ʿAQĀʾID

Class 8

TAWḤĪD
Learning objectives
1. What does Tawḥīd
mean?
2. How do we prove the
existence of Allāh
[SWT]?

Do you
remember?
Tawḥīd is the first uṣūl aldīn. It refers to the oneness of Allāh [SWT]. The
other 4 uṣūl are ʿAdālah,
Nubuwwah, Imāmah and
Qiyāmah.

Belief in Allāh [SWT] is a natural instinct
If we study the history of human
beings we will realise that humans
have always had faith in a Higher
Power and Creator. This is a part of
our instinct (fiṭrah) built into our
consciousness to the extent that
we can say that those who deny
the existence of God hold an unnatural belief.
Rasūl Allāh [S] said:
“Every child is born on the natural instinct (the fiṭrah to believe
in One God only). Then it is the child’s parents who make the
child a Christian or a Jew or a Magian (and so on).”
It is also this natural instinct to believe in One God only - the
fiṭrah of Tawḥīd – that the Qurʾān refers to when it says:

ِ َ فَأَقِم وجه
ِ ِ
َِّ ِ َّ
َّاس َعلَْي َها
َْ َ ْ
َ ك للدِّي ِن َحني ًفا فط َْرةَ الله التي فَطََر الن
ِ
ِّين الْ َقيِّ ُم
َ ِيل لِ َخل ِْق اللَّ ِه ذَل
ُ ك الد
َ الَ تَ ْبد
ِ َولَ ِك َّن أَ ْكثَ َر الن
َّاس الَ يَ ْعلَ ُمو َن

So set your heart on the religion as a people of pure faith, the
instinct (fiṭrah) of Allāh according to which He originated mankind. There is no altering Allāh’s creation; that is the upright religion, but most people do not know. [30:30]
In other words, no matter what we do, as human beings, we will
always instinctively want to believe in God because that is how
Allāh [SWT] made us.
How do we know that Allāh [SWT] exists?

Activity
Spend 5 minutes in
complete silence to
think about why
you believe in Allāh [SWT].
How do we know Allāh
[SWT] exists?

There are many signs all around us which tell us that the universe could not have been created without an intelligent designer. Everything in
the universe has been created perfectly.
If everything was created by chance or
by accident, there would be a lot of mistakes in creation.

The story of the spinning wheel
One day, Rasūl Allāh [S] was out with some of his companions
(asḥāb), when they came across an old woman working on a
spinning wheel. As she was spinning yarn, she was praising Allāh
[SWT] for all His blessings. Rasūl Allāh [S] stopped to ask her
about her health. Then he said to her, “Tell me, what made you
believe in Allāh?”
On hearing this, the woman stopped working on the spinning
wheel, thought for a while and then replied: “Oh Rasūl Allāh!
Have a look at this spinning-wheel. As long as I move it, it spins.
As soon as I stop turning it, it stops. If such a simple thing cannot
function unless someone keeps it going, how is it possible for the
whole universe to work so well without someone driving it?
There must be someone to run it. Someone who must be controlling every detail. That can only be Allāh, who is the Creator and
the Master of everything!”
Rasūl Allāh [S] was very pleased with the old woman's reply and
told his companions to learn from her faith and to have as strong
a faith in Allāh [SWT] as she did.

Did you know?
An atheist sailor asked
Imām al-Ṣādiq [A] to prove
Allāh [SWT]’s existence.
The Imām asked him,
“Have you ever been in a
storm in middle of the sea,
and thought that you were
going to drown and die?”
“Yes!” replied the man.
Then the Imām [A] asked,
“At that moment, did you
have hope that someone
might save you?” “Yes”,
said the man. “That
Power”, said the Imām, “in
which you had hope and
that saved you, is Allāh!”

Key points
1) Tawḥīd is the first
root of religion. It refers to
the unity of Allāh [SWT]
(that Allāh [SWT] is One).

Summary questions
1.
2.

4.

What is the meaning of Tawḥīd?
How do we know that Allāh [SWT] exists?
3.How can we tell by looking at the world around us that
Allāh [SWT] exists?
What does the Qurʾān say about our fiṭrah?

2) There are many signs in
the universe around us
which prove the existence
of an intelligent Creator
and Sustainer.
3) We also have an internal
fiṭrah (instinct) which tells
us that Allāh [SWT] exists.

