FIQH

Class 8

THE QIBLAH
Learning objectives
1. What is the qiblah? Why
is it important?
2. When should Muslims
face the qiblah?
3. How do we find the qiblah?

The Qiblah
Qiblah is the direction of the Kaʿbah in
Makkah. The Kaʿbah is the cube-shaped
building that was built by Nabī Ibrāhīm [A]
and his son Nabī Ismāʿīl [A], and it is in the
middle of Masjid al-Ḥarām, the Holiest
masjid for Muslims. The location of the
Kaʿbah is the most sacred place on the
earth.

Why should we face the qiblah when we pray?

Do you
remember?
It is ḥarām to
face qiblah or have one’s
back facing the qiblah
when using the washroom.

Muslims are required to face the qiblah
when performing their daily prayers. When
Muslims go for pilgrimage to Makkah (Ḥajj or
ʿUmrah), they go around the Kaʿbah 7 times
and this is called ṭawāf. Muslims also face
the qiblah when slaughtering an animal.
When Muslims die, they are buried lying on
their right shoulder with their face towards
the qiblah. Also, when a person is about to
die, it is iḥtiyāṭ wājib to turn his/her feet towards the qiblah if possible.
Besides the Kaʿbah itself, the qiblah includes all the space from
the ground below it to the sky above it. For those who live far
away from the Kaʿbah it is not necessary that they should pray in
a straight line to the Kaʿbah. They only have to ensure that they
pray facing the shortest direction towards Makkah.

Activity
Use a compass to find the
direction of qiblah in your
classroom.

ۖ اها
َّ ك فِي
َ َّك قِ ْب لَةً تَ ْر
َ الس َم ِاء ۖ فَ لَنُ َولِّيَ ن
َ ب َو ْج ِه
َض
َ ُّقَ ْد نَ َر ٰى تَ َقل
ِِ
ۖ ْح َر ِام
َ فَ َو ِّل َو ْج َه
َ ك َشط َْر ال َْم ْسجد ال
ُ َو َح ْي
ُوه ُك ْم َشط َْره
َ ث َما ُك ْنتُ ْم فَ َولُّوا ُو ُج

Many a time We have seen you [Prophet] turn your face towards
Heaven, so We are turning you towards a prayer direction that
pleases you. Turn your face in the direction of the Sacred
Mosque: wherever you [believers] may be, turn your faces to it...
[2:144]

How do we find the qiblah?

Did you know?

There are several ways of finding the qiblah:

When Rasūl Allāh [S] first
started preaching in Makkah, the qiblah was Bayt alMuqaddas. However, after
Rasūl Allāh [S]’s hijrah to
Madina, Allāh [SWT] instructed Rasūl Allāh [S] to
change the qiblah from
Bayt al-Muqaddas to the
Kaʿbah.

1. Using a compass: To use a compass, we
need to know the direction of Makkah from
where we live. For example, Makkah is approximately to the South East of the UK.
Therefore, if we have a compass, we can find
out which direction is South East, and pray in
that direction.
2. Find a masjid nearby: Even if it is closed,
if you find the mihrāb (where the prayer
Imām stands), you can know the qiblah.
3. Find a Muslim grave in a cemetery: Muslims are buried on
their right shoulder with their face towards
qiblah. If you know where the tombstone or
head of the grave is, then the qiblah will be
towards the right of the tombstone if you
stand behind the tombstone facing the grave.
4. Looking at the sun: We can identify East and
West based on the rising/setting of the sun, and
work out the qiblah based on that. However, that
would not be very accurate. It would only give an
approximate direction.
If there is absolutely no way of finding the
qiblah, one must pray the wājib ṣalāh in all
4 directions, at right angles to each other. If
there isn’t enough time to do so before the
ṣalāh becomes qaḍāʾ, then one can pray in
any direction. If a person is sure the qiblah
is within 2 possible directions, then ṣalāh should be prayed in
both those directions.

Summary questions
1.
2.
3.

What is the qiblah?
When is it wājib to face the qiblah?
How do we find the qiblah?

