TĀRĪKH

Class 6

QĪṢAṢ AL-ANBIYĀʾ
Learning objectives
1. Nabī Ibrāhīm and his
son built the Kaʿbah
2. What did Nabī Ibrāhīm
pray for when he
finished building the
Kaʿbah?
3. What are Hajar alAswad and Maqām
Ibrāhīm?

Nabī Ibrāhīm [A] builds the Kaʿbah
Nabī Ibrāhīm [A] had a son named Ismāʿīl. When this son was
born, Allāh [SWT] commanded Nabī Ibrāhīm [A] to leave him and
his mother Sayyidah Hajar in the desert. Nabī Ismāʿīl [A] grew up
in this desert. When he was a young man, Allāh [SWT] commanded his father to build the Kaʿbah.
Nabī Ibrāhīm [A] and his son Ismāʿīl [A] started building the
Kaʿbah. They searched for stones from the hills around Makkah.
Nabī Ismāʿīl carried the heavy rocks and Nabī Ibrāhīm put them
in place to build the walls of the Kaʿbah.

Duʿāʾ
When Nabī Ibrāhīm [A]
made the Kaʿbah with the
help of his son Nabī Ismāʿīl
[A], he prayed to Allāh
[SWT]:

َربَّنَا تَ َقبَّ ْل ِمنَّا
ِ
ِ َّ ت
يم
َ َّإِن
َ ْك أَن
ُ السم
ُ يع ال َْعل

“Our Lord, accept it from
us! Indeed You are the Allhearing, the All-knowing”
[2:127]

Activity
Draw a picture
of the Kaʿbah showing the
door and Hajar al-Aswad.

When the Kaʿbah was
complete, Allāh [SWT] told
Nabī Ibrāhīm [A] to put a special
stone from Jannah in the corner of
the Kaʿbah near its door. This
stone is called Hajar al-Aswad
(The Black Stone).
Nabī Ibrāhīm [A] used to stand on a rock when he
was building the Kaʿbah and Allāh [SWT] made the
rock a little soft so the footprints of Nabī Ibrāhīm
[A] were left on it. When you go to Makkah you
can see the stone with Nabī Ibrāhīm [A]’s footprints. It is called the Maqām Ibrāhīm (the standing place of Ibrāhīm).

Nabī Ibrāhīm [A]’s prayers

Did you know?

When Nabī Ibrāhīm [A] finished building the Kaʿbah, he made a
series of prayers to Allāh [SWT]. He prayed for Makkah to
become a safe place and to make it a source of blessing for those
who believe in Allāh [SWT] and in the Day of Judgement.

Nabī Ibrāhīm [A] had 2
sons: Nabī Ismāʿīl [A] and
Nabī Isḥāq [A].

He also prayed to Allāh [SWT] to accept their efforts in building
the Kaʿbah as per His instructions. He asked Allāh [SWT] to bless
his descendants such that they also become true believers and
worship Him alone. Allāh [SWT] answered all the prayers of Nabī
Ibrāhīm [A]. That is why the best of people who worshipped
Allāh [SWT] - the Holy Prophet [S] and his Ahl al-Bayt [A] - were
all descendants of Nabī Ibrāhīm [A].
Nabī Ibrāhīm [A] made a special prayer to Allāh [SWT] to send a
prophet to Makkah who would teach the people about Allāh
[SWT] and make them good human beings. Allāh [SWT] sent the
Holy Prophet [S} many years later to answer the prayer of Nabī
Ibrāhīm [A].

The Holy Prophet [S] is a
descendent of Nabī Ismāʿīl
[A].

Key points
1) Allāh [SWT] told Nabī
Ibrāhīm [A] to build the
Kaʿbah with the help
of his son, Ismāʿīl [A].
2) When the Kaʿbah
was complete, Allāh
[SWT] told Nabī Ibrāhīm [A] to place the Hajar
al-Aswad (a special black
stone from Jannah) in one
corner of the Kaʿbah.
3) The stone on which Nabī
Ibrāhīm [A] stood whilst
making the Kaʿbah is called
Maqām
Ibrāhīm
(the
standing place of Ibrāhīm)

Summary questions
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Why did Nabī Ibrāhīm [A] and his son Nabī Ismāʿīl [A] go to
the desert in Makkah?
What is Zamzam?
What is the Hajar al-Aswad?
What is Maqām Ibrāhīm?
What did Nabī Ibrāhīm pray for when he finished building
the Kaʿbah?

4) Nabī Ibrāhīm [A] made a
series of prayers to Allāh
[SWT] and all of them were
answered. One of these
was for Allāh [SWT] to send
a prophet to guide the
people of Makkah. Allāh
[SWT] sent the Holy
Prophet [S].

QĪṢAṢ AL-ANBIYĀʾ
Learning objectives
1. Who was Nabī Dāwūd
[A]?
2. Who are the Banū
Isrāʾīl?
3. Who was Jālūt?
4. What does the Qurʾān
say about Nabī Dāwūd
[A]?

Nabī Dāwūd [A]
Nabī Mūsā [A] freed the Banū Isrāʾīl from slavery and brought
them out of Egypt to the land of Palestine. However, they were
constantly engaged in war against the Philistines who finally
managed to banish them from their homes. After spending many
difficult years in exile, they came to their leader Nabī Ṣamūʾīl [A]
(Samuel in English) and asked him to appoint a king for them so
that they could regain their land.
On the command of Allāh [SWT], Nabī Ṣamūʾīl [A] appointed
Ṭālūt as their king. The Banū Isrāʾīl protested and said that Ṭālūt
was a poor and unknown man. However, Nabī Samuel informed
them that Allāh [SWT] had chosen Ṭālūt because of his knowledge, wisdom and strength.

Do you
remember?
Allāh [SWT] revealed the
Zabūr to Nabī Dāwūd [A].
He also revealed:
 The Tawrāt to Nabī
Mūsā [A]
 The Injīl to Nabī ʿĪsā [A]
 Te Qurʾān to Rasūl Allāh
[S]

Activity
In small groups,
arrange the names of the
following anbiyāʾ in order:
Sulaymān
Mūsā
Dāwud
Ṣamūʾīl

Ṭālūt led the Banū Isrāʾīl to Palestine to fight the enemy. The
Philistines were led by a fearsome commander, a giant named
Jālūt (Goliath). The sight of Jālūt filled the Banū Isrāʾīl with terror
and no one dared to fight him.
Nabī Dāwūd [A] was present in the army of Ṭālūt. He was only a
young man at the time, and had not come to fight. His job was to
attend to his 3 older brothers and to bring news of the war back
to their father.
When he saw Jālūt, he approached Ṭālūt and said, “Let me fight
this devil because I have killed a tiger and a bear who attacked
my father's sheep.” The brave words of Nabī Dāwūd [A] impressed Ṭālūt, who allowed him to fight.
Nabī Dāwūd [A] approached Jālūt. He stood before the enemy,
armed only with a catapult and the staff with which he used to
guide his sheep.
Before Jālūt could react, he shot a stone from his catapult and
struck the giant Jālūt's forehead and brought him to the ground.
Nabī Dāwūd [A] then drew Jālūt's heavy sword and killed him.
This scared the Philistines, who fled the battlefield in panic.
Ṭālūt was impressed with Nabī Dāwūd [A]’s victory and married
his daughter to him.

Nabi Dawud had the gift of softening iron with his
Allāh [SWT] says in the Qurʾān:

وت
َ ُود َجال
ُ وه ْم بِِإ ْذ ِن اللَّ ِه َوقَ تَ َل َد ُاو
ُ فَ َه َزُم
ِ ْك وال
َ َْح ْك َمةَ َو َعلَّ َمهُ ِم َّما ي
َ َ َوآتَاهُ اللَّهُ ال ُْمل
ُشاء

Through Allāh's Will, they defeated their enemy.
Dāwūd killed Jālūt and Allāh gave him the kingdom and wisdom
and taught him whatever He wished [2:251]
Nabī Dāwūd [A] was made commander-in-chief of Ṭālūt’s army
and after Ṭālūt passed away, Nabī Dāwūd [A] became the king.

