TĀRĪKH

Class 7

QIṢAṢ AL-ANBIYĀʾ
Learning objectives
1. Who was Nabī Hūd?
2. Who were the people of
ʿĀd?
3. Why did the people of
ʿĀd refuse to believe
that Nabī Hūd was a
prophet?
4. How did Allāh [SWT]
punish the people of
ʿĀd?

Nabī Hūd [A]
The tribe of ʿĀd lived in Ahqāf, a place between Yemen and
Oman. They lived in peace and comfort. Allāh [SWT] had granted
them many blessings. They were clever people and had built
beautiful cities. They were very strong physically and there was
no disease in their society.
Despite all the favours that Allāh [SWT] had granted them, they
did not believe in Allāh [SWT] and worshipped idols that they
carved out of stone. When anything good happened to them
they would thank their idols and when they were in trouble, they
used to pray to these idols for help. Allāh [SWT] sent Nabī Hūd
[A] to guide them.
Nabī Hūd [A] was from the tribe of ʿĀd, and was respected because of his noble family and his good manners. He was the
great-grandson of Nabī Nūḥ [A]. He was a very patient and kind
man. When Allāh [SWT] ordered him to spread His message, he
came to the people and said:
‘O my people! Why do you worship stone statues that you have
made yourselves? These idols cannot give you anything or take
anything away from you. You are clever people, why are doing
something so foolish? Your Lord is only One, and He alone
should be worshipped. He has created you, given you health
and wealth, and made you a powerful nation. Do not rebel
against Allāh otherwise you will be punished like the people in
the time of our forefather Nabī Nūḥ [A].’
Nabī Hūd [A] tried hard to preach to the people and guide them
but instead of listening to him, they became more stubborn.
They said:
‘O Hūd, you have gone mad! Why should we worship one God
and give up what our forefathers used to do? We have always
worshipped idols like this. How can all this be wrong?’

Activity
Surah Hūd
(surah number 11)
is named after Nabī Hūd.
Can you list some other suwar which are named after
anbiyāʾ (Prophets)?

Ruins of the tribe of ʿĀd

Why was the tribe of ʿĀd punished?

Did you know?

They said to him:
‘O Hūd, how dare you talk to us in this way? You eat and drink
just like us and you are no better than us. Why should you be
chosen as a prophet? We think you are a liar or perhaps one of
our idols has cursed you and made you lose your mind.’

The story of Nabī
Hūd [A] and the People of
ʿĀd is mentioned in the
Qurʾān in the following
verses:

Whenever he preached to them, they would tease him and
throw stones at him. Only a few people believed in him. Allāh
[SWT] told Nabī Hūd [A] to warn his people that if they refused
to listen to him, a punishment would destroy them.

· Sūrat al-Aʿrāf [7:65]
· Sūrat Hūd [11: 50-60]
· Sūrat al-Shuʿarāʾ [26:124]

This made the people even more proud. They began to laugh at
Nabī Hūd [A] and said:
“We are ready for Allāh’s punishment. Where is it? Tell Him to
send it. Bring the punishment if you are really a prophet.’”
At first, as a warning, it stopped raining in their town for three
years and there was a terrible drought. During this time Nabī
Hūd [A] told the people to ask Allāh [SWT] for forgiveness but
they still refused and continued praying to their idols for rain.
Finally the punishment of Allāh [SWT] came to them. Allāh [SWT]
told Nabī Hūd [A] to take his family and followers out of the
town to a safe place. The People of ʿĀd saw a huge black cloud
over their town. They thought it was rain and their idol gods had
answered their prayers. Then a terrible storm began. For seven
nights and eight days, strong and terrible winds blew. It uprooted every house and every tree and even their animals went
flying into the air. Everyone in the town died and their bodies
were left scattered everywhere like the trunks of hollow trees.
After this punishment, Nabī Hūd [A] took his followers to a place
called Ḥaḍramawt where they lived for the rest of their lives.

Summary questions
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Who were the people of ʿĀd? Where did they live?
What bounties had Allāh [SWT] given them?
Which tribe was Nabī Hūd from?
What were his qualities?
What punishment did Allāh [SWT] send on the tribe of
ʿĀd? Why did He punish them?

Key points
1) The tribe of ʿĀd
lived in Arabia thousands of years ago.
2) They were blessed with
many bounties but they did
not believe in Allāh [SWT].
3) Allāh [SWT] sent Nabī
Hūd to guide them but
they refused to listen to
him.
4) Allāh [SWT] sent a punishment to the people of
ʿĀd. He sent strong winds
which killed all those who
refused to believe in Allāh
[SWT].
5) Nabī Hūd left the city
with his followers before
the punishment came.

QIṢAṢ AL-ANBIYĀʾ
Learning objectives
1. Who was Nabī Ṣāliḥ?
2. Who were the Thamūd?
3. Why did Allāh [SWT]
punish the tribe of Thamūd?

Nabī Ṣāliḥ [A]
Allāh [SWT] sent Nabī Ṣāliḥ [A] to guide the people of Thamūd.
He was from the tribe of Thamūd itself, and was well respected
because he was kind-hearted and wise, even as a young man.
Who were the people of Thamūd?
After the People of ʿĀd were destroyed, their land was taken
over by another tribe called Thamūd. They were strong workers
and made many gardens, parks and built beautiful buildings.
They built their houses inside the mountains.
The people of Thamūd lived a very good life, but
were not thankful to Allāh [SWT] for His blessings. They were proud, and thought that their
good life was a result of their own strength. Instead of worshipping Allāh [SWT], they worshipped a mountain and offered sacrifices to it.
Nabī Ṣāliḥ [A] invited them to worship only Allāh
[SWT]. He tried to teach them how useless it was
to worship a mountain, which could not harm or
help them. He reminded them that he was from
their own tribe and only wanted what was good
for them, but they didn’t listen to him and called
him a liar.
Nabī Ṣāliḥ [A] continued preaching patiently for
many years but only a few people listened to
him. One day, the leaders of the tribe challenged
him by asking him to perform a miracle if he was a prophet. They
told him to bring a camel out of the mountain.

Activity
Recite verses 7:77-78
and read their
translation. What is
the Qurʾān teaching us
in these verses?

Nabī Ṣāliḥ [A] prayed to Allāh [SWT] and a camel came out from
the rocks in the mountain. The people had never seen such a
camel before. On one day, it would drink all the water in the
town and on the next it would allow the people to drink the water. On the day that the she-camel drank all the water, it would
give the people as much milk as they wanted.
Many people began believing in the words of Nabī Ṣāliḥ [A]. This
made the elders of the tribe worried. They feared that if people
followed Nabī Ṣāliḥ [A], they would lose their power. So they
decided to kill the camel.

Allāh [SWT] punished the tribe of Thamūd

Did you know?

