
TĀRĪKH
Class 8 



QIṢAṢ AL-ANBIYĀʾ 

Learning objectives 

1. Who was Nabī Ayyūb 
[A]? 

2. What was his mission? 
3. What lessons can we 

learn from his life? 

Nabī Ayyūb [A] was a wealthy man with large flocks of sheep and 
a lot of land. He had many children and was well respected by 
his people. He was very generous with his wealth. He took care 
of orphans and used to provide food for the poor. He was mind-
ful of the needs of all and especially his relatives, whom he al-
ways treated kindly. He was also very grateful to Allāh [SWT] for 
all the  blessings he enjoyed. 
  
Shayṭān once said to Allāh [SWT]: 
"Ayyūb is such a nice person and obeys You only because of all 
Your blessings. If You allow me to make him suffer, he will not be 
such an obedient servant to You." 
  
Allāh [SWT] trusted Nabī Ayyūb [A] and knew how patient and 
faithful he was, so He allowed Shayṭān to test Nabī Ayyūb [A]. 
Shayṭān began destroying everything that Nabī Ayyūb [A] 
owned. His animals died, his land was destroyed and all his chil-
dren died one after the other. However, all this only made Nabī 
Ayyūb [A]’s faith in Allāh [SWT] stronger. He showed a lot of pa-
tience and turned to Allāh [SWT] in prayer.  
  
Then Nabī Ayyūb [A] fell sick. He had all kinds of illnesses and all 
the people began saying Nabī Ayyūb [A] must have done some-
thing very bad to suffer so much. He lost all his friends and the 
people of the town told Nabī Ayyūb [A] to leave and never come 
back. Nabī Ayyūb [A] left the city and passed his time in the wil-
derness praying to Allāh [SWT]. Only his loyal and faithful wife 
went with him to look after him. 
  
Shayṭān even tried to suggest to Nabī Ayyūb [A]’s wife to con-
vince  him to turn away from Allāh [SWT] and he would be 
cured, but Nabī Ayyūb [A] was very loyal to Allāh [SWT]. He 
prayed to Allāh [SWT] to keep Shayṭān away from him and to 
remove from him all his suffering.  
  
Nabī Ayyūb [A] passed his test. No matter how much he suffered 
in this world, he would never stop loving and obeying Allāh 
[SWT]. Allāh [SWT] told him to stamp his foot on the ground and 
a stream of water gushed out. Then He told him to wash himself 
with the cool and refreshing water and to drink it, and he would 
be cured. Then He blessed Nabī Ayyūb [A] with more children, 
wealth, land and animals. 
  

Nabī Ayyūb [A]  

Activity 

List three different 
ways in which Allāh 

[SWT] tests us.  

 



 

Did you know? 

Nabī Ayyūb [A]’s story is a 
great example of patience 
and trust in Allāh [SWT].  
Whenever a person is very 
patient, people say “he has 
the patience of Nabī Ayyūb 
[A]!”  

Summary questions 

1. What were the qualities of Nabī Ayyūb [A]? 
2. What did Shayṭān say to Allāh [SWT] regarding Nabī Ayyūb 

[A]? 
3. Why did the people ask Nabī Ayyūb [A] to leave their city? 
4. How did Nabī Ayyūb [A] react when he started losing his 

wealth and children? 
5. What lessons can we learn from his life? 

Key points 

1) Nabī Ayyūb [A] was a 
very wealthy man, and had 
a lot of children. 
  
2) He was very generous 
and took great care of the 
orphans and the poor. 
  
3) Shayṭān once said to Al-
lāh [SWT] that Nabī Ayyūb 
[A] was a good person only 
because he was wealthy. 
To prove Shaytān wrong, 
Allāh [SWT] tested Nabī 
Ayyūb [A] by taking away 
his wealth and children, 
and making him ill. 
  
4) All the hardships did not 
change Nabī Ayyūb [A]’s 
strong faith in Allāh [SWT].  

When we see a person suffering, we should not assume that it is 
because he or she is bad or has done something wrong. Sometimes 
it is because they are very good and Allāh [SWT] is testing them. 
  
We should never stop trusting Allāh [SWT] or believing in Him and 
praying to Him for help just because we are suffering. If we keep 
our faith in Allāh [SWT] then in the end, He will remove our suffer-
ing and give us something even better than before. 
  
Allāh [SWT] says in the Qurʾān: 

  
ِنَي الضُّرُّ َوأَْنَت َأْرَحُم الرَّاِحِمينَ   َوأَيُّوَب ِإْذ نَاَدىَٰ رَبَُّه أَنِّي َمسَّ

َناُه َأْهَلُه  ۖ  َوآتَ ي ْ َنا َلُه َفَكَشْفَنا َما بِِه ِمْن ُضرٍّ فَاْسَتَجب ْ
 َوِمثْ َلُهْم َمَعُهْم رَْحَمًة ِمْن ِعْنِدنَا َوِذْكَرىَٰ لِْلَعاِبِدينَ 

And Ayyūb [A], when he called out to his Lord:  
Harm has afflicted me, but You (Allāh) are the most 
Merciful of the merciful. Therefore We responded to 

him and took away his difficulties, and We gave him his family and 
the like of them with them: a mercy from Us and a reminder to the 

worshippers. [21:83-84] 
  
For a true believer, obeying Allāh [SWT] should be more important 
that wealth, health and friends.  
  
We should be patient when we are suffering and we should be 
grateful and thank Allāh [SWT] constantly when we are at ease, in 
comfort and enjoying Allāh [SWT]’s blessings. 
  
When Allāh [SWT] loves a person very much, He tests them by tak-
ing away some of the things they love so that they will come closer 

Lessons from the life of Nabī Ayyūb [A] 



QIṢAṢ AL-ANBIYĀʾ 

 

Learning objectives 

1. The miraculous birth of 
Nabī ʿĪsā [A] 

2. The mission of Nabī ʿĪsā 
[A] 

3. The miracles he per-
formed 

4. He is alive and will reap-
pear with Imām al-
Mahdī [A]. 

Nabī ʿĪsā [A] is one of the five ūlūʾl-ʿazm prophets. His birth was 
miraculous because he was born without a father. His mother is 
the Holy lady Maryam.  
  
Nabī ʿĪsā [A] was very special. When he was born, the people of 
the town were very surprised, because his mother Maryam was 
not married. They asked her how she could have a child when 
she was not married. She pointed to Nabī ʿĪsā [A], her new born 
baby, who said: 

. قَاَل ِإنِّي َعْبُد اللَِّه آتَاِنَي اْلِكَتاَب َوَجَعَلِني نَِبيًّا  
 َوَجَعَلِني ُمَبارًَكا أَْيَن َما ُكنُت َوَأْوَصاِني بِالصَّاَلِة َوالزََّكاِة 

َوبَ رًّا ِبَواِلَدِتي َوَلْم َيْجَعْلِني َجبَّارًا َشِقيًّا . َما ُدْمُت َحيًّا  
اَلُم َعَليَّ يَ ْوَم ُوِلْدُت َويَ ْوَم َأُموُت َويَ ْوَم أُبْ َعُث َحيًّا . َوالسَّ  

.َذِلَك ِعيَسى اْبُن َمْرَيَم قَ ْوَل اْلَحقِّ الَِّذي ِفيِه َيْمتَ ُرونَ   
“...Indeed I am a servant of Allāh!  

He has given me a Book and made me a prophet.  
He has made me blessed, wherever I may be,  

and He has commanded me to the prayer (ṣalāh) and to [give] 
charity as long as I live, and to be good to my mother,  

and He has not made me harsh and wretched.  
Peace is on me the day I was born, and the day I die,  

and the day I am raised alive.” Such was Jesus, son of Mary: (this 
is) a statement of the truth concerning which they doubt.    

