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ASMĀʾ AL-ḤUSNĀ 

Learning objectives 

1. What does al-Asmāʾ al-
Ḥusnā mean?

2. What are the ṣifāt al-
thubutiyyah?

3. What are the ṣifāt al-
salbiyyah?

Asmāʾ al-Ḥusnā refers to the beautiful Names of Allāh [SWT]. 
We should say subḥānahu wa taʿālā (Glory be to Him the Most 
High) whenever we mention Allāh [SWT]. We can also say, ʿazza 
wa jall, which means ‘the Mighty and Glorious.’ 

Allāh [SWT] tells us in the Qurʾān that when we pray to Him, we 
can call Him by any of His beautiful Names: 

 ُقْل اْدُعوا اللََّه َأْو اْدُعوا الرَّْحَماَن أَيًّامَّا َتْدُعوا
 فَ َلُه اأَلْسَماُء اْلُحْسَنى

Say, ‘Call “Allāh” or call ‘‘the Rahman (Merciful)”. Whichever [of 
His Names] you may call, 

to Him belong the most beautiful Names.’ [17:110] 

Why should Allāh [SWT] have so many different names? 

Allāh [SWT]’s names refer to His qualities. His names tell us 
about Him, and help us understand Him. In other words, we can 
know Allāh [SWT] through His qualities. 

Remembering Allāh [SWT] by His different names also has many 
benefits. For example, one of Allāh [SWT]’s names is al-Qādir. It 
means “the all-Powerful One”. We call Allāh [SWT] by this name, 
saying “Yā Qādir” (Oh all-Powerful One!). 

Another beautiful name of Allāh [SWT] is al-ʿAlīm. It means “the 
all-Knowing”. We remember Allāh [SWT] by this name, saying 
“Yā ʿAlīm”. 

Even though Allāh has very many beautiful names (Asmāʾ al-
Ḥusnā), Muslims try and memorise 99 of these names. 

Allāh [SWT] has the most beautiful names 

 Activity

Look at the 99 Names of 
Allāh [SWT], and try to  

memorise any 10 names. 



     Summary questions 

1. What does al-Asmāʾ al-Ḥusnā mean? 
2. Why does Allāh [SWT] have so many Names? 
3. What does al-ṣifāt al-thubutiyyah mean? 
4. What does al-ṣifāt al-salbiyyah mean? 
5. How can remembering Allāh [SWT] through His different 
 Names help us? 

Al-Ṣifāt al-thubutiyyah are the qualities of Allāh [SWT] that are 
true regarding Allāh [SWT]. They are sometimes referred to as the 
"positive attributes" of Allāh [SWT].  The opposite of this is ṣifāt al
-salbiyyah, which are attributes that are not true regarding Allāh 
[SWT], or "negative attributes". 

Key points 

1) Al-Asmāʾ al-Ḥusnā 
refers to the Beautiful Names 
of Allāh [SWT].  
 
2) We know Allāh [SWT] 
through His Names, which 
refer to His attributes 
(qualities). 
 
3) Al-Ṣifāt al-thubutiyyah are 
the Positive Attributes of Al-
lāh [SWT].  
 
4) Al-Ṣifāt al-Salbiyyah are 
Negative Attributes. Allāh 
[SWT] does not have such 
qualities. 

Among the Ṣifāt al-thubutiyyah are: 

1. al-Qadīm - He is Eternal. He has no beginning and 
 no end. He wasn’t born and won’t die. 

2. al-Qādir - He is all-Powerful. He has the power to do 
 what He wishes. 

3. al-Alīm - He is all-Knowing. Nothing is hidden from 
 Him. 

4. al-Ḥayy - He is Ever-Living. He will never die. 
5. al-Murīd - He does as He pleases. However, what He 
  does is based on wisdom and reason. 

Among the Al-Ṣifāt al-Salbiyyah are that: 
 
1. Allāh [SWT] has no partners and no family. He has no 

sons or daughters. 
2. Allāh [SWT] is not made up of anything.  
3. Allāh [SWT] does not live in any specific place. He is 

everywhere. 
4. Allāh [SWT] cannot enter anything (e.g. the body of a 

human). He cannot come in human  form. 
5. Allāh [SWT] does not change (E.g. He doesn't grow 

old, or become happy or sad) 

Did you know? 

The ṣifāt al-thubutiyyah 
can also be understood as 
Allāh [SWT]'s attributes of 
Beauty (jamāl). They display 
the perfection of God’s na-
ture, such as His Knowledge, 
Power and Life. 
 
The ṣifāt al-salbiyyah can also 
be understood as Allāh 
[SWT]'s attributes of Majesty 
(jalāl). He is too great to be 
described by such attributes, 
as these hint to imperfec-
tions.  