Did you know?
The story of Nabī Dāwūd
and Jālūt is commonly
referred to as the story of
David and Goliath (in
English)
Zabur was revealed to Nabī
Dāwūd. It is called ‘The
Psalms of David’.

Allāh [SWT] gave him wisdom and the Divine Book Zabūr, which
he used to recite in a beautiful voice to attract the people to the
words of Allāh [SWT].
Allāh [SWT] gave Nabī Dāwūd [A] many blessings. When he
praised Allāh [SWT], the mountains and birds would also join
him and praise Allāh [SWT] with him. Nabī Dāwūd [A] could also
melt iron in his hands like wax and he used this gift to design
lightweight battle armour. Even though he was the king, Nabī
Dāwūd [A] made different things out of iron and sold it to people
to earn his living.
Allāh [SWT] says in the Qurʾān:

ًضَل
ْ َود ِمنَّا ف
َ َولََق ْد آتَ ْي نَا َد ُاو
ِي
ْح ِدي َد
ُ َاجب
َ ال أ َِّوبِي َم َعهُ َوالطَّْي َر َوأَلَنَّا لَهُ ال
َ

Indeed We gave Dāwūd blessings from us, saying,
“O Mountains! Sing (Allāh’s praise) along with him,
and O Birds!, you too.” And We made iron soft for him. [34:10]
Nabī Dāwūd [A] ruled wisely for many years and was succeeded
by his youngest son, Nabī Sulaymān.

Summary questions
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Who saved the Banū Isrā’īl from Firʿawn?
Why did Allāh [SWT] select Ṭālut to lead Banū Isrāʾīl to victory?
Who was Jālūt? Why was everyone scared of him?
Who killed Jālūt?
Who succeeded Nabī Dāwūd?

Key points
1) Allāh sent Nabī
Dāwūd many years after
Nabī Mūsā [A].
2) Nabī Mūsā [A] had led
Banū Isrā’īl to Palestine but
they constantly fought with
the Philistines and were
thrown out of Palestine
3) Nabī Dāwūd led the
Banū Isrā’īl back to victory
by killing Jālūt (Goliath), the
leader of the Philistines
4) The Zabūr was revealed
to Nabī Dāwūd.

QĪṢAṢ AL-ANBIYĀʾ
Learning objectives
1. Who was Nabī Sulaymān?
2. The encounter with the
ant
3. Inviting the queen of
Sabāʾ to Allāh [SWT].

Nabī Sulaymān [A]
Nabī Sulaymān [A] was the son of Nabī Dāwūd [A] and inherited
him as the king and prophet of Allāh [SWT]. Allāh [SWT] granted
Nabī Sulaymān [A] the greatest kingdom in the world. Nabī Sulaymān [A] could control the wind and even fly in the air while
sitting on his throne. Nabī Sulaymān [A] was also given control
over both men and Jinn and they served him faithfully and did
whatever he ordered them to do. Nabī Sulaymān [A] could speak
to all the animals and birds in their own language.
One day, Nabī Sulaymān [A] was travelling with his army of Jinn
and men, when they came to a valley that was full of ants. One
of the wise ants saw the army coming towards them and told all
the other ants to go into their homes, so that they would not
accidentally be crushed by the army of Nabī Sulaymān [A] . Nabī
Sulaymān [A] could hear the words of the ant so he asked the
ant:
“I am a prophet of Allāh. Do you think I would crush anyone?”
And the wise ant said:
“No, I knew you would not crush them but I did not want
them to see your great army and forget the
greatness of Allāh [SWT] and His blessings!”
This was a great lesson for all of us that even when we see
something great and powerful, we should always remember that
Allāh [SWT] is ever greater and more powerful.
One day, when Nabī Sulaymān [A] was inspecting his army, he
noticed one of his birds called Hudhud (a Hoopoe) was missing.
He asked:
“Where is Hudhud?
He better have a good excuse for being absent!”
Soon after that, Hudhud appeared. He told Nabī Sulaymān that
he had stopped in a faraway land called Sabāʾ, ruled by Queen
Bilqīs, where he saw some people worshipping the Sun.

Activity
Look at the translation
of the Qur’an. Can you find
the letter of Nabī Sulaymān
in Surah an-Naml?

Nabī Sulaymān sent Hudhud back to Bilqīs with a letter and in it
he told her to stop worshipping the Sun and to believe in Allāh
[SWT] and accept Nabī Sulaymān as the prophet of Allāh [SWT].
Queen Bilqīs tried to send some gifts to Nabī Sulaymān [A] but
Nabī Sulaymān [A] sent them back and told her that Allāh [SWT]

Queen Bilqīs visits Nabī Sulaymān [A]

Did you know?

had given him an even greater kingdom and much more than
what she had. Queen Bilqīs decided to go and visit Nabī Sulaymān [A] with her people. Nabī Sulaymān [A] wanted to show
Bilqīs how much power Allāh [SWT] had given him so he asked:
“Who can bring me the throne of Queen Bilqīs even before she
gets here?”
One Jinn said:
“I can bring it even before you stand from your throne!”
There was a wise man in the court of Nabī Sulaymān who said:
“I can bring it with the knowledge and power that Allāh [SWT]
has given me, even before you blink!”

When Nabī Sulaymān
wrote a letter to the
Queen of Sabāʾ, he started
with Bismillah. This letter
has been mentioned in
Surah an-Naml in the
Qur’an, which is why this
surah has two bismillah.

As Nabī Sulaymān [A] blinked, he found the throne of Bilqīs in
front of him.
When Queen Bilqīs arrived, she was very surprised to see her
throne had reached the palace of Nabī Sulaymān [A] even before
her. As she entered the palace, she was amazed at how beautiful
it was. She thought the floor was covered in water, so she lifted
her dress a little to step over it but it was actually a crystal floor
and there was no water. Nabī Sulaymān [A] wanted her to realize that not everything we see is what it appears to be. The Sun
cannot be god just because it looks so bright and big.
Queen Bilqīs realized her mistake and changed her faith. She
now believed in Allāh and in Nabī Sulaymān.

ِ ب ا ْغ ِفر لِي وه
ِ
َحد ِم ْن بَ ْع ِدي
َ َق
َ ب لي ُم ْل ًكا َلَ يَ ْنبَغيِ ْل
ْ َ َ ْ ِّ ال َر

Key points
1) Nabī Sulaymān [A]
was the son of Nabī Dāwūd
[A]. He ruled over the
greatest kingdom.

َّاب
َ َّإِن
َ ْك أَن
ُ ت ال َْوه

2) He could speak to the
jinn, animals and birds

He (Sulaymān) said, ‘my Lord! Forgive me and give me a kingdom
like no one will deserve after me; indeed You are the Giver of
countless bounties’ [38:35]

3) He sent a letter to the
Queen of Sabāʾ telling her
to stop worshipping the
sun and believe in Allāh
[SWT].

Summary questions
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Who was the father of Nabī Sulaymān [A]?
What special powers did Allāh give to Nabī Sulaymān [A]?
Who was Hudhud? Why was he absent one day?
What did the people of Sabāʾ worship?
Who brought the throne of Queen Bilqīs to Nabī Sulaymān’s [A] palace?

4) When Queen Bilqīs saw
the great kingdom of Nabī
Sulaymān [A], she accepted
him as Allāh [SWT]’s messenger.

PLACES OF INTEREST
Learning objectives
1. What is the Kaʿbah?
2. Who built it?
3. What do we mean by
“House of Allāh”?
4. What is Bayt alMaʿmūr?