Key points
1) The Kaʿbah is our
qiblah. We must face the
qiblah when performing
ṣalāh, and when slaughtering animals for food.
2) When a person is about
to die, we should place
him/her in such a way that
his/her feet face qiblah.
Muslims are buried with
their face towards qiblah.
3) We can find the qiblah
by using a compass, looking at the mihrāb of a
mosque, or a Muslim’s
grave.

ṢALĀT AL-JAMĀʿAH
Learning objectives
1. What are the benefits
of ṣalāt al-jamāʿah?
2. How do we join ṣalāt aljamāʿah?

Ṣalāt al-jamāʿah
It is strongly recommended that all wājib prayers should be performed in congregation (jamāʿah). The importance of ṣalāt aljamāʿah is such that even those who have already prayed on
their own, are encouraged to repeat their ṣalāh if they meet
with a group that is praying together.
What are the benefits of praying in jamāʿah?
Some of the benefits of ṣalāt al-jamāʿah are that it promotes:

Activity
List the benefits of
praying in jamāʿah.
How does ṣalāt al-jamāʿah
promote unity?



Equality: The poor and rich, of all colours and ethnicities,
stand together shoulder-to-shoulder as equals before Allāh
[SWT].



Unity: Same language. All actions are done together at same
time. This teaches us to be united at all times.



Friendship & Networking: Creates opportunities for Muslims
to meet and be part of each other’s friendship circle. Opportunities to help each other (business, family, etc.) arise.



Discipline: Standing still in straight rows, following the Imām
in everything he/she does and says.



Prestige of Islam. Keeps the masjid and Muslim community
thriving. A show of strength against the enemies of Islam.



Limitless spiritual reward. Two people praying ṣalāt aljamāʿah get the thawāb of 150 prayers for each rakʿah. 3 people = 600 prayers per rakʿah. 4 people = 1200 prayers. 5 people = 2400 prayers. This keeps doubling until there are 10
people in jamāʿah who get the thawāb of 72,800 prayers for
each rakʿah. After 11 people, only Allāh [SWT] knows the reward.

Reciting loudly and whispering

Did you know?

When we pray ṣalāt al-ẓuhr and ṣalāt al-ʿaṣr, it is wājib for both
men and women to recite the 2 surahs in the first 2 units of
prayer softly.

Mustaḥab prayers cannot
be performed in jamāʿah,
except ṣalāt al-ʿīdayn and
ṣalāt al-istisqā (for rain).

When we pray ṣalāt al-fajr, ṣalāt al-maghrib and ṣalāt al-ʿishāʾ, it
is wājib for men to recite the 2 surahs in the first 2 units of
prayer loudly, but women can recite the surahs either loudly or
softly.
In the 3rd and 4th rakʿah of any ṣalāh, it is wājib for both men and
women to recite the taṣbiḥāt al-arbaʿah softly.

When a maʿṣūm Imām is
physically present, the ṣalāt
al-ʿīdayn become wājib and
must be performed in
jamāʿah.

If a person forgets, it is okay, but as soon as he/she remembers,
he/she must correct themselves otherwise their ṣalāh is bāṭil.
For example, if a man forgets and recites sūrat al-Ḥamd in the
first or second rakʿah of ṣalāt al-maghrib softly, and then remembers half-way, he must immediately continue reciting it
loudly, otherwise his/her ṣalāh is bāṭil.
On Fridays, instead of ṣalāt al-ẓuhr, we can pray ṣalāt alJumuʿah. The 2 surahs in ṣalāt al-Jumuʿah are recited loudly.
Even if a person is not praying ṣalāt al-Jumuʿah and praying the
regular ṣalāt al-ẓuhr, it is mustaḥab to recite the two ṣurahs in
the first 2 rakʿahs loudly because it is Friday. The qirāʿah in ṣalāt
al-ʿaṣr is recited softly even on Fridays.
In ṣalāt al-jamāʿah, it is makrūh:
O

O

To start a new row when there is room in the existing rows.
For a follower to recite any dhikr so loud that the Imām can
hear him.

Summary questions
1.
2.
3.
4.

What are the benefits of praying in jamāʿah
(congregation)?
What is the reward of praying in jamāʿah?
Which 2 mustaḥab prayers can be offered in jamāʿah?
What is considered makrūh in ṣalāt al-jamāʿah?