After killing the miraculous camel, the leaders of Thamūd came
to Nabī Ṣāliḥ [A] and proudly said:
‘O Ṣāliḥ! Bring us the punishment of your Lord if you are truly a
prophet.’

Nabī Hūd [A] and Nabī
Ṣāliḥ [A] were Arabs and
descended from Nabī
Ismāʿīl [A] (just like Rasūl
Allāh [S], and they all spoke
Arabic.

Nabī Ṣāliḥ [A] told them to beg for Allāh [SWT]'s forgiveness for
their sin, otherwise they would be punished and destroyed in
three days, but they only laughed at him.
After three days, Allah [SWT] told Nabī Ṣāliḥ [A] to leave the
town with his followers. Then the punishment of Allāh [SWT]
came down on the people of Thamūd. A great thunderbolt came
from the sky and a powerful earthquake shook the town and destroyed the buildings and houses. The people fell down dead,
and no one was left alive in the town.
When Nabī Ṣāliḥ [A] saw the tragic end of the people of his own
tribe, he turned to their remains and said:
“O People, I delivered to you Allāh’s message, and guided you
to the right way, but you always thought I was your enemy.”

Nabī Ismāʿīl [A] and Nabī
Isḥāq [A] were the two
sons of Nabī Ibrāhīm.
Nabī Hūd [A] and Nabī
Ṣāliḥ [A] are buried in Wādī
al-Salām, a large cemetery
in Najaf (Iraq), not far from
the shrine of Imām ʿAlī [A].

Key points
1) Nabī Ṣāliḥ [A] was a
descendent of Nabī Ismāʿīl
[A]. He was sent by Allāh
[SWT] to guide the people of
Thamūd.
2) The people of Thamūd did
not listen to Nabī Ṣāliḥ [A]’s
message because they were
worried they would lose
their power.

Summary questions
1.
2.
3.

Whose descendent was Nabī Ṣāliḥ [A]? Which tribe was he
sent to?
Why did the people of Thamūd not accept the message of
Nabī Ṣāliḥ [A]?
What miracle did Nabī Ṣāliḥ [A] show the people of Thamūd?

3) Nabī Ṣāliḥ [A] showed
them a miracle by bringing a
camel out of the mountain,
but they killed it to stop people from believing in Allāh
[SWT].
4) Allāh [SWT] punished
them by sending a powerful
earthquake which destroyed
them.

QIṢAṢ AL-ANBIYĀʾ
Learning objectives
1. Who was Nabī Yūnus
[A]?
2. Why was he swallowed
by a large fish?
3. What lessons can we
learn from his life?

Nabī Yūnus [A]
Allāh [SWT] sent Nabī Yūnus [A]
to guide the people of Naynawā. These people were very
rich and had everything they
needed in life. They were idol
worshippers, and refused to listen to Nabī Yūnus [A].
Nabī Yūnus [A] tried very hard to convince them to stop worshipping the idols and to worship Allāh [SWT] instead, but they
laughed at him and were not ready to listen. Finally, Allāh [SWT]
told Nabī Yūnus [A] that He would punish the people for their
disobedience.
Disheartened at his people's refusal to accept his message, Nabī
Yūnus [A] left his home and boarded a ship to sail away to a distant land. However, Allāh [SWT] did not want him to leave his
people. As soon as the ship got out to sea, there was a terrible
storm. Strong winds blew and huge
waves began hitting the ship. Everyone was afraid they would drown.

Taṣbīḥ of Nabī Yūnus [A]
There is no god except You
(Allāh [SWT])
Glory be to You
I have indeed been among
the wrongdoers. [21:87]

Activity
Write down two
lessons you have
learnt from the story
of Nabī Yūnus [A].

Nabī Yūnus [A] realised the storm
was because Allāh [SWT] did not
want him to leave his people. He told
the people on the ship to throw him
into the sea and the storm would
pass away and they would be saved.
At first the people refused but finally
they were so scared of the storm that they agreed. As soon as he
fell into the sea, a big fish came up and swallowed him alive.
It was dark and lonely inside the fish, and Nabī Yūnus [A] began
praying to Allāh [SWT] to save him. Day and night he prayed to
Allāh [SWT] saying:
“lā ilāha illa anta subḥānaka innī
kuntu min al-ẓālimīn”
Allāh [SWT] loved the taṣbíḥ of
Nabī Yūnus [A] very much. He
made the fish throw Nabī Yūnus
[A] out of its belly onto the beach.

Allāh [SWT] forgives the people of Nabī Yūnus [A]
After the departure of Nabī
Yūnus [A] from Naynawā,
the people saw some dark
black clouds coming towards them and they knew
it was the punishment that
Allāh [SWT] had promised
to send them. They were all
scared and gathered together under the open sky, begging Allāh
[SWT] to forgive them.

Did you know?
In the Qurʾan, Nabī Yūnus
has been referred to as -

ِ ذَا الن
ُّون

meaning "the companion
of the fish".

Allāh [SWT] is very kind and loving, and forgave them because
they were truly sorry. The black clouds went away and the people were saved, but they were still very sad because Nabī Yūnus
[A] had left them.
When Nabī Yūnus [A] came out of the belly of the fish, he felt ill
and tired. He just sat on the beach helplessly. Allāh [SWT] made
a tree grow near him that gave him shade and some delicious
fruit to make him strong and healthy again.
Finally Nabī Yūnus [A] was strong enough to walk again, and decided to go back to Naynawā. His people were very happy to see
him. He told them about his miracle and how a big fish had swallowed him, and how Allāh
[SWT] had saved him.
They also told him how
Allāh [SWT] had saved
them from punishment
because they had prayed
for forgiveness. They all
thanked Allāh [SWT] for
His kindness and mercy.

Summary questions
1.
2.
3.
4.

Why did Nabī Yūnus [A] leave his people?
Why was he thrown out of the ship?
What taṣbīḥ did he recite when he was inside the fish?
Why were the people of Naynawā saved from Allāh
[SWT]’s punishment?

Key points
1) Allāh [SWT] sent
Nabī Yūnus [A] to the
people of Naynawā.
2) Nabī Yūnus [A] tried hard
to convince them to worship
Allāh [SWT], but they did not
listen to him and laughed at
him.
3) Nabī Yūnus [A] was swallowed by a large fish because he left his people and
went away on a ship. He
prayed to Allāh [SWT] to
save him.
4) Allāh [SWT] was going to
punish the people of Naynawā but they too begged
Allāh [SWT] to forgive them,
so they were saved.

RASŪL ALLĀH [S]
Learning objectives
1. Why did the Quraysh
boycott the Muslims?
2. What restrictions did
the Quraysh impose on
the Muslims?
3. What helped the Muslims through this difficult period?