The Kaʿbah
The Kaʿbah was built by Nabī Ibrāhīm [A] and Nabī Ismāʿīl [A]. It
is the house of Allāh [SWT].
What does “House of Allāh” mean? Does Allāh [SWT]
need a house?
When Nabī Ibrāhīm completed building the Kaʿbah, Allāh [SWT]
told him to call people from everywhere to come and visit it for
pilgrimage (Ḥajj) and to worship Allāh [SWT] there. Since then,
thousands of people go to Makkah to visit the Kaʿbah and perform Ḥajj every year. Allāh [SWT] has made it wājib on all Muslims to go for Ḥajj once in their life. When we go for Ḥajj we walk
around the Kaʿbah 7 times.
The Kaʿbah is our Qiblah. Everyday when we pray ṣalāh, we turn
towards Makkah to face the Kaʿbah that Nabī Ibrāhīm built

Activity
List 3 times when it is
necessary to face the Qibla.
You can find clues in these letters
WQXGSALATNKFRD
IPLDFSLAUGHTERV
NPBURIALFGCUTDP

.

For what other actions do we face the Qibla?

When is it haram to face the Qibla?

Did you know?

Bayt al-Ma’mur
Bayt al-Ma’mur is a house in the 7th heaven which is similar to
the Ka’bah on earth. It is said that Bayt al-Ma’mur is directly
above the Ka’bah, in the heaven, and it is frequently visited by
the angels.
Rasulullāh (s) visited this holy place when he went on Me’raj.
Imām al-Baqir (a) says that when Rasulullāh reached Bayt alMa’mur, it was time for salah. He led the angels in prayer at this
holy place.
Bayt al-Ma’mur has been mentioned in the Holy Qur’an in Surah
at-Tur (surah 52, verse 4):

Allāh has many names and
attributes which help us
understand Him.
Sifat al-Salbiyya are 8
negative attributes of Allāh,
meaning that He does not
have these attributes.
One of these attributes is
‘Makan’, which means that
Allāh does not need a
house to live in because He
does not have a body

ِ الرِح
يم
َّ الر ْح َٰم ِن
َّ بِ ْس ِم اللَّ ِه
َوالطُّوِر
َوكِتَاب َم ْسطُور
شور
ُ فِي َر ٍّق َم ْن
ِ والْب ْي
ت ال َْم ْع ُموِر
َ َ

Key points
1) The Ka’bah is in Makkah. It is the house of Allāh
2) It is our Qibla

Summary questions
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

What is our Qibla?
When is it haram to face the Qibla?
Allāh does not have a body and does not need a house.
Why is the Ka’bah called the House of Allāh?
Where is the Ka’bah located? Who built it?
What is Bayt al-Ma’mur?
What did Rasulullāh (s) do when he visited Bayt al-Ma’mur
during Me’raj?

3) Imām Ali (a) was born in
the Ka’bah
4) Bayt al-Ma’mur is a
house similar to the Ka’bah
in the 7th heaven.
5) Rasulullāh (s) visited
this house when he went
on Me’raj

RASŪL ĀLLĀH [S]
Learning objectives
1. To understand why Rasūl Allāh [S] married
Sayyidah Khadījah?
2. Sayyidah Khadījah was
Rasūl Allāh [S]’s first
wife.
3. Abū Ṭālib arranged and
performed the marriage
ceremony of Rasūl Allāh
[S] to Sayyidah Khadījah.

Sayyidah Khadījah
Sayyidah Khadījah was a business woman. She used to send
trade caravans to Syria. She used to stay in Makkah, and send a
representative to head the caravan and trade on her behalf.
Despite being one of the richest people in Makkah, Sayyidah
Khadījah was very humble and pure. Many people called her “alṬāhirah” (The Pure One). She was also called “Umm alAytām” (The Mother of Orphans) because of her love for the orphans.
Abū Ṭālib suggested to Sayyidah Khadījah to send Rasūl Allāh [S]
to Syria as her representative. At that time, Rasūl Allāh [S] had
still not started preaching Islam. He was so honest and blessed
that soon Sayyidah Khadījah found her business was doing much
better under his leadership.

Many people wanted to marry Sayyidah Khadījah because of her
wealth and status but she always refused. She was famously
known as the "Princess of the Arabs" (Malikat al-ʿArab). After
some time, Abū Ṭālib sent his sister Safiyyah to ask Sayyidah
Khadījah if she would marry his nephew Muḥammad [S]. Sayyidah Khadījah immediately agreed to this because she knew
there was no one better than him.

Activity
Can you find the
titles of Sayyidah
Khadījah on this
page? What do they
mean?

Abū Ṭālib himself recited the marriage ʿaqd between Rasūl Allāh
[S] and Sayyidah Khadījah and he arranged for a feast (walīmah)
and invited people to come and celebrate the wedding. Everyone in Makkah was happy when they saw the most perfect man
and woman in Makkah getting married to each other.

Rasūl Allāh [S]’s marriage to Sayyidah Khadījah
Sayyidah Khadījah was the first woman to accept the message of
Islam and to accept Rasūl Allāh [S] as the Messenger of Allāh. As
Islam began to spread and the enemies of Islam tried to harm
Rasūl Allāh [S], Islam needed someone to defend it and also to
support it financially. While Imām ʿAlī [A] always stayed with Rasūl Allāh [S] to defend him, Sayyidah Khadījah began to spend
her wealth for Islam.
Allāh blessed Sayyidah Khadījah [A] by letting her wealth be the
means of saving and supporting Islam. By the time she passed
away, she had lost all her wealth, even though she was once the
richest person in Makkah.

Did you know?
Sayyidah Khadījah and Abū
Ṭālib were Rasūl Allāh ’s
greatest supporters. They
both died in the same year.
Rasūl Allāh [S] was very sad
to lose them. He called this
year “ʿĀm al-Ḥuzn" meaning "The year of sorrow".

Sayyidah Khadījah was also the best wife Rasūl Allāh [S] ever
had. Rasūl Allāh [S] was never unhappy with her and always remembered her and missed her even many years after she had
passed away.
She is buried in Jannat al-Muʿallā cemetery in Makkah.

Key points
1) Sayyidah Khadījah was
the wealthiest woman in
Arabia. She was known as
“Malikat al-ʿArab”.
2) She was the first wife of
Rasūl Allāh [S]

Summary questions
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

What was Sayyidah Khadījah famously known as?
What were her titles? What do they mean?
Why did Rasūl Allāh [S] want to marry Sayyidah Khadījah?
Who performed their marriage ceremony?
Where is she buried?

3) She was the first woman
to accept Islam and always
supported Rasūl Allāh [S].
She spent all her wealth for
Islam.
4) She is the mother of
Sayyidah Fāṭimah [A].

RASŪL ĀLLĀH [S]
Learning objectives
1. What is Daʿwat DhūʾlAshīrah?
2. Who was invited to this
Daʿwah?
3. What message did Rasūl
Allāh [S] give to his family at this Daʿwah?