ʿADĀLAH
Learning objectives
1. What is ʿAdālah?
2. Allāh [SWT]’s actions
are based on wisdom.
3. Why can Allāh [SWT]
not be unjust?
4. Why do we suffer from
natural disasters?

Allāh [SWT] is ʿĀdil
Muslims believe that Allāh [SWT] is always fair and just. Allāh
[SWT] never does any wrong to anyone. Allāh [SWT] says in the
Qurʾān:

ِض
ِ اع ْف َها وي ْؤ
ِ ٍ َ إِ َّن اللَّهَ الَ يَظْلِم ِمثْ َق
ت ِم ْن
َ ُسنَةً ي
َُ
َ ال ذَ َّرة َوإ ْن تَ ُك ْن َح
ُ
ِ
يما
ْ لَ ُدنْهُ أ
ً َج ًرا َعظ

Indeed Allāh does not wrong [anyone] [even to the extent of] an
atom’s weight, and if it be a good deed He doubles it[s reward],
and gives from Himself a great reward. [4:40]
Usually when people are unjust or unfair to others, it is because:
 they needs something they cannot get and try to take it by
force.
 they are weak and someone is forcing them to be unjust.
 they are greedy for more power or money or there is something else that they want.
 they are not aware that what they are doing is unfair and
wrong.
None of the above reasons apply to Allāh [SWT]: He has no need
to wrong anyone, because He is all-Powerful. Allāh [SWT] cannot
be forced by anyone to do anything and He doesn’t need anything or anyone. No one can threaten Allāh [SWT] and He is allWise and knows what is fair or unfair more than anyone else.
Allāh [SWT] says in the Qurʾān:

ِ ِ ِ وما اللَّهُ ي ِري ُد ظُلْما لِلْعالَ ِم
ِ السماو
ات َوَما فِي
ُ
ََ
َ َ َّ ين َوللَّه َما في
َ
ً
ِ األ َْر
…ض

and Allāh does not desire any wrong for the creatures. To Allāh
belongs whatever is in the heavens and whatever is in the earth.
[3:108-109]

Activity
List the 5 uṣūl al-dīn with
their meanings.

Since everything belongs to Allāh [SWT] anyway, He has no reason to be unjust or unfair to anyone. Sometimes we see some
people suffering in this world and ask, “why is Allāh [SWT] allowing this person to be ill or to die or to be poor?” Everything takes
place for a reason, but we cannot know everything that Allāh
[SWT] knows. Sometimes Allāh [SWT] is testing a person or
wants a person to be patient so that he or she can become a
better person and go to Jannah (paradise).

Allāh [SWT]’s actions are based on wisdom
Once upon a time, there lived a jeweller and a thief in the same
town. One day, the thief decided he would rob the jeweller. On
that day, it snowed heavily. The thief decided not to go to the jeweller, because it
would be harder to escape with all the
snow. The jeweller however had no customers that day because of the snow and
he was very upset. Of course if the thief
had showed up, it would be very easy to
rob the jeweller, because he was all alone.
The next day, the jeweller was going to
work when his car broke down. The thief
had set out to rob him but when he got
there, the place was shut so he went back
home.
On the third day, the
thief fell ill and he had to go to a doctor. The
thief began thinking perhaps Allāh [SWT] was
trying to tell him something. So he decided he
would not steal again.
In the meantime, the jeweller had no customers
for 3 days and kept wondering why Allāh [SWT]
is not helping him earn his livelihood.
From their individual, human perspective, each
person was upset because they couldn’t get the
profit they wanted. But only Allāh [SWT] knew how they were
affecting each other’s lives and how, if they knew the future,
they would actually be very grateful to Allāh [SWT].

Summary questions
1.
2.
3.
4.

What is the meaning of ʿAdālah?
Why can Allāh [SWT] not be unjust?
If Allāh [SWT] is Just, why is there so much injustice and
suffering in the world?
Allāh [SWT] is Murīd, meaning He can do whatever He
wants. Does this mean He can be unjust too?

