustice, is the fifth descendant from my children. He will have a
ghayba that will last a very long time…"

2) Allāh [SWT] has commanded us to obey the
Aʾimmah just as we obey
Rasūl Allāh [S].

Summary questions
1.
2.
3.
4.

What is the meaning of Imāmah?
Why is it necessary to have divinely appointed Aʾimmah as
successors to Rasūl Allāh [S]?
The Aʾimmah are Allāh [SWT]’s representatives on earth.
What does this mean?
How can we benefit from the Imām when he is in ghaybah?

3) It is necessary for the universe to have Allāh [SWT]’s
representative at all times,
because Allāh [SWT]’s guidance, blessings and mercy
are channelled through him.
4) Imām al-Mahdī [A] is our
living Imām.

IJTIHĀD & TAQLĪD
Learning objectives
1. What is Ijtihād? Why is
it necessary?
2. What is Taqlīd?
3. Why is it important to
follow a marjaʿ?

What is Ijtihād?
Ijtihād is the process of deriving Islamic rulings and laws from
the Qurʾān, the Sunnah of Rasūl Allāh [S] and the Ahl al-Bayt [A].
A mujtahid is an expert in the field of Ijtihād.
In Islamic law, every action can be placed in one of five categories. It is either wājib, mustaḥab, mubāḥ, makrūh or ḥarām.
Can you think of any action that does not fall into one of
these five categories?
A mujtahid is an expert in Islamic Law, and is able to decide the
correct category for every action, based on the teachings of the
Qurʾān and the Ahl al-Bayt [A].
In addition to being learned and an expert in Islamic law, a mujtahid must also possess the following qualities: He must be
 sane
 of legitimate birth
 bāligh
 Ithnā ʿĀsharī Shīʿah
 ʿādil, meaning he should not be an open sinner (fāsiq)

Ayatullāh ʿAlī al-Ḥusaynī
al-Sīstānī is a leading marjaʿ

A marjaʿ is a very learned mujtahid who Muslims refer to for
guidance on Islamic laws. Without a marjaʿ there would be a lot
of confusion because each person would do his/her own thing
without fully understanding the true teachings of Islam.
What are the sources of Islamic law?

Activity
Define the following terms:
Ijtihād, mujtahid, marjaʿ,
taqlīd, muqallid, fatāwā,
uṣūl al-dīn and furūʿ al-dīn.

A marjaʿ does not issue fatāwā (legal opinions) based on his own
opinion. All fatāwā are based on the sources of Islamic law.
These are:
The Holy Qurʾān
The Sunnah of Rasūl Allāh [S] and the Aʾimmah [A]
ʿAql (intellect and reasoning)
Ijmaʿ (consensus)
Every mujtahid who allows others to follow him in Islamic law
publishes a book with his rulings (fatāwā). This Book is called the
"Risālah". It lists the rulings for all matters of worship like
ṭahārah and najāsah, ṣalāh, marriage, business transactions etc.

Taqlīd - Following a marjaʿ
Taqlīd refers to following a marjaʿ in matters of Islamic law. It is
not practical for every Muslim to study in depth all verses of the
Qurʾān and all aḥādīth of Rasūl Allāh [S] and the Ahl al-Bayt [A], as
this would take several decades. It is therefore necessary for Muslims who are not themselves experts in Islamic law to follow
someone who is highly learned in this field.
Taqlīd is not blindly following someone else. When we are stuck in
a particular situation and don’t know how Allāh [SWT] wants us to
act, it is logical to ask the person who we think is most learned in
religion for guidance.

Did you know?
Taqlīd is only permitted in
furūʿ al-dīn and not in uṣūl
al-dīn. Our faith in Allāh
[SWT], Nubuwwah,
Imāmah and Qiyāmah
must be through our own
reasoning and understanding. We cannot believe in
the fundamental beliefs of
Islam just because a marjaʿ
tells us to do so.

A marjaʿ does not force us to act in a particular manner. He simply
tells us his understanding of the law. It is our duty (taklīf) to follow
his opinion, unless we are mujtahids ourselves and can research
and find the answer to every situation on our own.
Imām Ḥasan al-ʿAskarī (a) has said:
As for the one who is among the scholars, who guards his own
self, protects his religion, opposes his low desires, obeys the
command of his Master: then it is for the general public to emulate him (i.e. do his taqlīd).

A marjaʿ can be identified by:
 Our own knowledge - We know who the most learned mujtahid
is.
 Two knowledgeable and ʿādil persons telling us who the most
learned marjaʿ is.
 It is common knowledge and widely accepted by the scholars
(ʿulamāʾ) that a particular person is the most learned marjaʿ of
his time.

Key points
1) Ijtihād is the process of
deriving Islamic law from
the Qurʾān and the Sunnah
of Rasūl Allāh [S] and the
Aʾimmah [A].
2) A mujtahid is an expert in
Ijtihād.
3) The most learned mujtahid is called a marjaʿ.

Summary questions
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

What is the meaning of Ijtihād?
Who is a mujtahid?
Why is it necessary to follow the rulings of a marjaʿ?
What are the qualities of a marjaʿ?
How can we identify a marjaʿ?

4) Taqlīd refers to following
a marjaʿ. A person who does
taqlīd is called a muqallid.
5) We cannot do taqlīd in
uṣūl al-dīn.