Daʿwat Dhūʾl-Ashīrah
Three years after his mission had started, Rasūl Allāh [S] received the following revelation from Allāh:

ِ وأ
ين
َ ََنذ ْر َع ِش َيرت
َ ِك اْلَق َْرب
َ

And warn your nearest relatives… [26:214]
With this order, Rasūl Allāh [S] called Imām ʿAlī [A] and instructed him to arrange a meal and invite all the sons of ʿAbd alMuṭṭalib so that he could deliver Allāh’s message to them. Some
forty men from the children of ʿAbd al-Muṭṭalib gathered near
the mountain of Ṣafā. Amongst them were Rasūl Allāh’s uncles
Abū Ṭālib, ʿAbbās, Hamzah and Abū Lahab.
Rasūl Allāh [S] asked Imām ʿAlī [A] to serve the food to the
guests. The food was very little and not enough for all the guests
but Rasūl Allāh [S] blessed it with Allāh [SWT]’s name and asked
the people to eat. Every one of the forty guests had his fill and
yet the food remained the same.
After the feast was over, Rasūl Allāh [S] wished to speak to
them, but Abū Lahab said to the people that Rasūl Allāh [S] had
displayed great magic and made a lot of noise so the people all
left.
The next day, Rasūl Allāh [S] asked Imām ʿAlī [A] to make the
same preparations as before, but again the same thing happened. On the third day, Rasūl Allāh [S] again invited the same
group for a meal. This time, his uncle Abū Ṭālib (Imām ʿAlī’s father) stood and told his brother Abū Lahab to keep quiet and sit
down. Then he turned to Rasūl Allāh [S] and told him to speak
whatever he wanted freely. Rasūl Allāh [S] stood up and said to
the gathering:

Activity
Imām ʿAlī [A] always
supported Rasūl Allāh
[S]. Can you think of 5
situations in history
when his support for
Rasūl Allāh [S] was outstanding?

“O sons of ʿAbd al-Muṭṭalib! I swear by Allāh, besides Whom
there is no god, that I have been sent by Him as His messenger. O
my relatives! You will all die one day until a Day when you will be
brought back to life to be judged according to your deeds. The
good will live in Paradise while those who are evil will be put in
Hellfire. No one has ever brought a better message to his people
than that which I have brought for you. My Lord has ordered me
to invite you towards Him. Which one of you will support me so
that he may become my brother and successor after me?”

Imām ʿAlī [A] supports Rasūl Allāh [S]

Did you know?

Everyone was surprised to hear this and remained silent. Imām
ʿAlī [A], who was barely 15 years old, stood up and said, ‘I will
support you, O Messenger of Allāh!’ Rasūl Allāh [S] asked him to
sit down, and repeated the question three times.

Rasūl Allāh
[S] had 9
uncles (his father’s brothers).
Some of them fully supported him, such as Abū
Ṭālib (Imām ʿAlī’s father)
and Hamzah.
Others opposed him, such
as Abū Lahab.

Key points
Each time, however, none but Imām ʿAlī [A] stood up to support
him. After the third time Rasūl Allāh [S] hugged Imām ʿAlī [A] and
holding his hand up high, he said:
“People! This young man is my brother and successor
amongst you. Listen to his words and follow him.”
This invitation of Islam to the near relatives of Rasūl Allāh [S] is
known as Daʿwat Dhūʾl-Ashīrah in Islamic history.
Abū Lahab tried to make fun of the whole event. He turned to
his brother Abū Ṭālib and teased him saying, “Muḥammad has
asked you to follow your own son and to take orders from him!”

Summary questions
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

When did Allāh tell Rasūl Allāh [S] to invite his relatives to
Islam?
What miracle happened during this invitation?
What did Rasūl Allāh [S] say to his relatives?
When Rasūl Allāh [S] asked for support, who was the only
person who stood up to support him?
What did Rasūl Allāh [S] say about Imām ʿAlī [A] in Daʿwat
Dhūʾl-Ashīrah?

1) In the third year of
Biʿthah, Allāh [SWT] told
Rasūl Allāh [S] to invite his
relatives to Islam.
2) Rasūl Allāh asked Imām
ʿAlī to prepare a feast. They
did not have enough food
to serve the guests but Rasūl Allāh [S] blessed it with
Allāh [SWT]’s name and
everyone ate to their fill.
3) After the feast, Rasūl Allāh [SWT] told the guests
about Islam and asked
them to support him.
4) Only Imām ʿAlī [A]
agreed to support Rasūl
Allāh [S].
5) This event is known as
the Daʿwat Dhūʾl-Ashīrah.

RASŪL ĀLLĀH [S]
Learning objectives
1. Why did the new
Muslim converts
migrate to Abyssinia?
2. What did the Quraysh
do when they found
out that some Muslims
had migrated to
Abyssinia?
3. Why did the King of
Abyssinia allow the
Muslims the live there?

Inviting the Makkans to Islam
After inviting his close relatives to Islam, Rasūl Allāh [S] began to
tell all the people of Makkah about his mission. He called all the
tribes to the mountain of Ṣafā, and then said to them:
“If I tell you that an enemy is hiding behind this mountain ready
to attack you all, would you believe me?”
All of them replied:
“Yes, because you are al-Ṣādiq (The Truthful One) and we have
never heard you tell a lie.”
Then Rasūl Allāh [S] said:
“Save yourselves from the punishment of Hellfire. Believe that
there is no god but Allāh, and you will be successful.”

Activity
Can you label Abyssinia in
the map below?
Mediterranian
Sea

Syria
 Al Quds

Egypt

 Madinah
 Makkah

Ethiopia

When they heard this message, there was confusion amongst
the people. Abū Lahab, the uncle and enemy of Rasūl Allāh [S]
tried to stop people from paying attention to Rasūl Allāh [S]. He
said, “You have wasted our time with all this nonsense.”
The leaders of Makkah did not like Rasūl Allāh [S]’s message at
all. They tried to stop him from preaching Islam by offering him
wealth and power. However, Rasūl Allāh [S] told them that even
if they gave him the sun in one hand and the moon in the other,
he would not stop preaching.
The Makkans could not stop Rasūl Allāh [S], so they turned their
attention to the new Muslims, especially those who were poor
or weak and could not defend themselves. Many of the early
Muslims did not come from powerful tribes who could protect
them, so they faced persecution from the Quraysh.

Hijrah to Abyssinia

Did you know?

When life in Makkah became very difficult for the Muslims, Rasūl
Allāh [S] advised them to migrate to Abyssinia (Ethiopia), which
was ruled by a kind and just Christian king named Najjāshī.

Jaʿfar bin Abī Ṭālib
was martyred in a battle
and his arms were cut off.
Rasūl Allāh [S] cried for
Jaʿfar and said that Allāh
[SWT] had given Jaʿfar 2
wings in paradise where he
was able to fly to wherever
he pleased. This is why he
is famously known as Jaʿfar
al-Ṭayyār.

This was the first migration (hijrah) in Islam and included 10
Muslims only. A second, larger group of Muslims migrated soon
afterwards under the leadership of Jaʿfar bin Abū Ṭālib, Imām ʿAlī
[A]’s brother. The Muslims were welcomed with kindness in
Abyssinia and found life very pleasant and comfortable.
When the chiefs of Makkah found out that a group of the Muslims had migrated, they became worried that the Muslims might
turn King Najjāshī against them. They sent two men with gifts for
the King and his ministers to convince him to send the Muslims
back. The two men met King Najjāshī and after presenting him
with gifts, they said:
"A group of our young men have gone against the beliefs of our
forefathers and have invented a new religion. These people
have now fled to your country. I request you to hand them over
to us so that we can take them back to Arabia."
As soon as this speech was over, the ministers loudly declared
their support for this request. However, King Najjāshī was a wise
man and took no notice of them. He asked whether the Muslims
had killed anyone, stolen anybody's property or committed any
crimes in Makkah. The Quraysh had no reply.

Key points
1) After Daʿwat DhūʾlAshīrah, Rasūl Allāh [S]
called the Makkans to
mount Ṣafā and invited
them to Islam.
2) Most of the Quraysh
were against Rasūl Allāh
[S] and Islam because they
were afraid of losing their
power.
3) They tried stopping Rasūl Allāh [S] from preaching
Islam by offering him
wealth and power. They
also tried threatening and
harassing him.
4) When nothing worked,
they turned their anger towards the new Muslims.
5) Life in Makkah became
unbearable for the Muslims, so Rasūl Allāh [S] advised them to migrate to
Abyssinia (Ethiopia).