[19:30-34] 
  
All the people were shocked to hear the baby speak. This was a 
miracle. 
  
Some people believe that Nabī ʿĪsā [A] is God’s son because of 
his miraculous birth. Allāh [SWT] says in the Qurʾān: 
  

 ِإنَّ َمَثَل ِعيَسى ِعْنَد اللَِّه َكَمَثِل آَدَم 
 َخَلَقُه ِمْن تُ َراٍب ثُمَّ قَاَل َلُه ُكْن فَ َيُكونُ 

The example of ʿĪsā to Allāh is like the example of Ādam.  
He created him (Ādam) from dust (without a father or mother) 

then He said to him, ‘Be!’ and he was! [3:59] 

Nabī ʿĪsā [A]’s miraculous birth 

Activity 

Nabī ʿĪsā [A] is one of 
the five ūlūʾl-ʿazm prophets 

and is still alive. List the 
names of the other ūlūʾl-
ʿazm prophets, and the 

prophets who are still alive. 



 Nabī ʿĪsā [A] lived a simple life. He wore simple clothes and ate 
simple food. He would walk from place to place inviting people 
to worship Allāh [SWT] and do good deeds. A small group of peo-
ple  became very close disciples of Nabī ʿĪsā [A] and were always 
with him. They are called ḥawāriyyūn in Arabic. 
  
Some leaders of the Banū Isrāʾil did not like Nabī ʿĪsā [A] because 
they were afraid of losing their followers. They plotted to kill 
him. However, Allāh [SWT] saved him, and raised him to the 
heavens. When the soldiers came to arrest him, they saw an-
other man who they thought was Nabī ʿĪsā [A], so they arrested 
and crucified him. 
  
Allāh [SWT] says in the Qurʾān: 
  

 َوقَ ْوِلِهْم ِإنَّا قَ تَ ْلَنا اْلَمِسيَح ِعيَسى اْبَن َمْرَيَم َرُسوَل اللَِّه 
َوَما قَ تَ ُلوُه َوَما َصَلُبوُه َوَلِكْن ُشبَِّه َلُهْم َوِإنَّ الَِّذيَن اْختَ َلُفوا 

 ِفيِه َلِفي َشكٍّ ِمْنُه َما َلُهْم بِِه ِمْن ِعْلٍم ِإَلَّ ات َِّباَع الظَّنِّ 
 َوَما قَ تَ ُلوُه يَِقيًنا َبْل رَفَ َعُه اللَُّه ِإلَْيِه وََكاَن اللَُّه َعزِيًزا َحِكيًما

And their saying (boastfully), “Indeed we killed the Messiah,  
ʿĪsā son of Maryam, the Messenger of Allāh.”  

They did not kill him, and they did not crucify him. It was made to 
appear to them (that they had)… and they most certainly did not 

kill him. Rather Allāh raised him up to Himself; and Allāh is All-
mighty, All-wise. [4:157-158] 

  
Nabī ʿĪsā [A] is still alive, and will return with Imām al-Mahdī [A] 
to establish peace and justice in the world. 

 

Did you know? 

Allāh [SWT] revealed the Injīl 
to  Nabī ʿĪsā [A], and gave 
him special abilities and mira-
cles. He could bring the dead 
back to life, cure people with 
leprosy and blindness, walk 
on water, create birds out of 
clay and breathe life into 
them. He could tell people 
what they had hidden in their 
homes and what food they 
had eaten or were going to 
eat the next day. 

Summary questions 

1. Nabī ʿĪsā [A] was born without a father. Does it mean he is 
the son of God? 

2. Which divine book was revealed to Nabī ʿĪsā [A]? 
3. What miracles did Allāh [SWT] give Nabī ʿĪsā [A]? 
4. When will Nabī ʿĪsā [A] return? 

Key points 

1) Nabī ʿĪsā [A] is one of 
the five ūlūʾl-ʿazm prophets 
  
2) He was born miraculously 
without a father. His mother 
is Lady Maryam. 
  
3) The Injīl was revealed to 
him. 
  
4) Allāh [SWT] raised him to 
the heavens when the Roman 
soldiers came to arrest him. 
  
5) He is still alive and will re-
turn with Imām al-Mahdī [A]. 

Nabī ʿĪsā [A] is still alive 



TĀRĪKH IN THE QURʾĀN 

 

Learning objectives 

1. Who were the people of 
Rass? 

2. Who were the people of 
Sabt? 

Allāh [SWT] says in the Qurʾān: 
 

ِلَك َكِثيًرا  َوَعاًدا َوَثُموَد َوَأْصَحاَب الرَّسِّ َوقُ ُرونًا بَ ْيَن ذََٰ
ْرنَا تَ ْتِبيًرا  وَُكالًّ َضَربْ َنا َلُه اأْلَْمثَاَلۖ  وَُكالًّ تَ ب َّ

And ʿĀd and Thamūd, and the inhabitants of Rass,  
and many generations between them.  
For each of them We drew examples,  

and each We destroyed completely [25:38-39] 
  
A man from the tribe of Banū Tamīm came to Imām ʿAlī [A] and 
asked him about the people of Rass. 
  
Imām ʿAlī [A] replied: 
  
"You have asked a question no one has yet investigated. There is 
no one except me who can give you the answer, because I know 
the meaning of every verse in the Qurʾān. I also know when, 
where and why it was revealed. The treasures of knowledge Al-
lāh has given me are unlimited, but there are very few who want 
to know. The seekers of truth and wisdom shall miss me when 
they don’t find me among them. 
  
The people of Rass lived between Azerbaijan and Armenia in 
towns on the banks of a river, and worshipped the pine tree 
which Yafas, son of Nabī Nūḥ, planted beside a spring specially 
created by Allāh for Nabī Nūḥ after the great flood.  
  
It was strictly prohibited to use the water of the spring for any 
purpose because they believed that if the spring dried, their god 
would die.  
  
A prophet from the progeny of Nabī Yaʿqūb was sent to them to 
guide them to the right path, but they did not stop worshipping 
the pine tree.  
  
At last Allāh made the tree die. 
The people of Rass were so angry 
they buried the prophet alive in a 
well. Then Allāh punished them. 
All of them perished. No one sur-
vived."  

The people of Rass 

Activity 

In pairs, read verse     
7:163-164 with trans-
lation. What is Allāh 

[SWT] saying in these 
verses? 



 

Did you know? 

The Sabbath is still observed 
by the Jews until today. They 
dedicate this day (Saturday) 
to worship God. 

Summary questions 

1. What did the people of Rass worship? 
2. Why did Allāh [SWT] punish the people of Rass? 
3. What is the day of Sabt (Sabbath)? 
4. Why were the people of Sabt not allowed to work on the 

Sabbath? 
5. How did Allāh [SWT] punish the people of Sabt? 

Key points 

1) The people of Rass 
worshipped a pine tree 
planted by the son of Nabī 
Nūḥ. Allāh [SWT] sent a 
prophet to guide them but 
they did not listen to him. 
Allāh [SWT] therefore 
caused the pine tree to die. 
The people of Rass were an-
gry and buried the prophet 
alive, so Allāh [SWT] pun-
ished them. None of them 
remained alive. 
  
2) The people of Sabt were 
from the Banū Isrāʾīl. They 
disobeyed Allāh [SWT] by 
fishing on the day of Sabt 
(Sabbath). The day of Sabt 
was for worshipping Allāh 
[SWT] only. 
  
3) Allāh [SWT] punished 
them by turning their faces 
into apes. 

The people of Sabt were from the Banū Isrāʾil. Nabī Mūsa [A] 
was one of the prophets sent to guide them. He told them to 
reserve one day of the week for worshipping Allāh [SWT] only. 
On that day, they were not allowed to do anything else. The 
Banū Isrāʾīl requested that Saturday should be the day dedicated 
to worshipping Allāh [SWT]. This day came to be known as the 
Sabbath. 
  