Key points
1) Ṣalāt al-jamāʿah refers
to praying in congregation.
It is highly recommended,
and carries a lot of reward.
2) It also promotes unity,
equality, friendship and
discipline in a community.
3) The qiraʿah (reciting the
two surahs in the first two
rakʿahs in ṣalāh) should be
recited loudly in fajr,
maghrib and ʿishāʾ prayers,
and softly in ẓuhr and ʿaṣr
prayers.

QAḌĀʾ ṢALĀH
Learning objectives
1. What is qaḍāʾ ṣalāh?
2. How do we perform
qaḍāʾ ṣalāh?
3. How do we perform
qaṣr ṣalāh which has
become qaḍāʾ?

Qaḍāʾ ṣalāh
Qaḍāʾ ṣalāh is performed in
compensation for a ṣalāh
that has not been performed during its proper
time. It is wājib to repay all
those prayers that have
been missed for whatever
reason. However, there are certain situations where a person
does not have to offer qaḍāʾ ṣalāh:
O

O

O

Bālighah women are excused from offering qaḍāʾ ṣalāh for
prayers that they miss out at certain times of the month.
Those who suffer from mental illness do not have to pray ṣalāh.
A non-Muslim who becomes a Muslim does not have to pray
qaḍāʾ ṣalāh for the time before he or she became a Muslim.
However, if a Muslim loses his/her faith for a duration and
then returns to Islam, he or she must make up for all the
missed prayers.

The qaḍāʾ of ṣalāh should not be taken lightly and should be repaid as soon as possible. It is also wājib to pray the qaḍāʾ for all
prayers that were incorrectly performed at their due time.
A qaḍāʾ ṣalāh can be performed at any time. For example, the
qaḍāʾ for fajr ṣalāh can be repaid even at ẓuhr or maghrib time,
and so on. Qaḍāʾ ṣalāh can also be performed in jamāʿah. For
example, if the Imām of Jamāʿah is leading ṣalāt al-ʿishāʾ, you
can pray your qaḍāʾ of ẓuhr with the jamāʿah.

Activity
If a person does not
pray for one week, what is
the total number of rakaʿāt
he/she will have to offer as
qaḍāʾ ṣalāh?

Qaḍāʾ for ṣalāt al-qaṣr and ṣalāt al-āyāt
How do we perform qaḍāʾ for ṣalāt al-qaṣr?
If a person does not pray a qaṣr
ṣalāh on time, he/she must offer qaḍāʾ for the missed prayer.
The qaḍāʾ ṣalāh should also be
shortened (qaṣr), even if the
person is no longer
travelling and is back home.
Similarly, if a person offers qaḍāʾ ṣalāh whilst on a journey (for
prayers that were missed in one’s home town), the qaḍāʾ should
be the full 4 rakaʿāt and not shortened.

Did you know?
It is wājib on the eldest son
to perform the qaḍāʾ ṣalāh
of his father if his father
dies without having prayed
all his prayers.
If the eldest son is unable
to perform the qaḍāʾ ṣalāh
of his deceased father, he
must pay someone to do it
on his behalf.

How is the qaḍāʾ for ṣalāt al-āyāt performed?
Ṣalāt al-āyāt is wājib when a
natural disaster (such as an
earthquake) or an eclipse
occurs. If a person fails to pray
ṣalāt al-āyāt, they still have to
pray its qaḍāʾ. If a person did
not know there was a total
eclipse in his or her town and
later finds out, he/she should
pray the qaḍāʾ. If it was a partial eclipse, and they hear about it
after it is over, they do not have to pray the qaḍāʾ.
In the case of an earthquake, ṣalāt al-āyāt should be performed
without delay. However, if there is a delay, the ṣalāh should be
performed with the niyyah of ‘qurbatan ilallāh’ without specifying adā or qaḍāʾ.

Summary questions





What is qaḍāʾ ṣalāt? Is it wājib?
How should we offer the qaḍāʾ of a qaṣr ṣalāh?
If a person converts to Islam, do they have to offer qaḍāʾ
ṣalāh for the days before he/she became Muslim?
Which other categories of people do not have to offer
qaḍāʾ ṣalāh?