RASŪL ĀLLĀH [S]
In the court of King Najjāshī
The King said:
“They are living under my protection. I cannot hand them over to you without a proper investigation.”
He sent a message to the Muslims that their leader should come to the court. Jaʿfar bin Abū Ṭālib
came with a group of Muslims to present their case to the king. The King turned to Jaʿfar and
asked:
“Why have you given up the beliefs of your forefathers and started a new religion?”
Jaʿfar replied:
“We used to be ignorant people who worshipped idols. We fought amongst ourselves over
petty things. We buried our daughters alive and ill-treated our women. We had no respect for
other people’s property. The strong amongst us oppressed the weak. We lied and cheated all
the time. Until Allāh [SWT] sent amongst us a messenger to guide us to the truth and invite us
to worship one God. He taught us to be truthful, honest and just. He taught us to respect other
people's property, to behave well with our relatives, to respect our neighbours and women and
to avoid lying. He ordered us to offer prayers, fast and to pay religious tax on our wealth. We
have believed in him and worship Allāh [SWT]. However, the Quraysh have behaved cruelly
towards us. We resisted them for some time, but now we have come to live here to save ourselves.”

The 2 men from Quraysh then tried to the turn the King against
Islam and said:
“These people don’t believe Jesus is the son of God. They say
he is only a slave of God!”
The King questioned Jaʿfar about Jesus and his mother Mary.
Jaʿfar recited some āyāt from surat Maryam and the King was
impressed.
King Najjāshī then told the two men from Quraysh to take their
gifts back and to return to Makkah. He told them that he would
never surrender the Muslims to them and he told Jaʿfar and the
Muslims that they were free to live in Abyssinia for as long as
they wished.

ِ
ِ
ِ
ۖآد َم
َ يس ٰى ع ْن َد اللَّ ِه َك َمثَ ِل
َ إ َّن َمثَ َل ع
ال لَهُ ُك ْن فَ يَ ُكو ُن
َ ََخلَ َقهُ ِم ْن تُ َراب ثُ َّم ق

Indeed the case of Jesus with Allāh is like the case of Ādam:
He created him from dust, then said to him, “Be”, and he was.
[3:59]

Summary questions
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

What did Rasūl Allāh [S] say to the Quraysh on the mount
of Ṣafā?
How did the Quraysh try to stop Rasūl Allāh [S] from
preaching Islam?
When the Quraysh realised they could not stop Rasūl Allāh
[S], what did they do?
How many Muslims went to Abyssinia in the first migration?
Who was the leader of the Muslims in the second migration?
Why did the Quraysh send 2 representatives to the king of
Abyssinia?
What was the king’s decision after hearing both the
Quraysh and the Muslims?

Did you know?
Bilāl al-Ḥabashī, the
muʾadhdhin of Rasūl Allāh
[S], was also from Ethiopia.
Although he could not pronounce the words of the
Adhān correctly, Rasūl Allāh [S] said that Allāh
[SWT] loved his Adhān because he was sincere and a
true believer.

Key points
1) There were two migrations to Abyssinia
(Ethiopia).
2) The first one consisted
of 10 Muslims. The second
one was a much larger
group led by Jaʿfar (Imām
ʿAlī’s brother).
3) When the Quraysh
found out about the migration, they went to the king
and asked him to send the
Muslims back.
4) After hearing both sides,
the king supported the
Muslims and told them
that they were welcome to
stay for as long as they
wished.

THE MAʿṢUMĪN [A]
Learning objectives
1. Who is Sayyidah
Fāṭimah [A]?
2. How did she live her
life?
3. Why did she tell Imām
ʿAlī [A] to bury her at
night?
4. What lessons can we
learn from her?

Sayyidah Fāṭimah Al-Zahraʾ [A]
5 years after the Biʿthah (when Rasūl Allāh [S] started preaching
Islam), a beautiful girl was born in Makkah to Rasūl Allāh [S] and
Sayyidah Khadijah and her father named her Fāṭimah.
From a young age, Sayyidah Fāṭimah [A] knew that her father
was a special man and the Messenger of Allāh [S] and so she
tried to help him and look after him as much as she could. Rasūl
Allāh’s enemies used to throw stones at him when he preached
Islam. Sayyidah Fāṭimah would wipe his wounds when he returned home and Rasūl Allāh [S] called his special daughter
"Umm Abīhā" which means "The Mother of her Father".
Whenever Sayyidah Fāṭimah [A] would come into the room
where Rasūl Allāh [S] was sitting, he would stand up to welcome
her and he would kiss her hands and her forehead.
Sayyidah Fāṭimah [A] was just like her father in her manners and
habits and Umm Salamah, another wife of Rasūl Allāh [S] used to
say:
"The person who looked the most like Rasūl Allāh [S] was
Fāṭimah [A]"
Whenever Rasūl Allāh [S] was going on journey, the last person he would say "fī amān Allāh" to was his daughter
Fāṭimah [A], and whenever he came back from his journey,
the first person he would go and see was also his daughter
Fāṭimah [A].

Activity
Write down 3 lessons
we can learn from
the life of Sayyidah
Fāṭimah [A].

Sayyidah Fāṭimah [A] married Imām ʿAlī [A] and they had 4 beautiful children:
Imām al-Ḥasan [A]
Imām al-Ḥusayn [A]
Sayyidah Zaynab [A]
Sayyidah Umm Kulthūm [A]

The wafāt of Sayyidah Fāṭimah [A]
When Rasūl Allāh [S] died, Fāṭimah was very sad and cried a lot.
She would go to Uḥud where her father’s uncle Hamzah was buried and she would sit there alone and cry. Sometimes she would
go to a place outside Madina and sit in a house that Imām ʿAlī [A]
had built for her and there, with her 2 little sons Imām al-Ḥasan
[A] and Imām al-Ḥusayn [A], she would cry for her father Rasūl
Allāh [S].

Did you know?
Rasūl Allāh [S] said:
"Fāṭimah is a part of me.
Whoever makes her angry,
makes me angry and whoever makes me angry
makes Allāh angry."

Sayyidah Fāṭimah was also very sad and angry, because of the
way she and her family were treated by the Muslim leaders after
her father’s death. Her inheritance was taken away from her and
her house was attacked. During this attack, she was injured and
lost her unborn child, Muḥsin.
Sayyidah Fāṭimah [A] died only a few months after Rasūl Allāh
[S]. She died in Madina on the 3rd Jamādī al-Thānī, 11 AH.
Just before she died, she told Imām ʿAlī [A] to bury her secretly
in the night because she did not want her enemies to attend the
funeral. Imām ʿAlī [A] was very sad to lose his beloved wife. He
buried her secretly in the night. He then sat by her grave and
cried a lot.

Key points
1) Sayyidah Fāṭimah
[A] is the daughter of
Rasūl Allāh [S] and Sayyidah Khadijah.
2) She was Imām ʿAlī’s wife
and the mother of Imāms
al-Ḥasan [A] and al-Ḥusayn
[A].
3) Rasūl Allāh [S] named
her Umm Abīhah because
she took great care of him.

Summary questions
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Who are the parents of Sayyidah Fāṭimah [A]?
Who did she marry? What are the names of her children?
How did she care for Rasūl Allāh [S]?
What did Rasūl Allāh [S] say about her?
Why did she request Imām ʿAlī [A] to bury her secretly at
night?

4) After Rasūl Allāh [S]’s
wafāt, she was treated
badly by the Muslim rulers
and died just a few months
later.
5) She told Imām ʿAlī [A] to
bury her secretly in the
night so that her enemies
would not attend her
funeral.

THE MAʿṢUMĪN [A]
Learning objectives
1. Who is Imām ʿAlī [A]?
2. What was his relationship to Rasūl Allāh [S]?
3. Where was he born?
4. What did Rasūl Allāh [S]
say about Imām ʿAlī [A]?