Did you know?
There are many reasons
why we suffer from difficulty, natural disasters, illnesses and so on. A lot of
human suffering is caused
by humans themselves.
Suffering also builds character and brings out the
best qualities in people,
such as compassion and
helping others. Another
reason for suffering is that
it may be a test from Allāh
[SWT]. Allāh [SWT] tests us
to strengthen our faith and
bring us closer to Him.

Key points
1) ʿAdālah refers to the
Justice of Allāh [SWT].
Allāh [SWT] is all-powerful,
and owns everything in the
heavens and the earth. He
has no reason to be unjust
to anyone.
2) Allāh [SWT] is Murīd: He
can do anything He wants,
but His actions are always
based on reason, wisdom
and justice.
3) Human suffering can be
positive at times as it
strengthens our character
and brings us closer to Allāh
[SWT].

ʿADĀLAH
Learning objectives
1. Why do natural disasters occur?
2. What is ṣalāt al-āyāt?
3. When and how is ṣalāt
al-āyāt performed?

Natural disasters and ṣalāt al-āyāt
Our world runs on a system of cause
and effect. For example, there may
be good reasons why an earthquake
or volcanic eruption takes place,
and even provides us with benefits.
Our limited knowledge makes us look at only the harm they
cause. We don’t see the bigger picture and how one event is
linked to many other events.
Another example is death. It is a great tragedy for us when our
loved ones die. But death is necessary for the world to continue
and for others to come into existence and for humans to change
and progress rapidly.
Any unusual act of nature (whether it
causes a disaster or not) like an earthquake, hurricane, tsunami, tornado,
volcanic eruption, sun or moon
eclipse (total or partial) and even severe thunder and lightning, is a
“sign” (āyah) of Allāh [SWT]’s power and how we are in need of
His protection, mercy and love at all times.
When we experience any such “sign” (āyah) of Allāh [SWT], it is
wājib on all bāligh(ah), sane, Muslim men and women to pray a
special ṣalāh called ṣalāt al-āyāt (The Prayer of Signs). This ṣalāh
is only wājib for the people of the area in which the event occurs.

Activity
Group discussion:
Why do natural disasters
remind us of Allāh [SWT]?

In the case of an eclipse (sun or moon), the time for the ṣalāh is
when the eclipse starts and it should be prayed before it is over.
If a person fails to do so, they still have to pray its qaḍāʾ. If a person did not know there was an eclipse in his or her town and
later finds out, he/she should still pray its qaḍāʾ if it was a total
eclipse. If it was a partial eclipse, and one hears about it after it
is over, the qaḍāʾ does not need to be prayed.
In the case of an earthquake, ṣalāt al-āyāt should be performed
without delay. However, even if there is a delay, the ṣalāh
should be performed with the niyyah of ‘qurbatan ilallāh’ without specifying adāʾ or qaḍāʾ.

Method of performing ṣalāt al-āyāt
Ṣalāt al-āyāt can be performed in jamāʿah
(congregation) or furādah (individually). It consists of 2 units of prayer (rakʿatayn) with 10
bowings (rukūʿ), so each unit (rakʿah) has 5
bowings (rukūʿ).
Qunūt is performed before each of the even
numbered bowings (rukuʿ). This means that we should perform
qunūt before the 2nd, 4th, 6th, 8th and 10th rukūʿ.
When the ṣalāh is about to start, someone should call out ‘alṢalāh’ 3 times instead of reciting adhān or iqāmah.

Did you know?
Volcanoes have numerous
benefits. The ash that
comes out of volcanoes is
rich in nutrients and makes
the soil fertile for plants to
grow. Volcanoes also form
new land, and can be a
source of precious elements and gems. The gases
released from volcanoes
also aid the water cycle.

The niyyah to perform ṣalāt al-āyāt should specify whether the
prayer is being recited on time (adāʾ) or qaḍāʾ.
Complete method of reciting ṣalāt al-āyāt:
1st rakʿah
Niyyah -> takbirat al-iḥrām -> sūrat al-Fātiḥah and another sūrah
-> 1st rukūʿ -> sūrat al-Fātiḥah and another sūrah -> qunūt -> 2nd
rukūʿ -> sūrat al-Fātiḥah and another sūrah -> 3rd rukūʿ -> sūrat
al-Fātiḥah and another sūrah -> qunūt -> 4th rukūʿ -> sūrat alFātiḥah and another sūrah -> 5th rukūʿ -> 2 prostrations
(sajdatayn) -> stand up for the 2nd rakʿah.
2nd rakʿah
Sūrat al-Fātiḥah and another sūrah -> qunūt -> 6th rukūʿ -> sūrat
al-Fātiḥah and another sūrah -> 7th rukūʿ -> sūrat al-Fātiḥah and
another sūrah -> qunūt -> 8th rukūʿ -> sūrat al-Fātiḥah and another sūrah -> 9th rukūʿ -> sūrat al-Fātiḥah and another sūrah ->
qunūt -> 10th rukūʿ -> 2 prostrations (sajdatayn) -> tashahhūd ->
salām.