Do you
remember?
Rasūl Allāh [S] was the
great grandson of Hāshim,
which is why his family is
known as Banū Hāshim.

The Quraysh boycott the Muslims
The Quraysh of Makkah tried very hard to stop Rasūl Allāh [S]
from preaching Islam. They constantly harassed him and his followers. However, nothing could stop the spread of Islam. They
therefore decided to boycott the Muslims by placing very difficult sanctions on them.
An agreement was drafted and hung on the walls of the Kaʿbah,
and the people of Makkah were told to act according to it. The
agreement stated that:


All trade and business with the supporters of Muḥammad [S]
shall be banned.
 Any association with them is strictly prohibited.
 No one is allowed to marry the daughters or sons of the Muslims.
 All those who oppose Muḥammad should be supported in all
circumstances.
This agreement was signed by all the chiefs of the Quraysh and
was put into action straight away.
Abū Ṭālib, the uncle of Rasūl Allāh [S],
pledged the full support of the Banū
Hāshim to serve and protect Rasūl Allāh
[S] and the Muslims. Sayyidah Khadījah,
the wife of Rasūl Allāh [S], also promised
to spend her wealth to help the Muslims.
She was the richest person in Arabia, and
spent all her wealth for Islam.
Abū Ṭālib advised the Muslims to move
out of Makkah into a valley in the mountains. This valley was known as the “Valley
of Abū Ṭālib” (Shiʿb Abī Ṭālib ).

Activity
Name two people,
without whose help
and support, it would have
been almost impossible for
the Muslims to survive in
the valley.

The Muslims were forced to remain in the valley for three years.
During this time they suffered terrible hardships. Food was in
very short supply, and many had to survive on very little. The
Banū Hāshim were only allowed out of the valley during the
special months of Rajab and Dhūʾl-Ḥijjah when fighting was not
allowed. They depended on the wealth of Sayyidah Khadījah to
purchase their necessities at very high costs, because the
Quraysh were not willing to trade with them.

The wafāt of Abū Ṭālib
The Muslims did not lose heart and remained strongly attached
to Islam and Rasūl Allāh [S] throughout the boycott. Finally,
some of the Makkans began to regret their behaviour against
the Muslims, who were their relatives. They became ashamed
for having signed the agreement and began to look for a solution
to the problem. They called a meeting of the Quraysh proposing
to end the sanctions and allow the Muslims to return home.
Although Abū Jahl was not in favour of allowing them back,
when the chiefs decided to look at the agreement they had
signed and hung in the Kaʿbah, they found that termites had
eaten up the entire agreement and only the words “In the Name
of our Lord” remained. The other leaders therefore pressured
Abū Jahl to remove the sanctions and allow the Muslims back
into society.

Did you know?
Abū Ṭālib loved Rasūl Allāh
[S] more than his own sons.
His sons include:



Imām ʿAlī [A]
Jaʿfar al-Tayyār (He led
the migration of the
Muslims to Abyssinia)
 ʿAqīl (father of Muslim
b. ʿAqīl, Imām al-Ḥusayn
[A]’s ambassador to
Kufa).

The Muslims were relieved to return home from the valley of
Abū Ṭālib, but the plotting against them did not stop. Soon
thereafter, in that same year, Abū Ṭālib passed away. His death
was partly due to the three years of hardship they had suffered.

Key points
Abū Ṭālib had been the greatest supporter and defender of Rasūl
Allāh [S]. His wafāt was a great loss for Rasūl Allāh [S] and the
Muslims. In his will,
he instructed his children to always stand
by Rasūl Allāh [S] and
never leave him. He
also advised them to
follow Islam, so that
they would be successful.

Summary questions
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Why did the Quraysh boycott the Muslims?
What restrictions did they place on the Muslims?
How did Abū Ṭālib help the Muslims during the boycott?
How did Lady Khadījah help the Muslims?
Why did the Quraysh allow the Muslims to return home?

1) The Quraysh tried hard to
stop the spread of Islam but
were not successful. They
therefore decided to boycott
Rasūl Allāh [S] and his followers.
2) The Muslims had to leave
Makkah and live in the valley
of Abū Ṭālib under very
harsh conditions.
3) Abū Ṭālib and the Banū
Hāshim helped and supported the Muslims throughout this difficult time. Sayyidah Khadījah also spent all
her wealth to support the
Muslims.

RASŪL ALLĀH [S]
Learning objectives
1. Why did the non Muslim
Arabs come to Makkah in
the month of Dhūʾl-Ḥijjah?
2. What are the pledges of
ʿAqabah?

The first pledge of ʿAqabah
People from all over Arabia visited Makkah to trade and perform
Ḥajj in the month of Dhūʾl-Ḥijjah. Although their Ḥajj was not like
the Ḥajj in Islam, the Arabs still knew that the Kaʿbah was an important structure. They had kept idols inside and around the
Kaʿbah, and would come every year to worship them.
Rasūl Allāh [S] used to take advantage of this time of the year by
meeting the visitors who came from faraway lands. He would
visit the tents of the pilgrims and invite people to join Islam.
In the eleventh year after biʿthah (the beginning of Rasūl Allāh
[S]'s mission), Rasūl Allāh [S] met six people who had come from
Madina to Makkah to perform Ḥajj. They were from the tribe of
Khazraj. Rasūl Allāh [S] spoke to them about Islam. As they listened to him, they became convinced of the truth of his teachings, and became Muslims.
Before they returned home, they spoke to Rasūl Allāh [S] about
Madina. In their city lived two tribes which were at war with
each other. These tribes were the Aws and the Khazraj. They
told Rasūl Allāh [S] that no one had been able to unite the two
tribes. “Perhaps Allāh [SWT] will unite them through you”, they
said to him. They also told him that they would go back to
Madina and invite others to join Islam.
When the six people returned to Madina they started teaching
other people about Islam and soon many people in Madina
wanted to know more about this new religion.

Activity
Can you think of 3
benefits of people
coming from distant
lands to Makkah to perform pilgrimage?

The next year, twelve people came to Makkah to meet Rasūl
Allāh [S]. The meeting took place in a valley outside Makkah
called ʿAqabah. These twelve people made a special promise
(pledge) to Rasūl Allāh [S]. They accepted Islam and promised
not to:
 make anyone a partner with Allāh [SWT]
 steal
 bury their daughters alive
 backbite and speak badly of one another
In exchange Rasūl Allāh [S] promised them that if they act according to their pledge, they would go to paradise (Jannah) in
the hereafter. This promise or pledge is known in Islam as the
First Pledge of ʿAqabah.