Imām ʿAlī [A] was the son of
Abū Ṭālib and Sayyidah
Fāṭimah bint Asad.
He married Rasūl Allāh [S]’s
daughter Sayyidah Fāṭimah
al-Zahraʾ [A]. They were
blessed with 4 beautiful children:
Imām al-Ḥasan [A]
Imām al-Ḥusayn [A]
Sayyidah Zaynab [A]
Sayyidah Umm Kulthūm [A]

Imām ʿAlī [A]
Imām ʿAlī [A] was born on the 13th
of Rajab. His mother Sayyidah
Fāṭimah bint Asad was going
around the Kaʿbah in Tawāf when
she began feeling pain like a
mother does when her child is
about to be born. She prayed to
Allāh [SWT] to make it easy for her
and the walls of the Kaʿbah
opened. Sayyidah Fāṭimah bint
Asad went inside and the walls
closed.
The people of Makkah were
amazed to see this miracle and did not know what was happening inside. After 3 days, Sayyidah Fāṭimah bint Asad came out of
the Kaʿbah with her baby.
Rasūl Allāh [S] was the cousin of Imām ʿAlī [A]. When Imām ʿAlī
[A] was born, Rasūl Allāh [S] was already 30 years old so he began looking after Imām ʿAlī [A] like his own son. Rasūl Allāh [S]
would sit him on his laps and feed him. As he grew up, he followed Rasūl Allāh [S] everywhere like a shadow and learnt from
him everything he knew until his behaviour was exactly like that
of Rasūl Allāh [S].
Imām ʿAlī [A] was the person to accept Islam. He never worshipped idols, and always obeyed and supported Rasūl Allāh. In
all the battles of Islam, Imām ʿAlī [A] was always the bravest. He
always protected Rasūl Allāh [S] even when all the Muslims ran
away out of fear.
In the Battle of Uḥud, the angel Jibrāʿīl [A] began to shout in the
heavens:

Activity
What is the DhūʾlFiqār?
Take a piece of paper and
draw the Dhūʾl-Fiqār.

ف إََِّل ذُو ال ِْف َقار
َ ََل فَ تَى َّإَل َعلِي ََل َس ْي

“There is no hero like ʿAlī, and no sword like Dhūʾl-Fiqār!”
Dhūʾl-Fiqār was a special sword that Allāh [SWT] sent to Rasūl
Allāh [S] and Rasūl Allāh [S] gave to Imām ʿAlī [A].

Imām ʿAlī [A] is the successor of Rasūl Allāh [S]
After Rasūl Allāh [S], Imām ʿAlī [A] was the best ruler in Islam and
in all of history. And apart from Rasūl Allāh [S], Imām ʿAlī [A] was
not only the bravest man, but also the wisest man of his time.
When Rasūl Allāh was coming
back from his final Ḥajj, he
stopped all the Muslims at a place
called Ghadīr Khumm. He then
made a very important announcement. He told the Muslims that
Imām ʿAlī [A] would be his successor. Rasūl Allāh [S] raised the
hand of Imām ʿAlī [A] in front of
the whole crowd and said to
them:

ُ َم ْن ُك ْن
ُت َم ْوََلهُ فَ َه َذا َعلِي َم ْوََله

“Whoever says I am his master
then this ʿAlī is his master too.”
After Rasūl Allāh [S] passed away,
some of the Muslims refused to
accept Imām ʿAlī [A] as their
leader. They gathered in a place
called Saqīfah and they chose Abū
Bakr as their new leader.
Imām ʿAlī [A] tried to remind
them of the words of Rasūl Allāh
[S] but after many people began
fighting and the Muslims were
being divided into many groups,
Imām ʿAlī [A] decided to keep quiet and not to fight for his right.
Instead he continued to help Islam and protect it in other ways.
This continued for 25 years and after Abū Bakr, the next leader
was ʿUmar and then ʿUthmān. After ʿUthmān, the Muslims came
back to Imām ʿAlī [A] and begged him to become their leader.
Imām accepted to become the leader on the condition that he
would rule in the same way as Rasūl Allāh [S] when he was the
leader. He always looked out for the poor and the weak and they
loved him as their leader.

Did you know?
Imām ʿAlī b. Abī Ṭālib [A]
has a special name that
Rasūl Allāh [S] gave him.
He is called:
Amīr al-Muʾminīn
“The Commander of the
Believers”

Key points
1) Imām ʿAlī [A] was
born in the Kaʿbah on the
13th of Rajab and was
raised by Rasūl Allāh.
2) He never worshipped
idols and was the first person to accept Rasūl Allāh
[S] and Islam.
3) He always fought
bravely to defend Islam
and protect Rasūl Allāh [S].
4) Allāh [SWT] told Rasūl
Allāh [S] to appoint Imām
ʿAlī [A] as his successor at
Ghadīr Khumm.
5) After the wafāt of Rasūl
Allāh [S], some Muslims
decided not to follow
Imām ʿAlī [A] and appointed their own leader at
Saqīfah.

THE MAʿṢUMĪN [A]
Learning objectives
1. When was Imām ʿAlī [A]
martyred?
2. Who killed him?
3. Why was he martyred?
4. When did he die and
where is he buried?

Imām ʿAlī [A] is martyred in Masjid al-Kūfah
In the year 40 after the Hijrah, some people called the Khawārij
who hated Imām ʿAlī [A] decided to kill him. So they sent a very
bad man called ʿAbd al-Raḥmān ibn Muljim to do this evil deed.
It was the Holy month of
Ramaḍan, and Imām ʿAlī [A]
was fasting. He went out to
Masjid al-Kūfah to lead the
Fajr ṣalāh.
ʿAbd al-Raḥmān ibn Muljim
pretended to be asleep in the
masjid, but he actually was
hiding a poisonous sword under his clothes.
When Imām ʿAlī went into
sajdah, he came from behind
him and hit him with the poisoned sword on the head. Imām ʿAlī
[A] fell on the ground and said:

ِ ت َو َر
ب الْ َك ْعبَة
ُ فُ ْز

“I swear by the Lord of the Kaʿbah, I have succeeded!”
Imām ʿAlī [A] said this because he always wanted to live and die
in the way of Allāh [SWT]. He had lived all his life only for the
sake of Allāh [SWT] and now he was going to die for the sake of
Allāh [SWT].
Imām ʿAlī [A] was born in the Kaʿbah, which is called the "House
of Allāh" (Bayt Allāh) and he was hit with a poisoned sword in
the masjid, which is also a house of Allāh [SWT], since all
mosques are the "houses of Allāh".

Activity
On a piece of blank
paper, draw the family tree of Imām ʿAlī [A]
showing the names of his
father, mother, wife and
children.

All the people of Kufa were shocked. They heard a voice saying:
‘I swear by Allāh, the pillar of guidance has fallen! The best person has been killed by the worst person!’
Some people ran after ʿAbd al-Raḥman ibn Muljim and caught
him. After 2 days of suffering, on the 21st of the month of
Ramaḍān, Imām ʿAlī [A] passed away from this world. He is buried in Najaf in Iraq.

Imām ʿAlī’s [A] knowledge

Did you know?

Rasūl Allāh [S] taught everything to Imām ʿAlī [A] that Allāh
[SWT] had taught him and he said:

Imām ʿAlī [A] gave very
good sermons. He was very
intelligent and spoke eloquently. Some of his sermons and sayings have
been compiled into a book
called Nahj al-Balāghah.

أَنَا َم ِديْ نَةُ ال ِْع ْل ِم َو َعلِي بَابُ َها

“I am the city of knowledge and ʿAlī is its Gate!”
What Rasūl Allāh [S] meant is that if we want to get the true
knowledge of Islam, we should go through Imām ʿAlī [A] because
you always enter a place from its gate.