For many years after Nabī Mūsa [A], the Sabbath was faithfully 
observed as a religious day. However, in the time of Nabī Dāwūd 
[A], one group of the Banū Isrāʾil broke this divine rule.  
  
These people were mainly fishermen and fished every day ex-
cept Saturday because of the Sabbath. Allāh [SWT] wanted to 
test them, so he made catching fish very easy on Saturday com-
pared to other days of the week.  
  
The fishermen were tempted by the easy catches on Saturday 
and thought of a plan to get around the Sabbath. They decided 
to place nets in the water on Friday to trap the fish. They would 
then remove the trapped fish on Sunday. 
  
The wise and pious people of the tribe advised these fishermen 
not to violate the command of Allāh [SWT]. However, the fisher-
men continued disobeying the divine commandment and even   
boasted about their clever plan. Finally, the punishment of Allāh 
[SWT] came down and their faces became like animal faces.  
Allāh [SWT] says in the Qurʾān: 
And indeed you know of those amongst you who transgressed on 

the Sabbath, so We said to them, "Become apes, despised and 
hated!" And We made it a lesson for the people of their own 

times and those who came after them and a guidance for those 
who guard against evil. [2:65,66]  

The people of Sabt 



RASŪL ALLĀH [S] 

 

Learning objectives 

Understand that the Muslims 
initially prayed towards Bayt 
al-Muqaddas before Allāh 
[SWT] changed the direction 
of the Qiblah to the Kaʿbah in 
Makkah. 

The early Muslims prayed facing Bayt al-Muqaddas in Jerusalem. 
Apart from the Muslims, the Jews also prayed towards Bayt al-
Muqaddas.  
  
Rasūl Allāh [S] used to come out of his house at night and look at 
the heavens, waiting for Allāh [SWT] to reveal something about 
the direction for prayer for the Muslims. Then Allāh [SWT] re-
vealed the verse: 
 

َلًة تَ ْرَضاَهاۖ  فَ َولِّ  َماِءۖ  فَ َلنُ َولِّيَ نََّك ِقب ْ َقْد نَ َرىَٰ تَ َقلَُّب َوْجِهَك ِفي السَّ
َوْجَهَك َشْطَر اْلَمْسِجِد اْلَحَراِمۖ  َوَحْيُث َما ُكْنُتْم فَ َولُّوا ُوُجوَهُكْم 

 َشْطَرُه ۖ 
We certainly see you turning your face to the sky.  
We will surely turn you to a qiblah of your liking:  

so turn your face towards the Holy Mosque,  
and wherever you may be, turn your faces towards it! [2:144] 

  
Rasūl Allāh [S] and the Muslims were praying ṣalāh when the 
command came from Allāh [SWT] to change the Qiblah from 
Bayt al-Muqaddas in Jerusalem to the Kaʿbah in Makkah.  
  
Rasūl Allāh [S] therefore turned towards the Kaʿbah in Makkah, 
and all the Muslims turned with him. The masjid where this hap-
pened is known as Masjid al-Qiblatayn, which means the 
mosque with two qiblahs. This masjid still exists in Madina today.  

The change of Qiblah for the Muslims 

Activity 

Look at a map of     
Arabia. Can you locate 
Makkah, Madina and 

Jerusalem? 



 

Did you know? 

Masjid al-Qiblatayn is 
among the three earliest 
mosques of Islam, along 
with Masjid al-Qubāʾ and  
Masjid al-Nabawī. All three 
exist until today, and are 
located in Madina. 

Summary questions 

1. In which direction did the early Muslims pray? 
2. Why did Rasūl Allāh [S] and the Muslims wish to have a 

special qiblah for ṣalāh? 
3. What does “Masjid al-Qiblatayn” mean? How did it get its 

name? 

Key points 

1) The Muslims initially 
prayed towards Bayt al-
Muqaddas in Jerusalem. 
  
2) A few months after Rasūl 
Allāh [S]’s Hijrah to Madina, 
Allāh [SWT] commanded him 
to change the qiblah 
(direction of prayer) from 
Bayt al-Muqaddas to the 
Kaʿbah in Makkah. 
  
3) Rasūl Allāh [S] was pray-
ing ṣalāt al-ẓuhr when this 
command came. The masjid 
where he was praying came 
to be known as Masjid al-
Qiblatain (The mosque with 
two qiblahs). 
  

Bayt al-Muqaddas in Jerusalem is to the North of Madina, 
whereas the Kaʿbah in Masjid al-Harām in Makkah is to the 
South. 
  
It is mentioned in some reports that when Allāh [SWT] com-
manded Rasūl Allāh [S] to change the direction of prayer, he 
sent Angel Jibrāʾīl to guide him to the right direction. Rasūl Allāh 
[S] changed direction from North to South in the middle of 
prayer.  

Map of Arabia 



RASŪL ALLĀH [S] 

 

Learning objectives 

After the Hijrah, the Muslims gradually settled into their new lives 
in Madina. They gathered at the Prophet’s mosque every day for 
prayers. They worked together as farmers or traders, and helped 
one another as much as they could. 
  
However, life for the Muslims was not always peaceful in Madina. 
They had to fight several battles against their enemies. The first of 
these battles was against the Quraysh of Makkah. It was fought at a 
place called Badr. 

  
The Hijrah of Rasūl Allāh [S] and the Muslims to Madina did not stop the Quraysh of Makkah 
from plotting to kill him and put an end to Islam. They sent a trade caravan to Syria under the 
leadership of Abū Sufyān (the grandfather of Yazīd), and planned to use the caravan’s profits to 
raise an army to fight the Muslims. 
  
When Rasūl Allāh [S] found out that Abū Sufyān 
was returning from Syria with a caravan full of 
weapons and money to be used against the Mus-
lims, he decided to stop the caravan. In the mean-
time Abu Sufyān found out that the Muslims were 
heading towards him so he sent a messenger to 
Makkah to inform the Quraysh leaders. On receiv-
ing the message, a well-equipped army consisting of 
1000 men, 700 camels and 100 horses left Makkah 
under the command of Abū Jahl. 
  
Rasūl Allāh [S] only had 313 men with him. The Muslims were poorly equipped. They had only 2 
horses and 70 camels. Some of the Muslims had a sword but no shield and others had a shield 
but no sword. Imām ʿAlī [A] held the flag of the Muslim army as they headed towards the village 
of Badr.  
  
Before the Makkan army reached Badr, Abū Sufyān changed his route and sent a message to Abū 
Jahl saying that caravan was now safe and there was no need to fight. Abū Jahl refused to listen 
and decided not to turn back but to continue marching towards Madina to fight the Muslims. 
  

The two armies met at Badr on 17th Ramaḍān 2 AH. The Muslims 
fought bravely even though they were few in number and ill 
equipped. Allāh [SWT] helped them because of their strong faith, 
and they won the battle. By the end of the battle, 70 of the Quraysh 
were killed and 70 more were taken prisoners. Abū Jahl was also 
killed in this battle. The Muslims lost only 14 men. The 70 Makkans 
who were taken by the Muslims as prisoners were treated with 
kindness.  
 
 
 

1. The battle of Badr was 
the first battle fought by 
the Muslims 

2. The Muslims won this 
battle because of their 
strong faith in Allāh 
[SWT]. 

The battle of Badr 

Activity 

In pairs, read verses 
3:123-125 of the 

Qurʾān. What is Allāh 
[SWT] telling us in these 

verses?  



 

Did you know? 

Allāh [SWT] sent 3000 an-
gels dressed as soldiers to 
help the Muslims fight their 
enemies in the battle of 
Badr. 

Summary questions 

1. Why did the Quraysh send a trade caravan to Syria? 
2. Who was the leader of the trade caravan? 
3. Who was the leader of the Makkan army that came to 

fight Rasūl Allāh [S] and the Muslims at Badr? 
4. What lessons can we learn from the battle of Badr? 