The second pledge of ʿAqabah
The twelve people returned to Madina, their hearts filled with
faith. They wrote back to Rasūl Allāh [S] asking him to send
someone to Madina who could teach them more about Islam.
Rasūl Allāh [S] sent Muṣʿab ibn ʿUmayr and Ibn Umm Maktūm as
missionaries to teach them Islam.
The following year, a caravan of 500 people left Madina for Makkah. It included 73 Muslims, two of whom were women. The rest
of the people were those who wanted to find out more about
the religion before becoming Muslims. They met Rasūl Allāh [S]
on the 13th of Dhūʾl-Ḥijjah at the same place of ʿAqabah.
During the meeting, Rasūl Allāh [S] addressed them and recited
some verses from the Qurʾān. The words of Rasūl Allāh [S] made
a great impression on all the listeners and they all were ready to
accept Islam. Everyone swore to be loyal to Islam and pledged
allegiance to Rasūl Allāh [S].This event is known as the second
Pledge of ʿAqabah.
Rasūl Allāh [S] then promised the people of Madina that he
would visit them soon.

Did you know?
Arabia was a major trade
link between the Mediterranean lands and Asia.
Arab Merchants travelled
across Central Asia along
the silk road. They also
used the spice route, sailing to India and beyond in
their dhows.

Key points
1) The Arabs came to
Makkah in Dhūʾl-Ḥijjah every
year to perform pilgrimage
and trade with each other.
They were not Muslims and
worshipped the idols.
2) Rasūl Allāh [S] would use
this opportunity to meet the
pilgrims and teach them
about Islam.

Summary questions
1.
2.
3.

Why did the non-Muslim Arabs come to Makkah in the
month of Dhūʾl-Ḥijjah every year?
What conditions did the people from Madina agree to in
the first pledge of ʿAqabah?
Why do you think the people of Madina accepted Islam
more readily compared to the people of Makkah?

3) When the people from
Madina met Rasūl Allāh [S],
they were convinced about
Islam and made a pledge
with Rasūl Allāh [S] at
ʿAqabah.
4) They invited Rasūl Allāh
[S] to visit them and unite
their tribes.

RASŪL ALLĀH [S]
Learning objectives
1. What is the Hijrah?
2. Why did Rasūl Allāh [S]
leave Makkah and migrate to Madina?

The Quraysh plot to kill Rasūl Allāh [S]
Rasūl Allāh [S] and his companions faced a very difficult time in
Makkah. The Quraysh continued harassing the Muslims, who
complained to Rasūl Allāh [S] about the harsh treatment they
were receiving. Rasūl Allāh [S] advised all the Muslims to migrate
to Madina secretly, and await his arrival there. One by one the
Muslims slipped out of Makkah, making excuses for their
departure. They kept their destination secret because they were
afraid the Quraysh would follow them. Most of them had to
leave their homes, possessions and wealth behind.
The Quraysh suddenly realised that the Muslims were all leaving
Makkah. They managed to arrest a few but by that time the majority had already escaped and were on their way to Madina. The
Quraysh were angry at this mass escape. They knew that the
Muslims would now become a danger to them. They called a
special meeting and decided that the only way to stop the
spread of Islam was to kill Rasūl Allāh [S]. They decided that a
group of men from different tribes would kill Rasūl Allāh [S] all at
once so that no one person or tribe could be blamed.
On the night that the Quraysh planned to kill Rasūl Allāh [S], Allāh sent the angel Jibrāʿīl [A] to tell Rasūl Allāh [S] to immediately leave Makkah for Madina. Rasūl Allāh [S] asked Imām ʿAlī
[A] to sleep in his place so that the Quraysh would not realize
that he had left.

Activity
Group discussion
The people of Madina
were very happy to hear
that Rasūl Allāh [S] was
coming to their city and
prepared for his arrival. If
you came to know that
Imām al-Mahdī [A] was going to visit your city, how
would you prepare for his
arrival?

When Rasūl Allāh [S] began his journey out of Makkah, he met
Abū Bakr on the way, who joined him. Rasūl Allāh [S] knew that
the Quraysh would waste no time in hunting him down once
they learnt of his departure, so he hid in the Cave of Thawr during the day.
Imām ʿAlī [A] was not afraid of risking his own life to protect Rasūl Allāh [S] . Allāh [SWT] loved this act so much that He revealed
the following āyah:

ِ
ِ َّاس من ي ْش ِري نَ ْف
ضاةِ اللَّ ِه
َ اء َم ْر
َ ْ َ ِ َوم ْن الن
َ َسهُ ابْتغ
َ
ِ وف بِال ِْعب
اد
َ ٌ َُواللَّهُ َرء

And among men there is one who sells his soul
to seek the pleasure of Allāh;
and truly Allāh is affectionate to His (such) servants. [2:207]

Rasūl Allāh [S]’s Hijrah to Madinah

Did you know?

When the Quraysh found out that Rasūl Allāh [S] had left Makkah, they sent men to block all routes leading to Madina, and
hired expert guides to trace his footprints in the desert. They
promised a reward of 100 camels to the person who would find
him. Soon everyone in Makkah was out looking for him.

The Islamic calendar begins
with the Hijrah of Rasūl
Allāh [S] from Makkah to
Madina.

One of the best trackers traced the footprints of Rasūl Allāh [S]
to the Cave of Thūr. However, when the Quraysh came to the
cave, they saw its entrance blocked by a spider's web and a
bird’s nest. They thought it was impossible for anyone to enter
the cave without breaking the web and the eggs, so they returned to Makkah to look elsewhere.
Once the Quraysh were gone, Rasūl Allāh [S] and Abu Bakr left
the cave and continued their journey to Madina, travelling along
the coastal route so as to avoid the Quraysh riders. They arrived
at Qubāʾ, a village just outside Madina, where a large number of
Muslims were waiting to escort Rasūl Allāh [S] into Madina. Rasūl Allāh [S] waited in Qubāʾ for the arrival of Imām ʿAlī A]. Dur- Key points
ing this time, he laid the foundation of Masjid al-Qubāʾ, the first 1) Rasūl Allāh [S] advised
masjid of Islam. It still exists in Madina today.
his companions to travel
to Madina to avoid perAfter the arrival of
secution
from
the
Imām ʿAlī [A] and
Quraysh in Makkah.
Rasūl Allāh [S]’s
family in Qubāʾ,
2) When the Quraysh realised
they proceeded to
the Muslims were escaping to
Madina. The MusMadina, they decided that
lims lined the
the only way to stop the
streets of Madina
spread of Islam was to kill Raeagerly awaiting
sūl Allāh [S].
to see Rasūl Allāh
[S].
3) Rasūl Allāh [S] asked Imām

Summary questions
1.
2.
3.
4.

Why did the Quraysh of Makkah decide to kill Rasūl Allāh
[S]?
Why did Rasūl Allāh [S] advise his companions to leave
Makkah and go to Madina?
What role did Imām ʿAlī [A] play in the Hijrah to Madina?
What is the name of the very first mosque built?