Shayṭān - Man’s greatest enemy 



SHAYṬĀN - MAN’S ENEMY 

Learning objectives 

1. What is a sin? How is it 
different from a mis-
take? 

2. What is the difference 
between major and mi-
nor sins? 

3. Who is Shayṭān? 
4. Why is he man’s enemy? 

A sin is any act of disobedience to Allāh [SWT]. In Arabic this is 
called dhanb and the plural is dhunūb. Committing a dhanb is 
ḥarām, meaning forbidden. Keeping away from dhunūb is wājib, 
meaning obligatory (it is a must). 
  
The reason why Allāh [SWT] forbids us to do certain things and 
calls them dhunūb is because they are harmful for our bodies 
and souls. When we commit dhunūb, we harm ourselves. It 
makes no difference to Allāh [SWT], but it reduces our chances 
of making it to Jannah, unless we repent and ask Allāh [SWT] to 
forgive us. That is why Allāh [SWT] says in the Qurʾān: 
  

 َفَما َكاَن اللَُّه لَِيْظِلَمُهْم َوَلِكْن َكانُوا أَنُفَسُهْم َيْظِلُمونَ 
So it was not Allāh who wronged them, but it was they who used 

to wrong themselves. [9:70] 
  
This means that Allāh [SWT] does not harm us or treat us badly. 
We do it to ourselves through our wrong actions. 
  
Sins are divided into 2 types: major sins (al-dhunūb al-kabīrah) 
and minor sins (al-dhunūb al-ṣaghīrah).  
  
A major sin is a sin for which the punishment has been men-
tioned in the Qurʾān to be the fire of Hell. All other sins for which 
the punishment has not been mentioned in the Qurʾān, or is 
mentioned but it’s not the fire of Hell, are considered to be mi-
nor sins. 
  
We must remember that committing a minor sin repeatedly is a 
major sin. Therefore, we should not take minor sins lightly. Usu-
ally, committing minor sins leads us to commit major sins. 
  
Some actions are not ḥarām but they are still harmful. They may 
be makrūh (disliked by Allāh [SWT]). 
  
Whenever we sin, we should immediately ask Allāh [SWT] to for-
give us, and promise Him that we will not repeat that sin again. 
Allāh [SWT] is most Forgiving and Merciful, and loves those who 
turn to Him for forgiveness. He does not like people who are too 
proud to ask for forgiveness and those who take sins lightly and 
ignore the consequences. 

Concept of sin 

 Activity 
  

Make a list of all sins you 
know of as a class.  

Do you know which ones 
are major and which are 

minor? 



Did you know? 

Losing hope in the mercy 
and forgiveness of Allāh 
[SWT] is a major sin. We 
must never lose hope in 
Allāh [SWT]. He is the most 
Kind and the most Merci-
ful. He loves and forgives 
those who  repent sin-
cerely. 

     Summary questions 

1.    What is the meaning of dhanb? 
2.    What is the difference between major sins and minor sins? 
3.    Who is Shayṭān? How does he take us to the wrong path? 
4.    What will Shayṭān say on the Day of Judgement when peo-

ple blame him for their sins? 

Key points 

1) Dhanb is the Ara-
bic word for sin. It refers to 
any act that is a disobedi-
ence to Allāh [SWT]. 
  

2) Sins are divided into two 
types: major and minor. 
  

3) Major sins are those for 
which the Qurʾān clearly 
mentions Hellfire as the 
punishment. All other sins 
are minor. 
  

4) Shayṭān is our greatest  
enemy. He encourages us 
to sin.  

Shayṭān is our enemy and wants us commit sins so that we can 
all go to Hellfire with him. Many Muslims believe that it is 
Shayṭān who makes us do evil and commit sins. Is that really 
true? 
  
Allāh [SWT] tells us in the Qurʾān to beware of Shayṭān: 
 

ْيطَاُن َكَما َأْخَرَج أَبَ َوْيُكْم ِمْن اْلَجنَِّة  ِإنَّا ... يَابَِني آَدَم الَ يَ ْفِتنَ نَُّكْم الشَّ
َياِطيَن َأْولَِياَء لِلَِّذيَن الَ يُ ْؤِمُنونَ   َجَعْلَنا الشَّ

Oh Children of Ādam! Do not let Shayṭān tempt you, like he ex-
pelled your parents (Nabī Ādam and Sayyidah Ḥawwā) from 

paradise ... We have indeed made the devils friends of those who 
have no faith. [7:27] 

  
The Qurʾān clarifies that Shayṭān cannot force us to commit sins. 
He only whispers ideas of sins in our hearts. If we remember  
Allāh [SWT] all the time, we will not pay attention to Shayṭān’s 
whispers and temptations. However, if we forget Allāh [SWT], 
we will listen to Shayṭān and commit sins. 
  