Key points 

1) The battle of Badr 
was the first battle fought by 
the Muslims. 
 
2) The battle took place in 
the village of Badr in 2 AH. It 
was against the Quraysh of 
Makkah, who had come with 
a large army to kill the Mus-
lims. Abū Jahl was the leader 
of this army. 
  
3) Rasūl Allāh [S] only had a 
few men with him, but they 
had very strong faith in Allāh 
[SWT]. Allāh [SWT] helped 
them by sending angels in 
the form of soldiers, and 
they won the battle. 

Allāh [SWT] says in the Qurʾān: 

َقْد َكاَن َلُكْم آيٌَة ِفي ِفَئتَ ْيِن اْلتَ َقَتا ِفَئٌة تُ َقاِتُل ِفي َسِبيِل اللَِّه َوُأْخَرى  
 َكاِفَرٌة يَ َرْونَ ُهْم ِمثْ َلْيِهْم رَْأَي اْلَعْيِن 

 َواللَُّه يُ َؤيُِّد بَِنْصرِِه َمْن َيَشاُء 
َرًةِ أَلْوِلي األَْبَصارِ   ِإنَّ ِفي َذِلَك َلِعب ْ

There was certainly a sign for you in the two armies that met (at 
Badr): one force fighting in the way of Allāh and the other faith-
less, who saw them (the Muslims) visibly twice as many. Allāh 

strengthens with His help whomever He wishes. There is indeed a 
moral in that for those who have insight. [3:13] 

  
The victory against the Quraysh gave greater courage and faith 
to the Muslims that Allāh [SWT] was on their side because noth-
ing short of a miracle helped them that day. On the other hand, 
it demoralized the powerful Quraysh clan in Makkah and weak-
ened them because their leaders were killed in this battle.  
  
The victory also sent a powerful message to the neighbouring 
tribes that Muslims were able to defend themselves. 
  
This battle shows how faithful the early Muslims were. Some of 
them had to fight against their own fathers, brothers, sons and 
close relatives for the sake of the Truth. 
  
A lesson for us to learn from this battle is that numbers do not 
matter. Even physical strength and military power does not mat-
ter. When it comes to defending Islam, only faith and trust in 
Allāh [SWT] matters. If we show courage and obey Allāh [SWT], 
He guarantees our victory.  

Allāh [SWT] helped the Muslims at Badr 



RASŪL ALLĀH [S] 

 

Learning objectives 

1. Understand the reasons 
for the battle of Uḥud. 

2. Understand why the 
Muslims did not win this 
battle. 

 The battle of Uḥud was the second battle of Islam. It took place a 
year after the battle of Badr, in Shawwāl 3 AH. The Quraysh 
wanted revenge for their loss at Badr and sent a well-equipped  
army consisting of 3000 soldiers under the command of Abū Su-
fyān to fight the Muslims. They marched towards Madina and 
fought the Muslims at the foot of Mount Uḥud.  
  
Rasūl Allāh [S] had left Madina with 1000 men but ʿAbd Allāh b. 
Ubayy deserted the Muslims with 300 of his men, so Rasūl Allāh [S] 
only had 700 soldiers left. 
  
The Muslims took their position below Mount Uḥud. Rasūl Allāh [S] 
sent some archers to the top of the mountain to protect the Mus-
lims from being attacked from behind. He told them not to leave 
their post whether the Muslims were winning or losing. 
  
Hind, the wife of Abū Sufyān and mother of Muʿāwiyah, had also 
come to this battle to avenge her father and brother who were 
killed by Imām ʿAlī [A] in Badr. She wanted to kill either Rasūl Allāh 
[S], Imām ʿAlī [A] or Ḥamzah. She told her slave Waḥshī that if he 
killed one of them, she would set him free. Waḥshī threw a spear 
at Ḥamzah, Rasūl Allāh [S]’s uncle, and killed him. Hind came to his 
body and cut out his liver and tried to chew it.  
  
Despite the great loss of Ḥamzah, the Muslims fought bravely and 
were winning the battle. The Makkans began running away. At this 
point, the Muslim archers on the mountain thought the war was 
over. They saw some Muslims collecting the war booty so they ran 
down the mountain to take their share. Their commander re-
minded them of what Rasūl Allāh [S] had ordered but they didn’t 
listen.  
A group of the Makkan army was hiding behind the mountain. 
When they saw the mountain unguarded, they  attacked the Mus-
lims from behind them.  
  
  
  
  
  
  
 

The battle of Uḥud 

Activity 

In small groups, com-
pare the battles of 

Badr and Uḥud. What 
similarities and differences 

do they have? The mountains of Uḥud 



 

Did you know? 

Imām ʿAlī [S]’s sword broke 
in the battle of Uḥud so the 
angel Jibrāʾīl brought a new 
sword to Rasūl Allāh [S] 
who gave it to Imām ʿAlī 
[A]. This sword was called 
Dhū al-fiqār and remained 
with Imām ʿAlī [A] until the 
end. Jibrāʾīl praised Imām 
ʿAlī [A] by saying: 
“Lā fatā illa ʿAlī, lā sayf illa 

dhūʾl-fiqār” 
“There is no hero like ʿAlī 
and no sword like Dhū al-

fiqār!” 

Summary questions 

1. Why did the Quraysh of Makkah come to fight the Mus-
lims at Uḥud? 

2. Who was Hind? Why was she at Uḥud? 
3. Why did the Muslims not win this battle? 
4. What is dhūʾl-fiqār? 

Key points 

1) The Quraysh came 
to fight the Muslims in 
Uḥud one year after losing 
the battle of Badr. They 
wanted revenge for their 
loss at Badr. They were led 
by Abū Sufyān. 
  
2) The Muslims did not listen 
to Rasūl Allāh [S]’s command 
and left their position. Many 
of them ran away from the 
battlefield because they 
thought Rasūl Allāh [S] had 
been killed. This is why they 
suffered defeat in this battle. 
  
3) Ḥamzah, Rasūl Allāh [S]’s 
uncle, was martyred in this 
battle. 

Someone threw a rock at Rasūl Allāh [S] and two of his teeth 
broke. He was also hurt on his forehead and face and began 
bleeding. Then someone shouted, "Muḥammad is dead" and 
most of the Muslims began running away up the hills and moun-
tains to save their lives. Only a very few people including Imām 
ʿAlī [A] remained with Rasūl Allāh [S] to defend him. 
  
In all the confusion, 70 Muslims were martyred. Abū Sufyān 
shouted to the Muslims and said, “this is in revenge for Badr!” 
and then they retreated and went back to Makkah. 
  
Rasūl Allāh [S] collected all the Muslim martyrs and prayed over 
the body of each one of them before burying them at Uḥud. He 
was deeply saddened by the loss of his uncle Ḥamzah, and 
grieved for a long time. 
  
After returning to Madina, some of the Muslims wondered why 
Allāh [SWT] did not help them by sending angels like He did in 
the Battle of Badr. Allāh [SWT] revealed āyāh of the Qurʾān to 
Rasūl Allāh [S] telling the Muslims that if they had kept their 
promise to obey Rasūl Allāh [S] then He would certainly have 
helped them but they suffered because of their own greed and 
disobedience.  
  
Allāh [SWT] also scolded the Muslims for running away just be-
cause they thought Rasūl Allāh [S] had been killed: 
  
Muḥammad is but a messenger; (other) messengers have passed 

before him. If he dies or is killed, will you turn back on your 
heels? Anyone who turns back on his heels (and flees) will not 

harm Allāh in the least, and soon Allāh will reward the grateful. 
[3:144] 

Rasūl Allāh [S] is injured at Uḥud 



RASŪL ALLĀH [S] 

 

Learning objectives 

1. An introduction to the 
battle of Ahzāb. 

2. An introduction to the 
battle of Khaybar. 

Two years after the battle of Uḥud, the Quraysh of Makkah decided 
to attack again. This time, they were determined to wipe out the 
Muslims once and for all. They gathered an army of ten thousand 
soldiers under the leadership of Abū Sufyān. 
  