ʿAlī [A] to sleep in his bed
whilst he escaped from Makkah so that the enemies
would not know he had left.
4) Rasūl Allāh [S] waited for
Imām ʿAlī [A] to join him at
Qubāʾ
before
entering
Madina.

RASŪL ALLĀH [S]
Learning objectives
1. What was the declaration
of brotherhood?
2. Who were the Muhājirūn
and the Anṣār?
3. Who did Rasūl Allāh [S]
take as his own brother?

Rasūl Allāh [S]’s arrival in Madina
When Rasūl Allāh [S]’s camel came down at a place called “the
Valley of Wadāʾ” and set its foot on the land of Madina, he came
into view of the waiting people. They greeted him warmly and
began singing in joy.
As Rasūl Allāh [S] entered the city of Madina, everyone wanted
him to go and stay with them until a house was built for him.
Rasūl Allāh [S] did not want to disappoint anyone so he said:
“Let my camel walk. I shall stay wherever it kneels down.”
Everybody followed the camel eagerly to see where it would
stop. The camel stopped and bent its knees on a large piece of
land belonging to two orphan boys, Sahl and Suhayl. It was used
for drying dates and agriculture. The nearest house was that of
Abū Ayyūb al-Anṣārī. Abū Ayyūb was delighted to have the honour of hosting Rasūl Allāh [S], who stayed with him for about
seven months, until his house next to the masjid was ready.
Rasūl Allāh [S] wished to build a masjid on the land where his
camel had stopped. The orphans who owned the property
wanted to give the land as a gift to him but he refused the offer
and paid them for the land. After the purchase, the ground was
cleared of the trees and a masjid was built over it with clay and
mud. The roof was made with palm wood and covered with
palm branches and leaves. To one side, apartments were built
for Rasūl Allāh [S] and his family, and on the other side rooms
were provided for about 70 of the poorer people of Madina who
had no house of their own.

Activity
If you were a member of the Anṣār of
Madina, how would
you help your brother from
the Muhājirūn?

Declaration of brotherhood
After his arrival in Madina, Rasūl Allāh [S] was faced with many
new challenges. One of these was to settle the Muhājirūn in
Madina. The Muhājirūn were his companions from Makkah who
had performed the Hijrah with him. They were quite different in
their culture and thinking compared to the Anṣār of Madina.
The Arabic word Anṣār means helpers. The Anṣār were the people of Madina who had welcomed Rasūl Allāh [S] and the Muslims, and helped them settle in Madina. They were also divided
into several tribes, mainly the Aws and the Khazraj. These two
tribes had been fighting each other for many years.
Rasūl Allāh [S] asked all his companions to settle their differences and unite as Muslims.

Did you know?
Madina was originally
known as Yathrib. It’s
name was changed to
Madinat al-Nabī (city of
the Prophet) after Rasūl
Allāh [S]’s Hijrah.

Key points

The Muhājirūn had left their homes and property behind in Makkah, and many of them had nothing. Rasūl Allāh [S] therefore
paired each of them with the Anṣār of Madina as brothers. The
Anṣār gave half of their wealth to their Muslim brothers from
Makkah so that they could start new lives in Madina.
At the end of all the pairings, only Imām ʿAlī [A] was left. He
asked Rasūl Allāh [S] who his brother would be. Rasūl Allāh [S]
said to him:
‘O ʿAlī , you are my brother, in this world as well as the next!’

Summary questions
1.
2.
3.
4.

Who were the Muhājirūn?
Who were the Anṣār?
Can you think of two reasons why it was necessary for
Rasūl Allāh [S] to pair the Muhājirūn with the Anṣār?
Who did Rasūl Allāh [S] pair Imām ʿAlī [A] with?

1) The Muhājirūn were
Rasūl Allāh’s companions
from Makkah who had migrated with him to Madina.
2) The Anṣār were the Muslims of Madina who welcomed Rasūl Allāh [S] and
his companions from Makkah and helped them settle
in Madina.
3) Rasūl Allāh [S] paired the
Muhājirūn with the Anṣār as
brothers so that they would
overcome their differences
and help each other.
4) Rasūl Allāh [S] paired
Imām ʿAlī [A] with himself.

RASŪL ALLĀH [S]
Learning objectives
1. What is Mi’rāj?
2. How did Rasūl Allāh [S]
travel to the heavens?
3. What did he see on
Mi’rāj?

What is Miʿrāj?
In the 11th year of his mission, just one year before the Hijrah to
Madina, Allāh [SWT] decided to take Rasūl Allāh [S] on a special
journey to the heavens to show him all the wonders of the universe.
Allāh [SWT] has mentioned this Night Journey (which is called
Mi’rāj) in the Qurʾān as follows:

ِ ِِ
ِِ
ِ
ْح َر ِام
ْ ُس ْب َحا َن الَّذي أ
َ َس َرى بِ َع ْبده لَْيالً م َن ال َْم ْسجد ال
ِ َّ
ِِ
ارْكنَا َح ْولَهُ لِنُ ِريَهُ ِم ْن آيَاتِنَا
َ إِلَى ال َْم ْسجد األَق
َ َْصى الذي ب
ِ الس ِميع الْب
ص ُير
َ ُ َّ إِنَّهُ ُه َو

Glory be to Him (Allāh) who carried His servant (Rasūl Allāh) on a
journey by night from the Sacred Mosque (of Makkah) to the Farthest Mosque (Masjid al-Aqṣā in Jerusalem) whose area We have
blessed, that We might show him (Rasūl Allāh) some of Our
signs. Indeed He (Allāh) is the All-hearing, the All-seeing. [17:1]

Masjid al-Aqṣā in Jerusalem

This happened on the 27th night of Rajab. Rasūl Allāh [S] was
resting when the angel Jibrāʾīl came to him with a special horse
with wings called Burāq. First Rasūl Allāh [S] went to the Kaʿbah
in Makkah to pray and then from there he flew on Burāq to Jerusalem where he prayed at Masjid al-Aqṣā, the third Holiest masjid in Islam (after Masjid al-Ḥarām in Makkah and Masjid alNabawī in Madina).
After Masjid al-Aqṣā, Jibrāʾīl flew besides Rasūl Allāh [S] and
took him up to all the seven heavens one by one. There, Rasūl
Allāh [S] saw many angels and he met the other previous prophets of Allāh [SWT]. Allāh [SWT] then showed Rasūl Allāh [S] paradise where all the faithful will live forever and he showed him
hellfire where the evil ones will be sent on the Day of Judgement.

Activity
List any 3 angels that
Rasūl Allāh [S] met on
Miʿrāj. What are their
functions?