Key points
1) Qaḍāʾ ṣalāt must be offered for prayers which are
not offered on time.
2) It is wājib to offer qaḍāʾ
ṣalāh for all missed
prayers.
3) The qaḍāʾ for a qaṣr
ṣalāh should also be shortened (qaṣr), and the qaḍāʾ
for a complete prayer must
be offered in full.
4) It is wājib on the eldest
son to offer the qaḍāʾ
ṣalāh of his deceased father.

ṢAWM
Learning objectives
1. What is ṣawm?
2. What are the benefits of
ṣawm?
3. What are the basic rules
related to ṣawm?

An introduction to ṣawm
Ṣawm is the Arabic word for ‘fasting’ and it usually refers to fasting in the Holy month of Ramaḍān.
Ṣawm means not eating or drinking from fajr to maghrib time
for the sake of Allāh [SWT] and in order to get closer to Allāh
[SWT].
Allāh [SWT] says in the Qurʾān:

Do you
remember?
Ṣawm is 1 of the 10 furūʿ
al-dīn.
Do you remember the
other 9?

ِ َّ
ِ
ام
ِّ ب َعلَْي ُك ُم
ُ َالصي
َ ين
َ يَا أَيُّ َها الذ
َ آمنُوا ُكت
ِ َّ
ِ
ين ِم ْن قَ ْبلِ ُك ْم لَ َعلَّ ُك ْم تَتَّ ُقو َن
َ ب َعلَى الذ
َ َك َما ُكت

O you who have faith! Fasting has been prescribed for you
as it was prescribed for those before you, so that you may attain
taqwa. [2:183]
What is the meaning of taqwa?
While we fast, we are guests of Allāh [SWT] and we got lots of
thawāb. Allāh [SWT] loves those who fast.
What are some of the benefits of fasting?
· Ṣawm teaches us to be patient
· It reminds us of poor people who don’t have enough to eat
or drink, so that we may share what we have with others
· It makes us healthy
· It brings us closer to Allāh [SWT]
· It reminds us of Qiyāmah, so that we prepare for it
· It encourages us to perform other good deeds such as reciting the Qurʾān and going to mosque
Muslims have to pray 5 times a day and have to fast for the
whole month of Ramaḍān starting from the time they reach the
age of bulūgh.

Activity
In pairs, list the 10 furūʿ aldīn (branches of religion).

We should try and fast as much as we can in the month of
Ramaḍān even if we are not yet bāligh(ah), so that when we
grow up and become bāligh(ah), we can fast throughout the
whole month more easily.
We must have the correct niyyah (intention) before we fast. For
example, in the month of Ramaḍān, we should make the niyyah
that we are fasting for the month of Ramaḍān qurbatan ilallāh.

Did you know?

Actions which invalidate ṣawm
What breaks a Fast? (mubṭilāt al-ṣawm)
A fast is broken if someone does any of the following deliberately between the time of fajr and
maghrib:
O Eating and drinking.
O Smoking or inhaling thick dust or (smoke)
fumes.
O Vomiting.
O Lying about Allāh [SWT] and the Maʿṣumīn
[A].
The fast is only broken if any of the above acts
are done intentionally. This means if someone
forgets and has a sip of water or eats food, it
doesn’t break his/her fast.




The niyyah for fasting
should be purely for the
pleasure of Allāh [SWT]
(qurbatan ilallāh). If a person fasts with any other
intention, such as losing
weight, the fast becomes
invalid.



We are not required to fast when we are ill or
travelling. However, we have to repay the missed fasts (qaḍāʾ) as
soon as we are able to do so.

If a person does not fast intentionally, or breaks a fast intentionally without a valid reason (according to the sharīʿah), he/she
has to perform qaḍāʾ as well as kaffārah.
Those travellers who have to offer qaṣr (shortened) ṣalāh cannot
fast and should repay the fasts as qaḍāʾ later on. Those travellers
whose ṣalāh is not shortened (such as those who stay more than
10 days at a place or whose profession involves travelling) have
to fast during their journey.

Summary questions
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

What are some of the benefits of ṣawm?
How do we make the niyyah for a fast in the month of
Ramaḍān?
What things invalidate a fast?
In which situations are travellers allowed to fast?
When is it not wājib on a bāligh(ah) person to fast?