Imām ʿAlī [A] said:
“Rasūl Allāh [S] taught me
1000 doors of knowledge
and from each door I
opened another 1000
doors of knowledge!”
Imām ʿAlī [A] knew many things that people never even imagined. Whenever people had a problem and they did not know
what to do, they would come to him and ask his advice.

Summary questions
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.

Who are the parents of Imām ʿAlī [A]?
What are the names of his wife and children?
Where was he born?
What did Rasūl Allāh [S] say about Imām ʿAlī [A]’s knowledge?
Who killed Imām ʿAlī [A]?
Where is he buried?
What is Dhūʾl-Fiqār?
What is the Nahj al-Balāghah?

Key points
1) Imām ʿAlī [A] was
the most knowledgeable person after Rasūl Allāh [S]. He learnt everything he knew from Rasūl
Allāh [S].
2) He was killed by Ibn
Muljim in Masjid al-Kūfah
and is buried in Najaf in
Iraq.
3) Some of his sermons
have been compiled into a
book called Nahj alBalāghah.

THE MAʿṢUMĪN [A]
Learning objectives
1. Who are Imām alḤasan’s family members?
2. When and where was
he born?
3. What did Rasūl Allāh [S]
say about him?

Imām al-Ḥasan [A]
Imām al-Ḥasan al-Mujtabā [A] is our 2nd
Imām. He was born on the 15th of the
month of Ramaḍan. His father is Imām Ali
[A] and his mother is Sayyidah Fāṭimah alZahraʾ. He is Rasūl Allāh [S]’s grandson.
When he was born, Rasūl Allāh [S] took him
in his arms, recited adhān in his right ear,
iqāmah in his left ear and then named him
“al-Ḥasan”.
One day, when Imām al-Ḥasan [A] was a
little boy and Rasūl Allāh [S] was leading
ṣalāh in the masjid, Imām al-Ḥasan [A] came to the masjid and
sat on the back of Rasūl Allāh [S]. Rasūl Allāh [S] prolonged his
sajdah and moved very slowly until Imām al-Ḥasan [A] came
down safely. When the ṣalāh was over, many of the people
talked about how special this child was because of how Rasūl
Allāh [S] cared for him even during ṣalāh. Imām al-Ḥasan [A] sldo
used to love his grandfather Rasūl Allāh [S] and he would memorize all the sayings (ḥadīth) of Rasūl Allāh [S].

Rasūl Allāh [S] used to love
Imām al-Ḥasan [A] very
much. He said: “al-Ḥasan is
like my son and my flower
in this world”
Rasūl Allāh [S] also said:
“O Allāh, I love him, so You
love him and love those
who love him too.”

Activity
Imām al-Ḥasan [A]
walked to Makkah 25
times to perform
Ḥajj. In groups of 5, can you
come up with 5 reasons
why it is important to go
for ḥajj?

One day Rasūl Allāh [S] was carrying his young grandson on his
shoulders and someone said to Imām al-Ḥasan [A]:
“What an excellent ride you have!”
Rasūl Allāh [S] told the man, “you should say to me:
“what an excellent rider you have!’”

Imām al-Ḥasan [A] spent a lot of time in prayer and worship. He
also helped the poor a lot. He went for ḥajj 25 times walking.
And when he would do wuḍuʾ and pray ṣalāh, he would look pale
out of fear of Allāh [SWT], his body would tremble and he would
say:
“It is necessary that anyone who is standing before the Lord of
the Universe should stand in fear of Him.”

Imām al-Ḥasan [A] is our 2nd Imām
Imām al-Ḥasan [A] became Imām when his father Imām Ali [A]
was killed in Masjid al-Kūfah. On the first day as the leader of
the Muslims, he went to the mosque and talked about Imām Ali
[A] and how special he
was to Rasūl Allāh [S]. He
reminded the Muslims of
his own position in Islam
and how Allāh [SWT] had
chosen the Ahl al-Bayt as
the guides of Islam and
the ones who truly knew
the meaning of the
Qurʾān. He also reminded the Muslims not to forget Rasūl Allāh
[S]’s advice to hold on to both the Qurʾān and the Ahl al-Bayt for
guidance.
During this time, Muʿāwiyah was the ruler of Shām. He was an
enemy of the Ahl al-Bayt and was looking for a way to get rid of
the Imām. He convinced Imām’s wife, Juʿdah bint al-Ashʿath, to
poison the Imām. In return, Muʿāwiyah promised to give her a
lot of money and to marry her to his son Yazīd.
Imām was fasting on the day that Juʿdah poisoned him. She
brought the poisoned food for him to break his fast. When Imām
had eaten a little, he felt
severe pain in his stomach.
He looked at Juʿdah and
knew she had poisoned
him. He died on the 28th of
Safar – the same day that
Rasūl Allāh [S] passed
away. He is buried in Jannat al-Baqī in Madina.

Summary questions
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Who are the parents of Imām al-Ḥasan [A]?
How is he related to Rasūl Allāh [S]?
What did Rasūl Allāh [S] say about Imām al-Ḥasan [A]?
When did Imām al-Ḥasan [A] become an Imām?
Who killed him?

Did you know?
When Imām al-Ḥasan [A]
came to the masjid, he
would humbly stand by the
door, look up to the heavens and say:
‘My Lord, Your guest has
come to Your door. O Kind
one, the sinner has come
to You. So overlook the
ugliness that is with me
with the beauty of what is
with you, O Generous
One!’

Key points
1) Imām al-Ḥasan [A] is
the first child of Imām
Ali [A] and Sayyidah
Fāṭimah al-Zahraʾ [A].
2) He was born in Madina.
3) His grandfather Rasūl
Allāh [S] loved him very
much.
4) He was very pious and
helped the poor a lot.
5) Muʿāwiyah paid Imām’s
wife Juʿdah to poison him.
He died in Madina and is
buried in Jannat al-Baqī.

THE MAʿṢUMĪN [A]
Learning objectives
1. Who are Imām the family members of Imām alḤusayn [A]?
2. When and where was
he born?
3. What did Rasūl Allāh [S]
say about him?
4. When and where was
he killed?
5. Who killed him?

Imām al-Ḥusayn [A]
On the 3rd of Shaʿbān 4 AH, Imām al-Ḥusayn [A] was born in
Madina to Imām Ali [A] and Sayyidah Fāṭimah [A].
Just like for his older brother Imām al-Ḥasan [A], Rasūl Allāh [S]
took Imām al-Ḥusayn [A] in his arms and recited adhān in his
right ear and iqāmah in his left ear. Then he named him ‘alḤusayn’.
Rasūl Allāh [S] loved his grandsons al-Ḥasan and al-Ḥusayn very
much. He said:

ِ
ِ
س ْين
َ س ْي ٌن منِّي َو أَنَا م َن ُح
َ ُح

“Al-Ḥusayn is from me and I am from al-Ḥusayn”

Do you remember?
The Ahl al-Kisāʾ are the 5
Holy personalities who
gathered under the cloak.
They are:
Sayyidah Fāṭimah [A]
Her father Rasūl Allāh [S]
Her husband Imām ʿAlī [A]
Her sons Imām al-Ḥasan [A]
& Imām al-Ḥusayn [A]

Imām al-Ḥusayn [A] spent the first 6 years of his life with his
grandfather Rasūl Allāh [S]. He loved his grandfather very much.
All the Muslims in Madina knew how much Rasūl Allāh [S] loved
his two grandsons Imām al-Ḥasan [A] and Imām al-Ḥusayn [A]
and they used to call them by 1 name: “al-Ḥasanayn” which
means “The 2 Ḥasans” or “al-Sibṭayn” which means “The 2
grandsons”.
Rasūl Allāh [S] said about his two grandsons:
“Al-Ḥasan and al-Ḥusayn are the leaders of the youth of
Jannah”

Activity
Find the names of
the 5 Ahl al-Kisāʾ
from the grid:
HGKMUHAMMADT
QALIXFOFATIMAB
HRSHASANJIPTFRI

Imām al-Ḥusayn [A] always supported and defended Islam.
When Imām Ali [A] and his followers were attacked in the battles
of Jamal, Ṣiffin and Nahrawān, he fought bravely to defend
them.