The Muslims, however, were intent not to be defeated. As soon as 
they heard about the Makkan army, they began to prepare a clever 
plan. Salmān al-Fārsi advised them to dig a deep trench (called 
khandaq in Arabic) around the unprotected parts of Madina. They 
hoped the trench would stop the Makkans from invading Madina. 
  
Rasūl Allāh [S] was the first person to start digging. As his pick-axe 
hit to earth, the air was filled with shouts of "Allahū Akbar!". The 
sand flew in all directions as the Muslims joined Rasūl Allāh [S] in 
digging the trench. The line of men digging stretched as far as the 
eyes could see. They worked day and night to complete the trench. 
  
When the Makkan army arrived, they were surprised to see the 
trench. They had never seen anything like it before. Their horses 
started falling into it, and they could not cross it to attack the Mus-
lims. Abū Sufyān was not going to give up so easily. He asked his 
men to survey the trench to find a narrow place where they could 
cross over. 
  
ʿAmr ibn ʿAbd al-Widd al-ʿAmrī, Abū Sufyān’s strongest soldier, 
found a narrow part of the trench and managed to jump over it. He 
challenged the Muslims to fight him, but they were afraid of him. 
Imām ʿAlī [A] was the only person ready to confront him. He fought 
bravely and killed ʿAmr. 
  
This was a big blow for the Makkan army. They had failed to cross 
the trench, and lay siege to Madina. Many days passed, and both 
sides started running out of food. As the nights became colder, the 
hungry and tired soldiers could not take it anymore. Rasūl Allāh [S] 
went up a hill and prayed to Allāh [S] for help. Soon, a fierce storm 
raged outside Madina. It uprooted the tents of the enemy, causing 
their belongings to fly in the air while striking fear in their hearts. 
They started leaving for Makkah. This was a great defeat for them, 
and they never tried to attack Madina again. 
  
This battle came to be known as the battle of Ahzāb (the allies) be-
cause the enemies were made up of an alliance of different tribes. It 
is also called the battle of Khandaq (the trench).  

The battle of Aḥzāb 

Activity 

Which sūrah in the 
Qurʾān is named af-

ter the battle of Ahzāb? 
Read verse 9 of this sūrah. 

What does it say? 

The ruins of Khaybar 



 

Did you know? 

In the battle of Ahzāb, Imām 
ʿAlī [A] threw ʿAmr to the 
ground and was going to kill 
him when ʿAmr spat on him. 
Imām ʿAlī [A] left him alone 
and allowed him to stand and 
fight again. Later on, he was 
asked why he let ʿAmr go the 
first time. He said, “I did not 
want to kill him for my own 
anger. I wanted to kill him 
only for Allāh’s sake.” 
This showed that even in bat-
tle and in danger, Imām ʿAlī 
[A] never forgot why he was 
doing what he was doing.  

Summary questions 
1. Why did the Muslims dig a trench around Madina? 
2. Why is the battle of Khandaq also known as the battle of 

Ahzāb? 
3. Who conquered the last and the strongest fort of Khay-

bar? 
4. In the battle of Ahzāb, why did Imām ʿAlī [A] not kill ʿAmr 

when he spat on him? 

Key points 

Rasūl Allāh [S] knew that unless the Muslims took steps to de-
fend themselves, they would be defeated by their enemies. 
Among those who were hostile to the Muslims were the people 
of  Khaybar. They had helped the Makkans fight the Muslims in 
the battle of Ahzāb. If there were to be peace, the fortresses of 
Khaybar would have to be conquered.  
  
The Muslim army arrived at Khaybar in the darkness of the night.  
As they stood before the fortresses, they looked at the thick, 
solid walls and wondered if they would ever be able to break 
through.  
  
In the morning, the people of Khaybar realised the presence of 
the Muslim army, and started shooting arrows at them from the 
forts. The Muslims fought bravely and started conquering one 
fortress after another. After many days of fighting, only one for-
tress remained. It was the strongest of them all.  
  
That evening, Rasūl Allāh [S] held the flag of his army and said to 
the Muslims, "Tomorrow I shall give this flag to a person who 
loves Allāh and Rasūl Allāh, and is loved by Allāh and Rasūl Allāh. 
Allāh will give us victory at his hands. He is a brave man who 
never turns his back to the enemy and never runs away from the 
battlefield." Everyone wondered who this man would be. 
  
The next morning, Rasūl Allāh [S] gave the flag to Imām ʿAlī [A]. 
He told him to ask the chiefs of the fort to accept Islam. If they 
refused, they should surrender and live freely under Muslim  
protection and pay tax to the Muslim State. If this offer was also 
refused, then he should fight them. 
  
The people of Khaybar refused to surrender. Imām ʿAlī [A] 
fought them and conquered the fort.  

The battle of Khaybar 

1) The Quraysh of Mak-
kah formed alliances 
(Ahzāb) with other tribes, 
including the people of 
Khaybar, and raised a huge 
army to fight the Muslims. 
  
2) Salmān al-Fārsi advised 
the Muslims to dig a trench 
(Khandaq) to protect them-
selves against the Makkan 
army. 
  
3) The Muslims were victori-
ous in the battle of Ahzāb 
(also called the battle of 
Khandaq) 
  
4) In 7 AH, they marched to 
the fortresses of Khaybar 
and conquered them, elimi-
nating any future attacks 
from the people of Khaybar. 



RASŪL ALLĀH [S] 

 

Learning objectives 

1. Ḥajj was made wājib on 
Muslims in 5 AH 

2. Rasūl Allāh [S] prepared 
to go for Ḥajj in 6 AH but 
they Quraysh did not al-
low the Muslims to enter 
Makkah. 

3. The Muslims performed 
their first ʿUmrah in 7 AH. 

In the 5th year after Hijrah, Rasūl Allāh [S] received a command 

from Allāh [SWT] declaring the pilgrimage to Makkah (Ḥajj) wā-

jib. Rasūl Allāh [S] announced to the Muslims that he intended 

to leave Madina in the month of Dhūʾl-Qaʿdah the following year 

to go to Makkah for Ḥajj.  

 The Muhājirūn who had migrated from Makkah to Madina with 
Rasūl Allāh [S] were delighted at this opportunity to return to 
their hometown. The Anṣār, who were the original residents of 
Madina, were also keen to undertake this blessed journey. 
About 1400 Muslims prepared to accompany Rasūl Allāh [S] to 
Makkah. 
  
When they reached close to Makkah, Rasūl Allāh [S] ordered the 
Muslims to stop and pitch their tents. He then sent a message to 
the Quraysh that he wished to enter Makkah to perform Ḥajj. 
However, the Quraysh refused the Muslims to enter Makkah. 
Rasūl Allāh [S] did not wish to fight with them and wanted to 
settle the matter peacefully. He therefore signed a peace treaty 
with the Quraysh. This treaty is called the Treaty of Ḥudaybiyya. 
  
One of the conditions of the Treaty of Ḥudaybiyya was that the 
Muslims would be permitted to visit Makkah the following year 
for ʿUmrah and would be allowed to stay there for three days to 
carry out their religious duties. After a year had passed, Rasūl 
Allāh [S] told the Muslims to prepare for ʿUmrah. 2000 Muslims 
put on the Iḥrām and went with Rasūl Allāh [S] to Makkah. 
  