Key points
1) Ṣawm is the Arabic word
for fasting.
2) Fasting in the month of
Ramaḍān is wājib on every
bāligh(ah) person.
3) There are many benefits
of fasting, but it should be
done purely for the pleasure
of
Allāh
[SWT]
(qurbatan ilallāh).
4) If a person misses a fast,
he/she must keep a qaḍāʾ
fast.

AMR BĪ AL-MAʿRŪF
Learning objectives
1. What does amr bī almaʿrūf mean?
2. Why is it necessary in
society?
3. How is it done?

What is amr bī al-maʿrūf?
Amr bī al-maʿrūf means “commanding towards the good”. It is
one of the furūʿ al-dīn. It is wājib on every Muslim to encourage
others to act according to the laws of Allāh [SWT].
Allāh [SWT] says in the Qurʾān:

ِ
ِ ْخي ِر ويأْمرو َن بِالْمعر
ِ
وف َويَ ْن َه ْو َن َع ْن
ُْ َ
ُ ُ َ َ ْ َ َولْتَ ُك ْن م ْن ُك ْم أ َُّمةٌ يَ ْدعُو َن إلَى ال
ك ُه ْم ال ُْم ْفلِ ُحو َن
َ ِال ُْم ْن َك ِر َوأ ُْولَئ
There has to be a nation among you summoning to the good,
bidding what is right, and forbidding what is wrong. It is they
who are the successful. [3:104]

Luqmān advised his son:

ِ
اصبِ ْر َعلَى َما
َّ يَابُنَ َّي أَقِ ْم
ْ الصَلَ َة َوأْ ُم ْر بِال َْم ْع ُروف َوانْهَ َع ْن ال ُْمن َك ِر َو
ك ِم ْن َع ْزِم األ ُُموِر
َ ِك إِ َّن ذَل
َ ََصاب
َأ

O my son! Maintain the prayer (ṣalāh) and bid what is right and
forbid what is wrong,
and be patient over whatever befalls you. That is indeed the
steadiest of courses. [31:17]

What would happen if we stopped performing amr bī almaʿrūf?
If we stop advising others to do good deeds, evil deeds will
spread in society. As a result, everyone living in that society will
suffer.

Activity
How would you advise your
friend to pray when it is
time for ṣalāh?

We should not have an attitude where everyone minds their
own business and does not care about others. This is because we
live in communities, and if one person is allowed to be bad, they
will slowly influence others to be bad too.

Situations in which amr bī al-maʿrūf is wājib

Did you know?

Al-amr bī al-maʿrūf (and al-nahy ʿan al-munkar) are only wājib
under the following conditions:

When Imām al-Ḥasan [A]
and Imām al-Ḥusayn [A]
were young, and they saw
an old man doing wuḍūʿ
the wrong way. They didn’t
want to tell him directly
that his wuḍūʿ was wrong
because they did not want
him to feel embarrassed.
So they asked him to watch
their wuḍūʿ and tell them
who was doing it correctly.
When the old man saw
them perform wuḍūʿ, he
realised his mistake and
said, “You are both right. I
am the one who is wrong!”

When it is possible that a person’s advice will be
effective. If a person knows his/her actions,
words or attitude will make a difference
(especially with a family member or friend),
then it is wājib. But if there is no hope that it
will make a difference then it is not wājib.
The person doing amr bī al-maʿrūf should know
the laws of Islam concerning what he or she is
encouraging others to do, otherwise the person
advising may do more harm than good.
The person advising someone else should be
practicing that which they are advising others to
do. It is wrong to preach what we don’t practice
ourselves!
The person doing ḥarām or not doing that
which is wājib should be guilty of this constantly. In other words if a person makes a mistake once or forgets once but usually knows
and practices correctly, we don’t have to point
out he/her mistake.
Amr bī al-maʿrūf should not be carried out in a
manner that may hurt the feelings of people
and drive them further away from Islam.

Summary questions
1.
2.
3.
4.

What is the meaning of amr bī al-maʿrūf?
What does the Qurʾān say about amr bī al-maʿrūf?
What are the conditions for amr bī al-maʿrūf to become
wājib?
What will happen if we stop performing amr bī al-maʿrūf?