Then Rasūl Allāh [S] went even higher up to the highest-level in
the heavens called al-Sidrat al-Muntahā. There, Rasūl Allāh [S]
saw something like the Kaʿbah called al-Bayt al-Maʿmūr. The angels were going around it in ṭawāf and praising Allāh [SWT].
Finally Rasūl Allāh [S] reached a place where he saw a "Curtain
of Light". Just like Allāh [SWT] had talked to Nabī Musa from a
burning bush on the mountain, Allāh [SWT] talked to Rasūl Allāh
[S] directly from the Curtain of Light.

What did Rasūl Allāh [S] see on Miʿrāj?
When Rasūl Allāh [S] entered Jannah, he saw some angels building palaces of gold, silver, rubies and other beautiful gemstones
for the believers. Sometimes they would stop working. Rasūl Allāh [S] asked the angels why they stopped working and they
said:
“When a believer on the earth says:

ْح ْم ُد هلل َو ََل إِلهَ َّإَل اهلل َو اهللُ أَ ْكبَر
َ ُس ْب َحا َن اهلل َو ال

we build his/her palace. When he/she stops the taṣbīḥ of Allāh,
we stop building his/her palace and gardens.”
In Jahannam, Rasūl Allāh [S] saw the raging fire of hell and some
terrible punishments that are waiting for people who are evil,
commit sins and do not ask Allāh [SWT] for forgiveness.
Rasūl Allāh [S] also saw a huge angel who was able to count anything, including the number of raindrops. He asked him if there
was anything he could not count. The angel said:
“when a muʾmin recites ṣalawāt on Rasūl Allāh [S] and his family, the reward (thawāb) is so much that I cannot count it!”
Rasūl Allāh [S] also saw Isrāʾīl, the Angel of Death, and Isrāfīl, the
angel who will blow the trumpet to end the world and then blow
it again to bring everyone back to life.
By the miracle of Allāh [SWT], Rasūl Allāh [S] went on Miʿrāj and
came back the same night. The next day when Rasūl Allāh [S]
told people about his journey to the heavens and what he had
seen, some people did not believe him. He told them exactly
what Masjid al-Aqṣā looked like in Jerusalem and some people
who had been to Jerusalem confirmed his words were true. He
also told the Quraysh in Makkah that while he was flying, he saw
a caravan that was coming towards Makkah that had lost their
camel and were looking for it. Shortly after, the caravan arrived
in Makkah and confirmed that the previous night they had lost
their camel.

Did you know?
When Rasūl Allāh [S] was
on Miʿrāj, Allāh [SWT]
taught him how to pray the
five daily prayers.
It is said that the ṣalāh is
the Miʿrāj of a Muʾmin.
This is because a Muʾmin
can get very close to Allāh
[SWT] through ṣalāh, just
as Rasūl Allāh [S] got very
close to Allāh [SWT] in
Mi’rāj.

Key points
1) Rasūl Allāh [S] went
on a night journey to
the heavens on the 27th of
Rajab. This journey is known
as Miʿrāj.
2) Angel Jibrāʾīl accompanied
Rasūl Allāh [S] on this journey. Rasūl Allāh [S] travelled
on a special horse called Burāq.
3) Rasūl Allāh [S] saw the
seven heavens and met
some past anbiyāʾ. He also
saw Jannah and Jahannam.

Summary questions
1.
2.
3.
4.

What is the Miʿrāj?
When did Miʿrāj take place?
Which places did Rasūl Allāh [S] visit on this night journey?
What did he see in the heavens?

4) Rasūl Allāh [S] came very
close to Allāh [SWT] on this
journey, and Allāh [SWT]
spoke to him directly
through a curtain of light.

THE AʾIMMAH [A]
Learning objectives

Imām Zayn al-ʿAbidīn [A]

1. An introduction into the Imām ʿAlī Zayn al-ʿAbidīn [A] is our fourth Imām. His father Imām
life of Imām Zayn al- al-Ḥusayn [A] taught him all the knowledge that had been passed
down to him by Rasūl Allāh [S] and his father Imām ʿAlī [A].
ʿAbidīn [A]
2. An introduction to alKey facts
Ṣaḥīfah al-Sajjādiyah
Birth date: 5th Shaʿbān 38 AH in Madina
Father:
Imām al-Ḥusayn [A]
Mother: Sayyidah Shahr Bānū. She was a Persian princess.
Wafāt:
25th Muḥarram 95 AH in Madina
Imām Zayn al-ʿAbidīn [A] was present in Karbalāʾ when his father Imām
al-Ḥusayn [A] was killed. He was 23 years old at the time, but he was
very ill and could not fight the enemies. Imām Zayn al-ʿAbidīn [A] lived
for 34 years after Karbalāʾ during which time he used to teach people
and guide them to Islam. He worshipped Allāh [SWT] so much that he
was called “Zayn al-ʿAbidīn”, which means “the beauty of worshippers”
and also “Sayyid al-Sājidīn”, which means “the master of those who do
sajdah”. Sometimes people would call him al-Sajjād, which also means
“one who does sajdah a lot”. Every time Imām Zayn al-ʿAbidīn [A] remembered some favour or blessing of Allāh [SWT], he performed sajdah immediately to thank Allāh [SWT].
Imām Zayn al-ʿAbidīn [A] constantly mourned for his father and kept the memory of the tragedy of Karbalāʾ alive.
He did this by organising majālis for the martyrs of
Karbalāʾ. We follow this teaching of the Imām until today
by attending majālis for Imām al-Ḥusayn [A].
The people of Madina respected the Imām very much.
One day during Ḥajj Hishām ibn ʿAbd al-Malik, the ruler of
the time, tried to touch Ḥajar al-Aswad (the Black Stone
in the corner of the Kaʿbah) but could not get near the Kaʿbah because of the large crowd gathered for Ḥajj. Then, as he was waiting, he saw the crowd move away and make a path for one
man to come and touch the Black Stone. This was Imām Zayn al-ʿAbidīn [A]. This made Hishām
very angry and jealous, and he decided to poison the Imām.

Activity

The Imām was 57 years old when Hishām poisoned him. Imām
Four Imāms have been passed away on the 25th of Muharram and is buried in
buried in Jannat al- Jannat al-Baqīʿ in Madina.
Baqīʿ in Madina. Can
you name them?

Did you know?

Al-Ṣaḥīfah al-Sajjādiyah
One of the greatest collection of
the teachings of Imām Zayn alʿAbidīn [A] is a book called alṢaḥīfah al-Sajjādiyah. This is a collection of adʿiyāʾ (plural of duʿāʾ)
and munājāt taught by the Imām.
Imām Zayn al-ʿAbidīn [A] was not
able to give lectures in public due
to the political situation at the
time, so he taught his followers
through these adʿiyāʾ and munājāt.

The Imām also has a document in
which he has listed the rights of Allāh
[SWT] and the rights of other people
on every Muslim. For example, it discusses the rights of parents, the
rights of neighbours, the rights of
friends, the rights of your body, and
so on. This beautiful document is
called the Risālat al-Huqūq.