On the Day of Judgement, when we blame Shayṭān for our sins, 
he will say: 

ا ُقِضَي اأَلْمُر ِإنَّ اللََّه َوَعدَُكْم َوْعَد اْلَحقِّ  ْيطَاُن َلمَّ َوقَاَل الشَّ
َوَوَعْدُتُكْم فََأْخَلْفُتُكْم َوَما َكاَن ِلي َعَلْيُكْم ِمْن ُسْلطَاٍن ِإالَّ َأْن 

... َدَعْوُتُكْم فَاْسَتَجْبُتْم ِلي َفالَ تَ ُلوُموِني َوُلوُموا أَنْ ُفَسُكمْ   

When the matter is all over, Shayṭān will say, ‘Indeed Allāh made 
you a promise that was true and I [too] made you a promise, but 

I lied to you. I had no control over you, except that I called you 
and you responded to me. So do not blame me, but blame your-

selves. [14:22] 

Shayṭān - Man’s greatest enemy 



NUBUWWAH 

Learning objectives 

1. What does nubuwwah 
mean? 

2. Who are the anbiyāʾ? 
What is their role? Why 
do we need them? 

3. What is a muʿjizah? 

Nubuwwah is one of the 5 uṣūl al-dīn (roots of religion). It means 
prophethood. Allāh [SWT] sent prophets (anbiyāʾ) to guide peo-
ple to the right path.  

  
Why do we need anbiyāʾ? 
  

Some people say that we don’t need prophets to guide us as we 
already know what is good and bad through human instinct. 
However, this is not always true. People often understand good 
and bad depending on where they were born and the culture 
they were raised in. For instance, what some people might be-
lieve to be good in China, might be regarded as bad in Brazil.  
  
Secondly, let us take an example of a very intelligent person who 
wishes to become a doctor. Even though she may be very intelli-
gent, it would take her a very long time to realise and learn eve-
rything on her own. However with a teacher, she can quickly 
learn everything she needs to know, and then teach others.  
  
Similarly, even if we are “good at heart”, the teachings of a nabī 
guide us along the shortest and fastest path to success so that 
we don’t have to learn by constantly making mistakes.             
Furthermore, there are matters related to the hereafter, such as 
the Day of Judgement, Paradise and Hellfire, that we cannot see 
or know about unless a nabī, who is given special knowledge by 
Allāh [SWT], tells us about them. 
  
The anbiyāʾ are our role models. That is why they are humans 
and not angels. They lived just like us, so we can strive to be like 
them by following their teachings. 

  
What are the qualities of a nabī? 
  

Even though the anbiyāʾ were human, they were also special in 
many ways: 
 
  A nabī is chosen by Allāh [SWT].  
  A nabī can receive revelation – called wahy in Arabic - 

from Allāh [SWT]. 
  A nabī is maʿṣūm, meaning he does not commit sins. 
  A nabī is able to perform miracles to prove his nubuwwah. 
 

Why do we need anbiyāʾ? 

 Activity 
The verses 33:45-46 
explain the role of 

Rasūl Allah [S]. Read 
their translation, and list 

the functions of Rasūl Allah 
[S] mentioned in these 

verses. 



Did you know? 

Rasūl Allāh [S] performed 
many miracles, but his 
greatest living muʿjizah is 
the Qurʾān. Its language 
and words are so unique 
that no one can produce a 
book similar to it. 

     Summary questions 

1. What is the meaning of Nubuwwah? 
2. Why do we need a prophet to guide us? Can’t we decide 

for ourselves what is good and what is bad? 
3. What is a muʿjizah? 
4. What are the qualities of a nabī? 
5. What are the functions of a nabī? 

Key points 

1) Nubuwwah refers 
to prophethood. A nabī is a 
prophet. The plural of nabī 
is anbiyāʾ. 
  
2) Anbiyāʾ acted as role 
models. They were the 
most knowledgeable peo-
ple of their time. Allāh 
[SWT] sent revelation to 
them, and gave them spe-
cial miracles (muʿjizah) as a 
proof of their divine ap-
pointment. 
  
3) Every nabī was given a 
different miracle, depend-
ing on the time they lived 
in. 

According to the Qur’an, a nabī performs the following func-
tions: 
1. To give people good news of Jannah (Paradise) and to 

warn them about Hellfire, and to call people to Allāh [33: 
45-46]. 

2. To judge between people when they disagree so as to 
guide them [2:213]. 

3. To purify the souls of people and give them wisdom [62:2]. 
4. To explain the laws of Allāh (the sharīʿah) so people do not 

go astray [4:176]. 
5. To establish justice in society by putting the laws into prac-

tice [57:25]. 
6. To teach and guide people so that they come out of dark-

ness (falsehood) into light (truth) [14:1]. 
 