The sight of Rasūl Allāh [S] with so many Muslims reciting the 
talbiyyah (Labbayk, Allāhumma Labbayk - Here I am, my Lord, 
here I am) as they entered Makkah was so majestic and inspiring 
that many idol-worshippers decided to join become Muslims. As 
Rasūl Allāh [S] did the tawāf around the Kaʿbah, he ordered all 
the Muslims to recite with him: 
  

 َل إَلَه إَل اهلل َوْحَده َصَدَق َوْعَده َوَنَصَر َعْبَده َوَهَزَم األْحَزاَب َوْحَده   
There is no god but Allāh. He is only One. He has acted according 
to his promise (that the Muslims would visit the Ka`bah soon). He 
helped His servant. And He overcame the (polytheist) allies. 

  
The presence of the Muslims in Makkah was so great that they in 

The Muslims prepare for Ḥajj 

Activity 

Read verse 48:27 in 
pairs. What is Allāh 
[SWT] telling us in 
this verse? 



 

Did you know? 

Sūrah al-Fatḥ (sūrah no. 48 
of the Qurʾān) was re-
vealed following the Treaty 
of Ḥudaybiyya. In this 
sūrah, Allāh [SWT] refers to 
the treaty as a clear victory 
for the Muslims. 

Summary questions 

1. In which year did Allāh [SWT] make Ḥajj wājib on the Mus-
lims? 

2. Why did Rasūl Allāh [S] sign the treaty of Ḥudaibiyya with the 
Quraysh? 

3. What is the talbiyyah? 
4. What effect did the ‘Umrah have on the Quraysh of Makkah? 

Key points 

1) Allāh [SWT] made 
Ḥajj wājib on the Muslims in 
5 AH. 
  
2) Rasūl Allāh [S] prepared 
to go for Ḥajj in 6 AH. He 
was accompanied by 1400 
Muslims.  
  
3) The Quraysh did not allow 
the Muslims to enter Mak-
kah for Ḥajj. 
  
4) Rasūl Allāh [S] signed a 
peace treaty with the 
Quraysh, allowing the Mus-
lims to come to Makkah the 
following year (7 AH) to per-
form ʿUmrah for 3 days. 
  
5) The ʿUmrah had such a 
deep impact on the people 
of Makkah that many of 
them became Muslims. 

fact took control of the whole place, including Masjid al-Harām, 
the Kaʿbah and the Hills of Safa and Marwa. Seeing the Muslims 
perform their ʿUmrah made the Quraysh leaders realise that Is-
lam was here to stay and nothing could now stop this great relig-
ion. 
  
When it was time for ṣalāh, Bilāl gave the adhān from the top of 
the Kaʿbah. It was very hard for the Quraysh leaders to see a 
black slave standing on the Kaʿbah and speaking against their 
gods and idols by saying: 
  

 َاْشَهُد َان َل ِاَلَه ِاَل اللَّه 
I bear witness there is no god but Allāh! 

  
When the ʿUmrah was over, the Muhājirūn, who had not seen 
their homes and families in Makkah for over 7 years, went home 
to meet their families. They took their Muslim brothers from 
Madina (the Anṣār) with them to introduce them to their family 
and show them hospitality just as the Anṣār had welcomed them 
when they migrated to Madina. 
  
After three days, Rasūl Allāh [S] ordered the Muslims to keep 
their promise and leave Mak-
kah to return to Madina. 
  
The short visit of the Muslims 
left a deep impression on the 
minds of the Makkan citizens. 
Those who had not yet em-
braced Islam were now very 
keen to learn more about     
Islam. 

Rasūl Allāh [S] and the Muslims perform ʿUmrah 



RASŪL ALLĀH [S] 

 

      Learning objectives 

1. Rasūl Allāh [S] wrote let-
ters to neighbouring 
states and rulers inviting 
them to Islam. 

2. Rasūl Allāh [S] showed 
that Islam was not only a 
religion for the Arabs but 
for the whole world.  

In the year 7 AH, Rasūl Allāh [S] wrote letters to several         
neighbouring states inviting them towards Islam. 
  
At the time, there were four powerful states around Arabia. 
These were Persia (Iran), Byzantine (It was called Rome by the 
Arabs), Egypt and Abyssinia (Ethiopia). 
  
When the Emperor of Persia (Iran) received Rasūl Allāh [S]’s let-
ter inviting him to Islam, he became very angry. He tore the let-
ter to pieces and rudely turned the messenger out of his court. 
He also sent a letter to the ruler of Yemen, who was under him, 
ordering him to send some men to capture Rasūl Allāh [S] and 
bring him to his court. The ruler of Yemen sent his men to cap-
ture Rasūl Allāh [S], but when they saw him, they realized that it 
was impossible to arrest him because he had the support of 
thousands of Muslims. Rasūl Allāh [S] advised them to tell the 
people of Yemen to come out of Persian control and accept Is-
lam. The officers were so impressed with the miraculous knowl-
edge of Rasūl Allāh [S] that they accepted Islam and later many 
people from Yemen also became Muslims. 

  
Rasūl Allāh [S] sent another messenger to the 
Caesar of Rome with a letter of invitation to 
Islam. The Caesar was impressed with the con-
tents of the letter. After making enquiries in 
Arabia and discussing with the Roman priests, 
he was convinced that the message was from 
the same Prophet whose coming had been 
foretold in the Tawrāh and Injīl. However, he 
was afraid that if he openly declared himself a 
Muslim, he would be removed from power by 
the priests. He wrote a letter to Rasūl Allāh [S] 
expressing his faith and devotion to him and 
sent to him gifts. 
  

Rasūl Allāh [S] also sent a letter to the ruler of Egypt inviting him 
to Islam. After reading the letter, he thought about it for a long 
time. He debated with Rasūl Allāh [S]’s messenger until he was 
convinced. However, he was not prepared to give up his position. 
He wrote a letter of regret to Rasūl Allāh [S] and sent some gifts 
back. When Rasūl Allāh [S] received the letter in Madina he said, 
“he has not accepted Islam because of fear losing his power, but 
his rule and  authority will soon come to an end.” 

Invitation of foreign states to Islam 

Group Discussion 

Rasūl Allāh [S] wrote 
letters inviting people 

to Islam. What can you do 
to spread the message of 

Islam to others? 



 

Did you know? 

The early Muslims made 
great sacrifices in spreading 
the message of Islam. Some 
tribes living outside Madina 
came to Rasūl Allāh [S] and 
said they wanted to become 
Muslims. They requested 
Rasūl Allāh [S] to send 
someone to teach them 
about Islam. Rasūl Allāh [S] 
sent 10 trained Qurʾān recit-
ers to them, but once they 
left Madina, they were at-
tacked and killed.  

Summary questions 

1. What were the four powerful states around Arabia at the 
time of Rasūl Allāh [S]? 

2. How did the Emperor of Persia respond to Rasūl Allāh [S]’s 
invitation? 

3. How did the king of Abyssinia respond to Rasūl Allāh [S]’s 
invitation? 

Key points 

1) During the time of Rasūl 
Allāh [S], there were four 
powerful states around Ara-
bia: Persia, Rome, Egypt and 
Abyssinia. 
  
2) Rasūl Allāh [S] wrote let-
ters to the kings of these 
states inviting them to Islam. 
By doing this, Rasūl Allāh [S] 
showed that Islam was for 
the whole world, not just for 
the Arabs. 
  
3) Rasūl Allāh [S] also sent 
Muslims to neighbouring 
tribes to teach people Islam.  
  
4) The early Muslims faced 
many challenges and made 
great sacrifices in spreading 
the message of Islam. 

To the King of Abyssinia 
(Ethiopia), Rasūl Allāh [S] sent two 
letters with a messenger. In one 
letter he invited him to Islam. In 
the other he requested him to 
allow and make arrangements for 
the return of Jaʿfar ibn Abū Ṭālib 
and the other Muslims who had 
migrated to Abyssinia. 
  