Imām Zayn al-ʿAbidīn [A]
has said:
Do not keep friends with
five types of people:
 a liar
 an open sinner
 a miser
 a foolish person and
 A person who breaks
relations with his or her
family

Key points
1) Imām ʿAlī Zayn al-ʿAbidīn
[A] is our 4th Imām. His father is Imām Husayn [A] and
his mother is Lady Shahr
Banu.
2) He was born in Madina on
5th Shaʿbān 38 AH.

Imām Zayn al-ʿAbidīn [A] said:
“Do good to others when they ask you for help
even if they are not deserving of it.”

Summary questions
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

Who are the parents of Imām Zayn al-ʿAbidīn [A]?
What does the title "Zayn al-ʿAbidīn" mean? Why was he
given this title?
What important tradition did Imām Zayn al-ʿAbidīn [A]
start after the tragedy of Karbala?
What is al-Ṣaḥīfah al-Sajjādiyah?
Why did Hishām b. Abd al-Malik poison the Imām?
Where is the Imām buried?

3) He worshipped Allāh
[SWT] a lot, which is why
people gave him the title
Zayn al-ʿAbidīn (beauty of
the worshippers).
4) He started the tradition of
majālis to remember the
tragedy of Karbala.
5) His beautiful duʿāʾs, which
contain many lessons for us,
have been compiled into a
book called al-Ṣaḥīfah alSajjādiyah.

THE AʾIMMAH [A]
Learning objectives
1. An introduction into the
life of Imām Muḥammad
al-Bāqir [A].
2. The spread of knowledge
during the time of Imām
al-Bāqir [A].

Imām Muḥammad al-Bāqir [A]
Imām Muḥammad al-Bāqir [A] is our 5th Imām.
Key facts
Birth date: 1st Rajab 57AH in Madina
Father:
Imām ʿAlī Zayn al-ʿAbidīn [A]
Mother: Sayyidah Fāṭimah [A], the daughter of Imām al-Ḥasan
[A].
Wafāt:
7th of Dhūʾl-Ḥijjah 114 AH
Imām al-Bāqir [A] was present in Karbala when his grandfather
Imām Ḥusayn [A] was killed. He was four years old at the time.
After Karbala, he lived for 34 years with his father Imām Zayn alʿAbidīn [A]. He became Imām after the death of his father, and
his period of Imāmah lasted 18 years.
Imām Muḥammad al-Bāqir [A] is famous for the knowledge he
spread amongst the Muslims. The title al-Bāqir means the one
who opens up doors of knowledge and brings out its treasures. In
other words he is Bāqir al-ʿUlūm (the one who opens up the
doors of knowledge).
One day, Jābir ibn ʿAbd Allāh al-Ansarī, an old companion of Rasūl Allāh [S] came to the Imām and said, “Rasūl Allāh [S] has sent
you salām”. The people were amazed to hear this and asked
Jābir what he meant. Jābir said that he once saw Imām Ḥusayn
[A] as a young boy sitting on Rasūl Allāh [S]’s lap. Rasūl Allāh [S]
pointed to his grandson Ḥusayn [A] and said to Jābir, “O Jābir,
this son of mine will have a son called ʿAlī. On the Day of Judgement he will be known as Sayyid al-ʿAbidīn (the leader of worshippers). And that son will have another son called Muḥammad,
who will split open knowledge and spread it. O Jābir, you will live
to see him. When you see him, give him my salām!”

Activity
Both of Imām
Muḥammad al-Baqir’s
grandfathers were
Imāms. Can you draw a family tree to show this?

Imām Muḥammad al-Bāqir [A] lived to see the times of many
caliphs and whenever they had a problem they could not resolve, they would ask him for help and advice. Everyone who
saw him was attracted to him because of his knowledge and excellent character. Even those who disliked him out of ignorance
would change their attitude and start loving and following him
once they met him.
The Abbasid Caliph Hishām ibn. ʿAbd al-Malik felt threatened by
the presence of the Imām and had him poisoned. Imām al-Bāqir
[A] spent the last moments of his life with his son Imām al-Ṣādiq
[A] besides him. He is buried in Jannat al-Baqī in Madina.

Imām al-Bāqir [A]’s advice for his Shīʿah
“O our Shīʿah!
For those who love us: Listen to and understand our instructions:
Never lie when you speak;
when you make a promise always fulfil it and
always be faithful to what you are trusted with,
whether it is for a friend or an enemy;
be generous with your wealth;
love each other with your hearts;
give charity to the poor amongst you;
be united in all matters;
never cheat others or let mistrust come in between you;
seek help from Allāh [SWT] and be patient;
for the earth is ruled by whoever Allāh [SWT] allows
and the end shall be for the pious.”

Did you know?
During the time of Caliph
ʿAbd al-Malik ibn. Marwān,
Muslims were using Roman
currency for trade. A problem occurred between the
Muslims and the Romans, so
the Roman emperor refused
the Muslims to use Roman
coins. ʿAbd al-Malik asked
the Imām for advice. Imām
advised the Caliph to introduce new Islamic currency,
and showed him how to
make the new coins.

Key points
1) Imām Muḥammad alBāqir [A] is our 5th Imām. He
was born in Madina.

I advise you of five things:
If someone oppresses you, don’t oppress him or her
If someone cheats you, don’t cheat him or her
If you are called a liar, don’t get angry;
If you are flattered or praised, don’t rejoice, and
If you are blamed wrongly, don’t get upset.

Summary questions
1.
2.
3.

What does the title al-Bāqir mean?
What did Rasūl Allāh [S]’s companion Jābir ibn. ʿAbd Allāh
al-Ansarī say to Imām al-Bāqir?
Can you remember any three pieces of advice from Imām
al-Bāqir?

2) His title al-Bāqir means
“the one who opens up the
doors of knowledge”.
3) Imām al-Bāqir’s period of
Imāmah lasted 18 years. He
lived to see the times of
many caliphs. He was well
respected. He spread a lot of
knowledge and taught many
students.
4) The Caliph Hishām b. Abd
al-Malik felt threatened by
the Imām and poisoned him.
He is buried in Madina.

THE AʾIMMAH [A]
Learning objectives
1. There are two periods
of ghaybah of Imam alMahdī [A].
2. One of the ways in
which we can communicate with Imam alMahdī [A] is by writing
ʿarīḍah to him.