Summary questions
1.
2.
3.
4.

Natural disasters are signs of Allāh [SWT]. What does this
mean?
When should we recite ṣalāt al-āyāt?
What is the niyyah for ṣalāt al-āyāt?
Fill in the blanks: ṣalāt al-āyāt has _____ rakaʿāt, _____
rukūʿ and _____ qunūt.

Key points
1) Natural disasters may be
devastating, but they also
have a lot of advantages
for the earth and its plants
and animals.
2) Natural disasters such as
earthquakes and volcanoes
are Allāh [SWT]’s signs and
remind us of His power.
They also remind us how
helpless we are without
Him.
3) When a natural disaster
occurs, we must perform
ṣalāt al-āyāt.

IMĀMAH
Learning objectives
1. What does Imāmah
mean?
2. Why do we need the
Aʾimmah [A]?
3. What is the meaning of
wilāyah?

Why do we need the Aʾimmah?
Imāmah refers to guidance through the Aʾimmah [A] after the
wafāt of Rasūl Allah [S]. The Aʾimmah (plural of Imām in Arabic)
are the successors of Rasūl Allah [S], and continue to preach the
message of Islam, so that Muslims are not left without guidance.
All Muslims believe in the authentic (ṣaḥiḥ) ḥadīth of Rasūl Allāh
[S] that says:

ِ ات ِميتة ج
ِِ
اهلِيَّة
ْ ات َو لَ ْم يَ ْع ِر
َ َم ْن َم
َ ف إِ َم
َ َ ْ َ ام َزَمانه َم

“One who dies and does not know the Imām of his time, dies the
death of ignorance (jāhiliyyah).”
Jāhiliyyah refers to the Age of Ignorance, when most people
were disbelievers. Therefore “death of Jāhiliyyah” means “death
of kufr (disbelief).”
This ḥadīth clearly states that we need an Imām (spiritual guide)
at all times. Aʾimmah are appointed by Allāh [SWT].
Allāh [SWT] says in the Qurʾān:

... اه ْم أَئِ َّمةً يَ ْه ُدو َن بِأ َْم ِرنَا
ُ ََو َج َعلْن

We made them Imāms, guiding by Our command… [21:73]

Activity
If you love someone
such as your parents,
brothers, sisters or
friends, how would
you show them that you
love them?
List 3 things you could do
to show your love for
them.

On many occasions in his life, Rasūl Allah [S] told the Muslims
that Imām Ali [A] was going to be his successor. Rasūl Allāh [S]
said:
“I am the chief of the Prophets and ʿAlī b. Abī Ṭālib is the chief of
successors, and after me my successors shall be 12, the first of
them being ʿAlī b. Abī Ṭālib and the last of them being al-Mahdī.”
The Aʾimmah are Allāh [SWT]’s proofs (ḥujaj - plural of ḥujjah) on
earth. They are a connection between the divine and the physical world, and are a source of guidance for us. Rasūl Allāh [S]
said:
“The example of my Ahl al-Bayt is like the example of the ark of
Nūḥ. One who got on it was saved and one who turned away
from it, drowned and was destroyed.”