Prophets were given miracles so that they could convince people 
that they were speaking the truth. A miracle is called muʿjizah  in 
Arabic. Muʿjizah literally means “that which people are unable to 
do.” Only a nabī or an Imām chosen by Allāh [SWT] can perform 
muʿjizah as a proof of their appointment by Allāh [SWT].  
  
To convince people that a muʿjizah was genuine, Allāh [SWT] 
gave miracles to His representatives such that even the experts 
of the time could easily understand that it was impossible for a 
man to make up such things himself. 
  
For example, in the days of Nabī Musa [A], the magicians were 
very powerful and advanced in their skills. They could make peo-
ple believe that pieces of ropes were snakes. So Allāh [SWT] 
gave Nabī Musa [A] the ability to change his  walking stick into a 
huge serpent that was real and could even swallow the sticks 
and ropes of the magicians. 

The role of a Nabī  



ISLAMIC CALENDAR 

Learning objectives 

1. The Islamic calendar is 
based on the lunar 
months. 

2. When did the Islamic 
calendar start? 

3. How do we find out the 
beginning of each 
month? 

The Islamic months start 
every time there is a new 
moon.  
  
A new moon is called a 
crescent (hilāl in Arabic). 
  
  
  
Every night the moon appears bigger than the previous night, 
until it becomes a full moon in the middle of the Islamic month. 

 
The Islamic calendar began with the Hijrah of Rasūl Allah [S] 
from Makkah to Madina.  
  
Every Islamic month can only have 29 or 30 days, depending on 
the sighting of the new moon. If the new moon is not seen after 
29 days, we can assume that after one more day, the new month 
begins (because we cannot have 31 days). 
  
The Islamic calendar has the following months: 
1.  Muḥarram   7.  Rajab 
2.  Ṣafar    8.  Shaʿbān 
3.  Rabīʿ al-Awwal  9.  Ramaḍān 
4.  Rabīʿ al-Thānī   10.  Shawwāl 
5.  Jumādā al-Ūlā  11. Dhūʾl-Qaʿadah   
6.  Jūmādā al-Ākhirah  12. Dhūʾl-Ḥijjah 
  
When we see a new moon, we should say:  
“Oh Allāh, bless us in this month and keep us safe. Oh Allāh, bless 

Muḥammad and the family of Muḥammad.” 

Islam follows a lunar calendar 

 Activity 
 

For each month in the Is-
lamic calendar, state one 
important event that took 

place in Islamic history. You 
can do this in groups. 



Did you know? 

In the Islamic calendar, the 
night (eve) comes before 
the day. For example, the 
“eve of Friday” is Thursday 
night. Similarly, the “eve of 
Eid” is the night before Eid. 

     Summary questions 

1. What is a hilāl? 
2. When did the Islamic calendar start? 
3. What is the first month of the Islamic calendar? 
4. How do we know if a new month has started? 
5. How many days are there in an Islamic month? 

Key points 

1) The Islamic calen-
dar is a lunar  calendar, 
meaning that it follows the 
sighting of the new cres-
cent (hilāl) every month. 
  

2) The Islamic calendar 
started with the Hijrah of 
Rasūl Allah [S] from Mak-
kah to Madinah. 
  

3) An Islamic month either 
has 29 or 30 days. 
  

4) The Islamic calendar be-
gins with Muḥarram and 
ends with Dhūʾl-Ḥijjah. 

How do we know that the moon has been sighted? 
  

 We must see the moon with our own eyes, or 
 At least 2 ʿādil (trustworthy people who don’t sin openly) 

must have sighted the moon. 
  
If a person is sure that he/she saw the crescent but there was no 
other witness, then he or she must assume it is the first of the 
month, even if others do not because of not having sufficient 
witnesses. 
  
When the moon is sighted in a different town, city or country, 
we may be able to follow that sighting depending on what our 
marjaʿ advises. Usually the people who are most learned in     
religious matters will advise you whether you can follow the 
people who saw the new moon in another city/country or not. 
  
It is wājib for a person who cannot find the answer from a 
scholar to try and look up towards the skies (if it is clear) at night 
time, on the first possible night of Ramaḍān and try and see if he 
or she can see the moon. 
  
If the first of the month of Ramaḍān is not confirmed, but there 
is a possibility that the moon was sighted elsewhere and that it is 
the first day of Ramaḍān, then it is recommended to fast, but 
without the intention of a wājib fast for the month of Ramaḍān. 
The niyyah should simply be “qurbatan ilallāh”. This way, if it is 
found even several days later that it was in fact the first day of 
Ramaḍān, it will automatically be counted as your first wājib fast 
for the month of Ramaḍān. 

An introduction to moon sighting 