Al-Ghaybah al-Ṣughrā of Imām al-Mahdi [A]
Imām al-Mahdī [A] is our 12th and last Imām. He is our living
Imām.
Imām al-Mahdī [A] is currently in ghaybah. This means that we
cannot see him. He will reappear when Allāh [SWT] wills.
The Imām first went into ghaybah when his father Imām Ḥasan alʿAskarī [A] passed away. This ghaybah lasted for 69 years. This period of ghaybah is called al-Ghaybah al-Ṣughrā (The Minor Occultation). During this ghaybah, the Imām appointed 4 representatives and communicated with his Shīʿah through them.
6 days before the fourth representative passed away, the Imām
wrote a letter to him telling him that he was now going into alGhaybah al-Kubrā (The Major Occultation), and he would no
longer appoint any direct representative.

Imām’s letter to his representative
O Ali bin Muhammad as-Summari. May Allāh reward your brothers
in faith over your loss; for you will die between now and the next six
days. Set your affairs and do not appoint anyone in your place after
you. The complete ghayba has now occurred. There will be no dhuhur now except by Allah’s permission, and it will occur after a long
time when people’s hearts have become hard and the earth is filled
with injustice. There will come people to my Shi’ah who will claim to
have seen me. Let it be known: anyone who claims to see me before
the coming of Sufyāni and ‘the shout’, will be a liar. There is no
power except with Allāh, the Highest and the Mighty.’

Activity
Write an ʿarīḍah to
Imām al-Mahdī [A].
What would you like
to tell the Imām in your
letter to him?

The Sufyānī mentioned by the Imām is an evil man from the descendants of Abū Sufyān who will come just before Imām al-Mahdī
[A] to create mischief on the earth.
The shout is a loud cry announcing the reappearance of the Imām.
It will be heard everywhere just before the coming of the Imām,
and everyone will understand it in their own language.

Writing an ʿArīḍah to Imām al-Mahdī [A]
Waiting for the ẓuhūr (reappearance) of Imām al-Mahdī [A] is
called Intiẓār. It is not only the Shīʿah or the Muslims who are
waiting for someone to come and establish peace and justice on
the earth. All major religions believe that a saviour will come and
remove injustice from this world.
We should never doubt in the existence of Imām al-Mahdī [A]. If
Allāh [SWT] could raise Rasūl Allāh [S] all the way to the heavens
during Mi’rāj, and to raise Nabī ʿĪsā [A] and keep him alive until
he returns, it is very easy for Allāh [SWT] to keep someone alive
on the earth for a long time.
During the ghaybah of the Imām [A], we should constantly remember him and communicate with him. We can do this by asking Allāh [SWT] through him, praying for his safety and thinking
about him. We can also communicate with the Imām [A] by writing a special letter to him. This is known as an ʿarīḍah. He also
prays for his Shīʿah, and eagerly awaits the time of his reappearance.
Imām’s last representative telling the Shi’ah about Imām’s
letter

Did you know?
When dropping the ʿarīḍah
in water, we address Ḥusayn
bin Rūḥ, the third representative of Imām al-Mahdī [A],
as follows:
“O Ḥusayn bin Rūḥ, Salāmun ʿAlaykum. I bear witness that you died in the
path of Allāh, so you are
alive and sustained by Allāh. I am addressing you in
your life which you lead
with Allāh – this is my note
and wishes to my master
and Imām, so please hand it
over to him for you are indeed trustworthy.”

Key points
1) Imām al-Mahdī [A] is our
living Imām. He is in ghaybah, and will reappear when
Allāh wills.
2) The Imām first went into
ghaybah when his father
passed away. This ghaybah
was called al-Ghaybat alṢughrā. It lasted 69 years.

Summary questions
1.
2.
3.
4.

What is al-Ghaybah al-Ṣughrā?
How many direct representatives did Imam al-Mahdī [A]
appoint during al-Ghaybat al-Ṣughrā?
Who is Sufyāni?
How can we communicate with our Imām?

3) Imām directly appointed 4
representatives during this
time. When the 4th representative was about to die,
Imām wrote to him telling
him that he was now going
into al-Ghaybah al-Kubrā,
and would not appoint any
direct representatives.

MUSLIM SCIENTISTS
Learning objectives
1. Understand the role of
Aʾimmah [A] in spreading knowledge.
2. Understand the contribution of Muslims to
Science.

Jābir ibn Ḥayyān - The father of modern chemistry
Our Aʾimmah [A] were the most knowledgeable people of their
time. They took every opportunity to teach others. However,
some of the Aʾimmah [A] lived very difficult lives and could not
teach openly. They were watched constantly by the ruling
caliphs, and were sometimes under house arrest or imprisoned.
Imām Muḥammad al-Bāqir [A] and his son Imām Jaʿfar al-Ṣādiq
[A] had thousands of students, and supervised the writing of
hundreds of books during their time.
One of the most famous students of Imām
al-Ṣādiq [A] is Abū Mūsā Jābir ibn Ḥayyān,
also known as Geber. He learnt many things
from the Imām, and was a chemist, astrologer, engineer, astronomer, philosopher and
physicist. However, his greatest contribution is in chemistry, and he is known as the
father of chemistry.
He performed many new chemical experiments in his time and perfected scientific
techniques. He insisted on performing experiments to prove his theories. He studied
the properties of metals, and showed how
acids can be made in the laboratory.

Group Activity
In the past, Muslims
were at the forefront
of science and education,
but today we are no longer
leading in these fields. Can
you think of why this is the
case, and how Muslims can
once again excel in knowledge and science?

He wrote many books, including Kitāb al-Kīmyāʾ and Kitāb alSabʿīn. His books were translated into Latin and other European
languages, enabling scholars in Europe to benefit from his work.
His work in chemistry was so important that the development of
chemistry in Europe
can be traced directly
back to him.
Many of his books have
been preserved and are
still available today.

Muḥammad Al-Khwārizmī - The father of Algebra
Muḥammad ibn Mūsā Al-Khwārizmī
was a mathematician, astronomer and
geographer. He was perhaps one of the
greatest mathematicians who ever
lived. He was the founder of several
branches and basic concepts of mathematics.
His work on algebra was outstanding.
He explained the subject in a systematic
form, and developed solutions for different types of equations. This important work made him the father of Algebra.
A page from Muḥammad
Al-Khwārizmī also worked on measuring the size of the earth,
charted a map of the globe, and contributed to work related to Al-Khwārizmī’s book on Algebra
clocks, sundials and astrolabes.
He wrote many books, some of which were translated into Latin.
European scientists and mathematicians used his books to learn
and develop mathematics further.

Key points
1) The Aʾimmah [A]
were the most knowledgeable people of their
time.

Summary questions
1.
2.
3.
4.

Why were some of the Aʾimmah [A] able to teach more
students than others?
Who is the father of modern chemistry?
Who is the father of Algebra?
How have we benefited from Muslim scientists?

2) They took every opportunity to spread knowledge by
teaching others, but the
rulers of the time did not
usually allow the Aʾimmah
[A] to teach in public.
3) Thousands of students
learnt from the Aʾimmah [A].
Some of them became famous scholars and scientists.