What does wilāyah mean?
Allāh [SWT] says in the Qurʾān:

ِ إِنَّما ولِيُّ ُكم اللَّهُ ورسولُهُ والَّ ِذين آمنُوا الَّ ِذ
الصالَ َة َويُ ْؤتُو َن
َّ يمو َن
َ َ َ ُ ََ
ْ َ َ
ُ ين يُق
َ
َّ
الزَكا َة َو ُه ْم َراكِعُو َن

Your guardian (walī) is only Allāh, His Messenger, and the faithful
who maintain the prayer and give zakāt while in rukūʿ. [5:55]
This is known as the “āyah of wilāyah”. This verse refers to Imām
ʿAlī [A] because he gave his ring in charity to a beggar while he
was performing rukūʿ in ṣalāh.
Allāh [SWT] also says:

ِ َطيعوا اللَّه وأ
ِ
ِ َّ
ول
َ الر ُس
َّ َطيعُوا
َ ين
َ َ ُ آمنُوا أ
َ يَا أَيُّ َها الذ
... َوأ ُْولِي األ َْم ِر ِم ْن ُك ْم

Did you know?
Rasūl Allāh [S] said: “Oh
people, I leave among you
two important matters
(thaqalayn), which if you
hold on to, you will never
go astray. They are the
Book of Allāh [SWT] and
my family (ʿitrah), my Ahl
al-Bayt; and these two will
never separate until they
return to me at the Fountain (of Kawthar on the
Day of Judgement).”
This famous ḥadīth is called
the Ḥadīth of Thaqalayn.

O you who have faith! Obey Allāh and obey the Apostle and those
vested with authority (ūlūʾl-amr) among you…[4:59]
From these verses, we understand that wilāyah refers to religious guardianship. This means that the awliyāʾ of Allāh [SWT]
are our guides to Him. Allāh [SWT] has commanded us to obey
them, as obedience to them is the same as obedience to Allāh
[SWT] and Rasūl Allah [S].

Key points
1) Imāmah refers to
the appointment of the 12
Aʾimmah [A], who are our
guides after Rasūl Allah [S].
2) The Imām is Allāh
[SWT]’s ḥujjah on earth,
and is appointed by Allāh
[SWT].

Summary questions
1.
2.
3.
4.

What does Imāmah mean?
Why do we need the Aʾimmah [A]? Are the Qurʾān and
sunnah of Rasūl Allah [S] not sufficient for our guidance?
What does wilāyah mean?
Who are the awliyāʾ of Allāh [SWT]?

3) Wilāyah refers to the
authority given by Allāh
[SWT] to the Aʾimmah [A]
to guide us. Allāh [SWT]
commands us in the Qurʾān
to obey them.

IMĀMAH
Learning objectives
1. What do the terms
Tawallā and Tabarraʾ
mean?
2. How do we practice
Tawallā and Tabarraʾ?

Tawallā and Tabarraʾ
Tawallā is to love Rasūl Allāh [S], the Ahl al-Bayt [A] and their
those who love them.
Tabarraʾ is to show dislike and keep away from the enemies of
Rasūl Allāh [S] and the Ahl al-Bayt [A].
Allāh [SWT] instructs Rasūl Allah [S] to say to the Muslims:

قُ ْل إِ ْن ُك ْنتُ ْم تُ ِحبُّو َن اللَّهَ فَاتَّبِعُونِي يُ ْحبِْب ُك ْم اللَّهُ َويَ ْغ ِف ْر لَ ُك ْم ذُنُوبَ ُك ْم
ِ واللَّه غَ ُف
يم
ٌ ُ َ
ٌ ور َرح
Say: If you love Allāh, follow me, Allāh will love you and forgive
you your sins. For Allāh is Forgiving and Merciful. [3:31]

ِ
ِ َّ
ُّ ين يُ ْؤذُو َن اللَّهَ َوَر ُسولَهُ لَ َعنَ ُه ْم اللَّهُ فِي
َع َّد
َ الدنْ يَا َواآلخ َرةِ َوأ
َ إِ َّن الذ
لَ ُه ْم َع َذابًا ُم ِهينًا

Those who annoy Allāh and His Apostle - Allāh has cursed them
in this world and in the hereafter; and has prepared for them a
humiliating punishment. [33:57]

Rasūl Allah [S] and the Aʾimmah [A] have taught us to perform
good deeds and keep away from evil, and to support those who
support good and keep away from those who do evil. We must
not remain silent when we see something wrong happening, and
should not support or be close friends with those who are evil
and oppressive to others.

Activity
In pairs, read verse 41:34
and its translation. What is
Allāh [SWT] telling us in this
verse?