The King received the messenger 
of Rasūl Allāh [S] with great re-
spect and kissed the letters as a 
mark of respect before reading 
them. After reading Rasūl Allāh 
[S]’s letter, he immediately re-

cited the kalimah and became a Muslim. He also made arrange-
ments for the Muslims to return to Madina.  

Rasūl Allāh [S]’s letter to the king of Abyssinia 



THE AʾIMMAH [A] 

 

Learning objectives 

1. An introduction into the 
life of Imām Jaʿfar al-
Ṣādiq [A]. 

2. We follow the Jaʿfarī 
school of thought. 

Imām Jaʿfar al-Ṣādiq [A] is our 6th Imām. He was known by many 
titles including al-Ṣābir (the patient one), al-Ṭāhir (the pure), and 
al-Fāḍil (the praiseworthy). His most famous title was al-Ṣādiq (the 
truthful one). This was because he was so truthful that when he 
mentioned a ḥadīth of Rasūl Allāh [S], no one ever doubted it.  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
Imām Jaʿfar al-Ṣādiq always encouraged his followers to work hard. 
A person once saw him working in his farm with a shovel while he 
was sweating. He said to the Imām, “son of Rasūl Allāh, give me 

the shovel, let me dig for you.” The Imām refused and 
said, “I love a person who works with his own hands and 
sweats under the hot sun to earn his living.” 
  
There was a young person working for the Imām. Once 
Imām sent him for some work but the boy was taking too 
long to return. When the Imām went looking for him, he 
found him asleep. The Imām sat besides his head and be-
gan fanning him until he woke up. Then he scolded him 
mildly, like his own son, and told him, “you sleep during 

the day and at night? Don’t do that. Work during the day and 
sleep at night.” 
  
The ʿAbbāsid caliph Manṣūr was very jealous of the Imām and tried 
to bribe him. He invited the Imām to his palace several times so 
that he could give him bribes in the form of gifts, but the Imām  
refused to go to him, telling him that he had no need of worldly 
things. In the end, Mansur poisoned the Imām.  
  
As the Imām lay on his death bed with 
his son Imām al-Kāẓim [A] next to him, 
he made his final will and advised his 
Shīʿah to always remain faithful. He 
also said that on the day of judgment, 
he will not help anyone who takes the 
daily prayers lightly. Imām died in his 
home in Madina and is buried in Jannat 
al-Baqīʿ. 

Imām Jaʿfar al-Ṣādiq [A] 

Activity 

Write down the 
names of the 12 

Aʾimmah [A]. Do you 
remember what their titles 

mean? 

Key facts 
Birth date:  17th Rabīʿ al-Awwal 80 AH in Madina 
Father:  Imām Muḥammad al-Bāqir [A] 
Mother:  Sayyidah Farwā  
Wafāt :  25th Shawwāl 148 AH  



 

Did you know? 

The ʿUmayyad dynasty was 
overthrown by the ʿAbbāsids 
during the lifetime of Imām 
Jaʿfar al-Ṣādiq [A].  
When the ʿAbbāsids wanted 
to overthrow the Banū 
ʿUmayyah, they raised the 
slogan “the chosen one from 
the family of Muḥammad”. 
Many people were fooled by 
them and supported them, 
but as soon as they came to 
power, they started harass-
ing and killing the Ahl al-Bayt 
[A] because they were afraid 
of losing power. 

Summary questions 

1. What is the birth date of Imām Jaʿfar al-Ṣādiq [A]? 
2. What are his titles? Why was he given the title al-Ṣādiq? 
3. Who are some of the famous people who studied under 

Imām Jaʿfar al-Ṣādiq [A]? 
4. Why are we known as the Jaʿfari Muslims? 

Key points 

1) Imām Jaʿfar al-Ṣādiq 
[A] is our 6th Imām. He was 
born on the same date as Ra-
sūl Allāh [S], but almost 70 
years after the wafāt of Rasūl 
Allāh [S]. 
  
2) He was known as al-Ṣādiq 
(the truthful one) because he 
always spoke the truth. 
  
3) He advised his followers to 
work hard and become edu-
cated. He started a school in 
Madina where thousands of 
students studied. 
  
4) We follow the Jaʿfari 
school of Islamic thought, 
which is named after him.  

During the time of  Imām Jaʿfar al-Ṣādiq [A], the ʿUmayyad rulers 
became weak and the ʿAbbāsids were trying to take power and 
become the new rulers. As they were busy fighting each other, 
Imām al-Ṣādiq [A] was left alone and not harassed by them. He 
took this opportunity to spread knowledge by teaching others. 
  
Imām set up a school in Madina where thousands of students 
came to study subjects like chemistry, medicine, mathematics, 

theology, Qurʾān and astronomy. 
He would then send his students 
to different parts of the Muslim 
world to teach others. 
  
The Imām loved to see the Mus-
lims educated, especially his 

Shīʿah, and it made him very sad when he saw Muslims being 
emotional, fanatical or remaining ignorant.  
  
There were many people who benefited from his knowledge, but 
did not agree with him. They started their own schools of 
thought. For example, Anas bin Mālik learnt from the Imām, but 
his thinking led to the formation of the Māliki school. Similarly, 
Abū Ḥanīfah, a great Sunnī jurist, studied under Imām al-Ṣādiq 
[A], but later formed the Ḥanafi school. Wāṣil bin ʿAtāʾ was yet 
another person whose ideas about Islamic belief differed from 
the Imām. He was the founder of the Muʿtazilī school. It sad-
dened the Imām that Muslims were leaving the true door of 
guidance and following others who did not understand the true 
meaning of Islam. 
  
Those Shiʿah who followed the Imām and accepted his teachings 
came to be known as the Jaʿfarī Muslims. 

The Jaʿfari school of thought 



THE AʾIMMAH [A] 

 

       Learning objectives 

Imām Mūsā al-Kāẓim is our 7th Imām. His titles include al-Ṣābir 
(the patient one), al-ʿAbd al-Ṣāliḥ (the pious servant of Allāh 
[SWT]), and al-Amīn (the trustworthy), but his most famous title 
is al-Kāẓim (one who controls his anger). 

  
  
  
  

  
  
  
Abū Baṣīr, a companion of Imām al-Ṣādiq [A] said that he was with the Imām at al-Abwāʾ when a 
messenger came to the Imām to tell him that his wife was about to deliver a baby. The Imām was 
very pleased and went with the messenger. After some time, he came back happy and               
announced, ‘Allāh has blessed me with a son who is the best of those whom Allāh has made 
good.’ When Imām Jaʿfar al-Ṣādiq [A] returned to Madina, he held a banquet (walīmah) for three 
days and invited the poor to come and eat. 
  
Imām al-Kāẓim [A] taught his Shīʿah never to support 
a tyrant or oppressor and never to work for them. He 
encouraged his Shīʿah to keep away from the evil rul-
ers and kings of the time so that they would not be 
part of their sinful acts. However, he allowed his 
Shīʿah to work for the government provided by doing 
so they were able to help others. 
  
A Shīʿah named Ziyād bin Abī Salamah says he used to work for the Caliph. One day he went to 
see the Imām. The Imām asked him, ‘O Ziyād, why do you work for the (unjust) authorities?’ 
  
Ziyād replied, ‘I have a family to look after and I have a skill that they can employ me for. I have 
no other way of earning a living.’ 
  
Imām said to him, ‘O Ziyād, I prefer to fall off a cliff than to work for one of them, except if I can 
use my position to help a muʾmin who is in trouble or free him from imprisonment or pay off his 
debts.’ 

Imām Mūsā al-Kāẓim [A] used to help and feed the poor in Madina. 
He would go out in the night when it was dark and leave food and 
money for them without them knowing who had helped them. 
  
The ʿAbbāsid caliph Hārūn al-Rashīd felt threatened by the popular-
ity of the Imām. He arrested the Imām in the middle of the night 
and sent him to prison in Baghdād, where he had the Imām poi-
soned.  