Key points
1) Amr bī al-maʿrūf
mean encouraging others
towards good deeds.
2) We should only tell others to do good, if we practice it ourselves first. We
should also be polite when
we advise others, and
should be careful not to
hurt their feelings.
3) If we stop encouraging
towards good acts in society, the whole society will
slowly become evil and
corrupt.

NAHY ʿAN AL-MUNKAR
Learning objectives
1. What is nahy ʿan almunkar?
2. Why is it necessary?
3. How should we perform
it?

What is nahy ʿan al-munkar?
Nahy ʿan al-munkar means “forbidding that which is evil”. It is
an act of worship from the furūʿ al-dīn (branches of religion). It is
wājib on every Muslim to discourage others from sinful and improper behaviour.
Allāh [SWT] says in the Qurʾān:

ِ َّاس تَأْمرو َن بِالْمعر
ِ ْ ُك ْنتم َخي ر أ َُّم ٍة أُ ْخ ِرج
وف
َ
ُْ َ
ُ ُ ِ ت للن
َْ ُْ
…َوتَ ْن َه ْو َن َع ْن ال ُْمن َك ِر َوتُ ْؤِمنُو َن بِاللَّ ِه

You are the best nation [ever] brought forth for mankind:
you bid what is right and forbid what is wrong,
and have faith in Allāh. [3:110]

Why is nahy ʿan al-munkar necessary in society?
If we stop practicing nahy ʿan al-munkar, evil will spread in society and corrupt people will take over the community. They will
then oppress people and it will be very difficult to stop them.
As a punishment for not practising nahy ʿan al-munkar, Allāh
[SWT] does not answer the prayers of people asking for help
when they are ruled by an oppressor, because they did nothing
to stop evil when it was spreading.
Imām al-Bāqir [A] says that Allāh [SWT] punished both the evil as
well as the good people from the tribe of Nabī Shuʿayb [A], because the good people were very friendly with the evil ones and
did not stop them from committing evil.

Activity
Read the translation of
verses 26:157-158.
What is Allāh [SWT] teaching us in these verses?

In ziyārat al-wārithah, we not only curse those who killed Imām
al-Ḥusayn [A], but also those who were pleased when they heard
that the Imām had been killed in Karbalāʿ.
These examples show that supporting an evil doer is as bad as
committing the evil act.

How is nahy ʿan al-munkar performed?

Did you know?

When you see someone skipping something wājib or doing
something ḥarām, you must stop them from doing so. This can
be done at different levels:

If we don’t stop people
from committing evil, we
will also be punished with
the evil doers. Imām ʿAlī [A]
says: Only one person from
the people of Thamūd
killed the camel that Allāh
[SWT] sent to them, but
the whole community was
punished because they did
not stop this evil act.
[Nahj al-Balāghah, sermon
201]

The first level is to use wisdom and love to guide the
person.

If this does not work, the second level is to show your
disapproval and disappointment for the wrong action.
This can be done through facial expressions for example, or not being too friendly and happy around the
person, so that they may realise that they need to
change and improve themselves.

The third level is to speak to them directly. One should
do this politely but firmly and try and convince the person to change, even if it means showing some anger.

Amr bī al-ma’rūf and nahy ʿan al-munkar are not wājib if they
put one’s life in danger.
It is wājib on all Muslims to advice others to do good or refrain
from evil, but it is not wājib to keep advising over and over again
if the evil doer does not listen to the advice.

Key points
1) Nahy ʿan al-munkar
refers to forbidding others
from that which is evil.
2) It is wājib to advice others to refrain from evil
deeds.
3) If we stop forbidding
evil, the whole society will
slowly become evil, and
even the good people will
suffer.

Summary questions
1.
2.
3.
4.

What is the meaning of nahy ʿan al-munkar?
What are the different levels of nahy ʿan al-munkar?
Why did Allāh [SWT] punish all the people of Thamūd?
What will happen to society if we stop performing nahy
ʿan al-munkar?

4) When Allāh [SWT] punishes the evil doers, He will
also punish those who
knew about the evil deeds
of others but did not try to
stop them.