Tawallā and Tabarraʾ are part of furūʿ al-dīn and not uṣūl al-dīn
because they are not beliefs. They are acts of worship that must
manifest themselves in our actions. To praise Rasūl Allāh [S] and
the Ahl al-Bayt [A] for their knowledge and character, or to weep
for their suffering is neither enough nor is it a sign of true love.
There are lots of non-Shīʿahs and even non-Muslims in some
parts of the world who do that. Tawallā and Tabarraʾ means our
actions in emulating Rasūl Allāh [S] and the Ahl al-Bayt [A] and
own character must show and prove that those whom we follow
were truly the most learned and noble.
Practicing tawallā and tabarraʾ require courage. It's not easy to

How do we practice Tawallā and Tabarraʾ?
stand up for the truth, and to stand against oppression.
In Ziyārat al-Wārith, Imām Jaʿfar al-Ṣādiq [A] has taught us to
recite the following when addressing Imām al-Ḥusayn [A]:

َت
ْ  َولَ َعن اهللُ اَُّمةً َس ِم َع،ك
َ  َولَ َع َن اهللُ اَُّمةً ظَلَ َم ْت،ك
َ فَ لَ َع َن اهللُ اَُّمةً قَ تَ لَْت
ِِ
ِ ك فَ ر
ت بِ ِه
ْ َضي
َ َ بذل
May Allāh curse the people who killed you. And may Allāh curse
the people who oppressed you. And may Allāh curse the people
who heard of that and were pleased with it.

This demonstrates tabarraʾ: distancing ourselves clearly from the
wrongdoers, the tyrants and the enemies of Islam, Rasūl Allāh
[S], the Qurʾān, and the Ahl al-Bayt [A].
Some of the ways in which we can show our love for the
Maʿṣumīn [A] are:
· Supporting those who love them
· Following their teachings
· Celebrating their happy occasions
· Being sad when they are sad
We practice Tabarraʾ by:
· distancing ourselves from the enemies of the Maʿṣumīn
· feeling sadness and displeasure in our hearts when we hear
about the suffering of the Maʿṣumīn.
· making sure that we don’t have the same bad akhlāq as the
enemies of the Maʿṣumīn [A] and that we wouldn’t commit the
same evil deeds as their enemies if we were in their place.
When practicing Tawallā and Tabarraʾ, always ask yourself:
“Will this action bring people closer to the Maʿṣumīn, or will it
make them hate the Shīʿah and the Ahl al-Bayt even more?”

Summary questions
1.
2.
3.

What is the definition of Tawallā and Tabarraʾ?
Why are Tawallā and Tabarraʾ part of furūʿ al-dīn and not
uṣūl al-dīn?
How do we practice Tawallā and Tabarraʾ?

Did you know?
In the Battle of Jamal, a
group of Muslims (led by
ʿĀʾishah,
Ṭalḥah
and
Zubayr) came to fight
Imām ʿAlī [A] and his companions. Some Muslims did
not want to take sides and
decided to stay at home
and worship Allāh [SWT].
Imām ʿAlī [A] condemned
them for their silence and
lack of courage to stand up
for the truth, and the
weakness of their intellect
in not seeing who was right
and who was wrong.

Key points
We
practice
Tawallā by loving the
Maʿṣumīn [A] and following
their teachings.
1)

2) Tabarraʾ is distancing
ourselves from the enemies of the Maʿṣumīn [A]
and their actions.
3) When we see an injustice, we must not keep
quiet and “mind our own
business”. We must stand
up for what is right. We
must also stand up against
oppression.

IMĀMAH
Learning objectives
1. What does Tawassul
mean?
2. What is a wasīlah?
3. Who can be a wasīlah
for us?

Concept of Tawassul
Tawassul is to ask Allāh [SWT] and pray to Him through His chosen servants instead of asking Allāh [SWT] directly. This person is
called a “wasīlah” (someone through whom we can make duʿāʾ
to Allāh [SWT]).
Allāh [SWT] says in the Qurʾān:

ِ َّ
... َآمنُوا اتَّ ُقوا اللَّهَ َوابْ تَ غُوا إِلَْي ِه ال َْو ِسيلَة
َ ين
َ يَا أَيُّ َها الذ