1. An introduction into the 
life of Imām Mūsa al-
Kāẓim [A]. 

2. Imām taught his follow-
ers never to support the 
unjust oppressors. 

Imām Mūsā al-Kāẓim [A]  

Activity 

List the names of the 
Aʾimmah [A] who are 
buried in Jannat al-

Baqīʿ in Madina. 

Key facts 
Birth date:  7th Safar 128 AH in al-Abwāʾ, just outside Madina 
Father:  Imām Jaʿfar al-Ṣādiq [A]  
Mother:  Sayyidah Hamīdah al-Barbariyyah (from North Africa) 
Wafāt :  25th Rajab 186 AH in Baghdad. 



 

Did you know? 

One of the titles of Imām 
Mūsā al-Kāẓim [A] is Bāb al-
Ḥawāʾij (the door to the ful-
filment of wishes).  
  
The other holy personality 
who shares the same title is 
Hazrat ʿAbbās, son of Imām 
ʿAlī [A].  

Summary questions 

1. Who was the mother of Imām Mūsā al-Kāẓim [A]? Where 
 was she from? 
2. What does the title al-Kāẓim mean? 
3. What did the Imām advise his companion Ṣafwān? 
4. How did the Imām die? Where is he buried? 

Key points 

1) Imām Mūsā al-Kāẓim [A] is 
our 7th Imām. He was born in 
the village of al-Abwāʾ in the  
outskirts of Madina. 
  
2) His mother was a Berber 
from North Africa. 
  
3) The Imām always helped 
the poor and the needy. He 
advised his Shīʿah not to sup-
port or work for the unjust 
rulers and governments 
unless by doing so, they were 
able to help others. 
  
4) Imām was imprisoned and 
poisoned by the caliph Hārun 
al-Rashīd. He died in the 
prison of Baghdād and is bur-
ied in Kāẓmayn.  

One day the Imām met one of his Shīʿah called Ṣafwān al-Jammāl 
who used to rent camels to others. The Imām told Ṣafwān, 
“everything is good about you except that you rent your camels 
to the caliph Hārun!” 
  
Ṣafwān told the Imām, “I am only renting camels to him so he 
can go for Ḥajj.”  
  
The Imām asked Ṣafwān, “Are you hoping that he will come 
back safe and sound from Ḥajj so that he can pay you back your 
money for renting the camels?” 
  
“Yes”, replied Ṣafwān. 
  
Imām al-Kāẓim [A] said, “one who wishes safety and health for 
an oppressor is one of them!” 
  
Ṣafwān realised what he was doing was wrong. He sold all his 
camels so that the caliph could no longer force him to rent his 
camels to him. The caliph Hārun was furious when he learnt that 
Ṣafwān had sold all his camels. He suspected the Imām must be 
the reason for this, so his hatred for the Imām increased even 
further. He ordered his guards to put the Imām in prison and 
poison him. Imām passed away in the prison of Baghdād. He is 
buried in the Kāẓimiyyah area of Baghdād. 

We should not support the oppressors 



THE AʾIMMAH [A] 

 

Learning objectives 

1. Ghaybah al-Kubrā of 
Imām al-Mahdī  [A] 

2. Intiẓār for Imām al-
Mahdī [A]  

Imām al-Mahdi [A] is our living Imām. He is currently in ghaybah, 
and will reappear only when Allāh [SWT] wills. 

The Imām first went into ghaybah when his father passed away. 
He was five years old at the time. This was the first and the 
shorter of the two ghaybahs (al-Ghaybah al-Ṣughrā). During this 
time, the Imām directly appointed his representatives.  
  
Imām al-Mahdī [A] had four representatives during ghaybah al-
ṣughrā. When the fourth and final representative was about to 
die, Imām wrote a letter to him telling him that he was now go-
ing into a complete ghaybah (al-Ghaybah al-Kubrā), and would 
not appoint direct representatives any more. 
  
Imām has advised his Shīʿah to follow those who are learned 
amongst them for guidance on religious matters. Although the 
Imām is in ghaybah, he too guides us in many ways, just as the 
sun continues to benefit us even when it is hidden behind 
clouds.  
  
During the period of Imām’s ghaybah, it is our responsibility to 
get to know him, and to prepare for his return.  
  
Waiting for Imām al-Mahdī [A] to return is called Intiẓār. During 
the time of Intiẓār, it is the duty of all the Shīʿah of Ahl al-Bayt 
[A] to work for the good of humanity and be excellent role mod-
els for others.  It is our responsibility to portray the true values 
of Islam. 
  
Obeying Allāh [SWT] and keeping away from ḥarām are the first 
duties we have towards showing our loyalty to our Imām. There-
after, serving humanity and praying for the return of the Imām 
[A] are also part of our duties to the Imām. 
  

Ghaybah al-Kubrā of Imām al-Mahdī [A]  

Activity 

We should remember 
our Imām all the 

time, especially on 
the day of Friday. What ac-

tions can we perform on 
Fridays to show that we 

care about our Imām and 
look forward to his reap-

pearance? 

Key facts 
Birth date:    15th Shaʿbān 128 AH in Sāmarrāʾ  
Father:     Imām Ḥasan al-ʿAskarī [A]  
Mother:     Sayyidah Narjis 
 al-Ghaybah al-Sughrā: 260 AH - 328 AH 
al-Ghaybah al-Kubrā:  328 AH to date 

Rasūl Allāh [S] said: 
‘The Mahdī is from my de-
scendants. He will have a 

ghaybah during which 
time there will be a lot of 

confusion in the world. 
When he returns, he will 
bring the treasures of the 
prophets and will fill the 

earth with justice and eq-
uity after it is filled with 
injustice and tyranny.’  



 

Did you know? 

Duʿa al-Iftitāh is one of the 
duʿas taught to us by Imām 
al-Mahdī [A]. 
  
We recite this duʿāʾ every 
night in the holy month of 
Ramaḍān. 

Summary questions 

1. When was Imām al-Mahdī [A] born? 
2. The Imām has two periods of ghaybah. Which ones are they? 
3. What does intiẓār mean? 
4. What do the titles al-Muntaẓir and al-Muntaẓar mean? 
5. What are our responsibilities during the ghaybah of the 

Imām? 
6. What actions can we perform to show that we care for the 

Imām? 

Key points 

1) Imām al-Mahdī [A] went 
into al-Ghaybah al-Ṣughrā 
after his father passed away. 
He was 5 years old at the 
time. This ghaybah lasted 69 
years. 
  
2) After this time, the Imām 
went into al-Ghaybah al-
Kubrā. He is still in ghaybah 
until today. 
  
3) The Shīʿah are waiting for 
the Imām to reappear and 
fill the earth with justice and 
equity. 
  
4) The Imām is also eagerly 
waiting for his reappear-
ance. 

Just as we are doing intiẓār (waiting) for the Imām, he too is do-
ing our intiẓār.  
  
Some of the titles of the Imām include: 
Al-Muntaẓir - The one who everyone is waiting for 
Al-Muntaẓar - The one who is waiting (to reappear) 
  
We are waiting for him to return because we want to see justice 
and peace established on the earth and the removal of all our 
suffering. The Imām [A] is waiting for us to show him that we are 
ready for his return and that we are pious and sincere and not 
greedy for the world. The Imām will only return when the people 
are ready to follow him sincerely.  
  
The first people to come to help the Imām when he reappears 
will be 313. They will be the most pious, learned and courageous 
people, and will come from different parts of the world. Allāh 
[SWT] will bring them all together to Makkah when the Imām 
returns. This number 313 is the same as the number of Muslims 
who fought on the side of Rasūl Allāh [S] in the battle of Badr. 

Waiting for the reappearance of Imām al-Mahdī [A]  