O you who have faith! Be conscious of Allāh, and seek a means of
nearness to Him… [5:35]
In this verse, Allāh [SWT] is clearly telling us to seek a wasīlah as
a means of getting closer to Him.
An example of asking Allāh [SWT] through his chosen servants is
Duʿāʾ al-Tawassul, in which we ask Rasūl Allāh [S] and the Ahl alBayt [A] to intercede for us before Allāh [SWT], because they are
the chosen ones of Allāh [SWT], and He answers their prayers.
Allāh [SWT] also uses wasāʾil (plural of wasīlah) in dealing with
us. For instance, He created us and feeds us through the
“wasīlah” of our parents. Allāh [SWT] also uses angels to control
the weather, to bring or remove blessings, to cause life and
death and so on.
Allāh [SWT] sent us guidance through the “wasīlah” of prophets
and messengers, and has appointed the Aʾimmah [A] to preserve the Qurʾān and the teachings of Rasūl Allah [S]. If Allāh
[SWT] had wished, He could have spoken to all of us directly like
He did with Nabī Mūsā [A].

Activity
Recite verse 43:86 and read
its translation. What is Allāh [SWT] telling us in this
verse?

It is not that we cannot ask Allāh [SWT] directly. We certainly
can. Indeed, we should be in the remembrance of Allāh [SWT]
continuously throughout the day and we should be speaking to
Him as much as possible. But Allāh [SWT] has also taught us that
another way to reach Him and get our prayers answered, is by
going through those He has appointed as our wasāʾil to reach
Him. By going through Rasūl Allāh [S] and the Aʾimmah [A] we
also get to know Allāh [SWT] better, because they teach us how
to pray to Allāh [SWT] and how to recite duʿāʾ.

What is shafāʿah?
Shafāʿah is asking those who are close to Allāh [SWT] (such as
Rasūl Allah [S] and the Aʾimmah [A]) to intercede on our behalf
on the Day of Judgement.
When we want to see someone very important, such as the
president or prime minister of a country, it is almost impossible
to just step into their home or office and speak to them. We
have to go through those who are close to that important person, so that they may make an appointment for us to see him, or
take our message to him and bring back a response.
Similarly, when we do something wrong and our dad is angry
with us, we may go through our mum or grandparents, and ask
them to request dad to forgive us.
Shafāʿah is similar to this. It’s not because Allāh [SWT] is too
busy to see us that we speak to Him through a wasīlah, but because He loves the Maʿṣumīn [A] and will always accept their
prayers.

Did you know?
There are verses in the
Qurʾān which say that
some people look for intercessors, but these intercessors have no power to
help them. Does this mean
that no one can do
shafāʿah for us?
These verses refer to those
who ask for shafāʿah from
those who Allāh [SWT] has
not authorised (e.g. idols).
Shafāʿah is allowed, but
can only be done by those
who Allāh [SWT] has
authorised (such as the
Maʿṣumīn [A]).

Who can intercede on our behalf?

ِ
ِ الر ْحم
َّ الَ يَ ْملِ ُكو َن
ان َع ْه ًدا
َ الش َف
َ َّ اعةَ إِالَّ َم ْن اتَّ َخ َذ ع ْن َد

No one will have the power to intercede (with Allāh), except for
him who has taken a pledge with the all-Beneficent Lord [19:87]
This verse tells us that shafāʿah can only be done by those who
Allāh [SWT] has authorised, such as the Maʿṣumīn [A]. We must
remember that the Maʿṣumīn [A] will not pray on behalf of anyone who asks them. They will only intercede on behalf of those
who are good Muslims, and obey Allāh [SWT]’s laws.
The 6th Holy Imām [A] said that shafāʿah is not for those who
don’t pray, or those who don’t give importance to their ṣalāh.

Summary questions
1.
2.
3.
4.

What is shafāʿah?
What does the Qurʾān say about shafāʿah?
Why are these some verses in the Qurʾān which say that
shafāʿah will be of no help to some people?
Who has Allāh [SWT] appointed to intercede on our behalf?

Key points
1) Tawassul refers
to seeking a wasīlah
(intermediary) to get close
to Allāh [SWT] and ask Him
for help.
2) Shafāʿah refers to intercession.
3) Only those who have
been authorised by Allāh
[SWT] (such as Rasūl Allah
[S] and Aʾimmah [A]) can
intercede for us.
4) The Aʾimmah [A] will not
intercede for those who
take their prayers lightly.