Imām al-Ḥusayn [A] is our 3rd Imām
Imām al-Ḥusayn [A] became the 3rd Imām of Islam at the age of
46, when Imām al-Ḥasan [A] was poisoned and martyred. Imām
al-Ḥusayn [A] knew that Muʿāwiyah had poisoned his brother
and that he would continue to try and harm the Ahl al-Bayt and
their Shīʿah. Muʿāwiyah killed many companions (saḥābah) of
Rasūl Allāh [S] and those who loved and followed the Ahl alBayt.
Muʿāwiyah died in 60 AH. Before dying he told everyone that the
next ruler would be his son Yazīd. Yazīd used to make fun of religion. He loved to drink alcohol and to play with monkeys and
dogs. He committed every kind of sin and had no respect for Islam at all.

Did you know?
The reward of going for the
ziyārah of Imām al-Ḥusayn
[A] is equal to the reward
of 1000 ḥajj and ʿumrah.
Imām al-Ḥusayn [A] has
taught us a beautiful duʿāʾ
to be recited on the day of
ʿArafah in the month of
Dhūʾl-Ḥijjah.

Yazīd was living in Shām (Damascus) with his father Muʿāwiyah.
As soon as Muʿāwiyah died and Yazīd became the ruler, the first
thing he did was to send a message to his governor in Madina to
make sure that Imām al
-Ḥusayn [A] agrees to
accept him (Yazīd) as
the ruler.

Key points
Imām al-Ḥusayn [A] did
not accept Yazīd as the
ruler. Yazīd therefore
sent an army to kill
Imām al-Ḥusayn [A].
Imām was martyred in
Karbalāʾ on the day of
ʿĀshūrāʾ, and his family
were taken prisoners by
Yazīd’s army.

Summary questions
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Who are the parents of Imām al-Ḥusayn [A]?
How is Imām al-Ḥusayn [A] related to Rasūl Allāh [S]?
What did Rasūl Allāh [S] say about Imām al-Ḥusayn [A]?
Who was Muʿāwiyah?
Who killed Imām al-Ḥusayn [A]?

1) Imām al-Ḥusayn [A]
was born in Madina on the
3rd of Shaʿban 4 AH.
2) He is the second son of
Imām Ali [A] and Sayyidah
Fāṭimah [A].
3) He is the grandson of
Rasūl Allāh [S].
4) Rasūl Allāh [S] said that
he is the chief of the youth
of paradise.
5) He was killed by Yazīd’s
army in Karbalāʾ on the day
of ʿĀshūrāʾ.

PEOPLE IN FOCUS
Learning objectives
1. Who were the first people to convert to Islam?
2. What difficulties did the
early Muslims face?
3. Who were the first martyrs of Islam?
4. Who was Rasūl Allāh ’s
muʾadhdhin?

The early Muslims
The first people to accept Islam were Sayyidah Khadījah and
Imām ʿAlī [A]. They were then joined by other new converts.
Life for the new converts to Islam was very difficult, because the
Quraysh of Makkah did not want anyone to become a Muslim.
They abused, tortured and harassed anyone who converted to
Islam.

Abū Dhar al-Ghifārī
Abū Dhar al-Ghifārī was one of the early Muslim converts. When
he declared that he had accepted Islam, the Quraysh beat him
up so badly that he was half dead. When the uncle of Rasūl Allāh
[S], ʿAbbās ibn ʿAbd al-Muṭṭalib, passed by and saw what they
were doing, he reminded the Quraysh that Abū Dhar was from
the tribe of Banū Ghifār who used to live next to the route of the
trade caravans. If they learnt that the Quraysh had tortured a
member of their tribe, they would not let the Makkan trade
caravans pass safely. On hearing this, the greedy Quraysh left
Abū Dhar alone.

Bilāl al-Habashī

Activity
The early Muslims
were bullied and
treated badly because of their faith in Allāh
[SWT]. Can you think of
some other reasons why
some people bully others?

Bilāl al-Habashī (the Ethiopian) was the muʾadhdhin of Rasūl
Allāh [S]. Before he became a Muslim, he was the slave of
ʿUmayyah ibn Khalaf. When Bilāl embraced Islam, his cruel master was very angry and began to torture him mercilessly. He
would make Bilāl lie on the hot sands of the desert without a
shirt and place a large stone on his chest so that he could not
escape the burning sand. At other times he would tie a rope
around his neck and have him dragged around the hills of Makkah. Despite this, Bilāl continued to say "Aḥad! Aḥad!", meaning
‘Only One (God)! Only One (God)!’ Finally, Rasūl Allāh [S]'s uncle
ʿAbbās convinced ʿUmayyah to free Bilāl in exchange for some
gold coins.

ʿAmmār bin Yāsir and his parents

Did you know?

ʿAmmār bin Yāsir and his parents, Yāsir and Sumayyah, were also
amongst the first Muslims. The Quraysh disbelievers tried to
make them change their minds but they refused. So they took
ʿAmmār and his parents to the desert and started beating and
torturing them. This was repeated many times until ʿAmmār’s
father, Yāsir died. When his pregnant wife Sumayyah complained to Abū Jahl about this inhuman treatment he took his
spear and stabbed it into her heart. Yāsir and Sumayyah are
therefore the first martyrs of Islam. They died for the sake of
their faith.

Sayyidah Khadījah is
1 of the 4 most perfect
women of paradise.

Then they turned to ʿAmmār and beat him so terribly that he
nearly died. They threatened to kill him unless he declared that
he was no longer a Muslim. To save his life, ʿAmmār agreed to
give up Islam. Later on, ʿAmmār came to Rasūl Allāh [S] and cried
that he had rejected Islam under force and torture. Rasūl Allāh
[S] said that ʿAmmār was full of faith (īmān) from head to toe
and that he should not be afraid to hide his faith in order to save
his life. Rasūl Allāh [S] then told ʿAmmār that if he is tortured
again, he should repeat his words of disbelieving in Allāh [SWT],
as long as in his heart he remains convinced of Allāh [SWT].

The other 3 are:
-her daughter Sayyidah
Fāṭimah Al-Zahrāʾ [A]
-Sayyidah Maryam (mother
of Nabī ʿĪsā)
-Sayyidah Āsiyah (wife of
Firʿawn)

Key points
1) Imām ʿAlī [A] and
Sayyidah
Khadījah
were the first people
to accept Islam.
2) The early converts to
Islam faced a very difficult
time. They were beaten
and treated badly by the
Quraysh.
3) Yāsir and his wife Sumayyah were the first Muslims to be martyred because of their faith.

Summary questions
1.
2.
3.
4.

Who were the first man and woman to accept Islam?
Who was Rasūl Allāh [S]’s muʾadhdhin? What does
muʾadhdhin mean?
Who were the first martyrs of Islam?
Is it allowed to hide one’s faith in order to save one’s life?

4)
Bilāl
was
the
muaʾdhdhin of Rasūl Allāh
[S]. He was from Ethiopia.
He was treated very badly
because he became a Muslim.

TĀRĪKH AND THE QURʾĀN
Learning objectives
1. When did the first revelation occur?
2. Where did it occur?
3. What verses were revealed?
4. Who were the first people to accept Rasūl Allāh
[S] as a messenger of
Allāh [SWT]?

The first revelation
Rasūl Allāh [S] used to spend a lot of his time praying in a cave
that was in a mountain overlooking the Kaʿbah, some 3 miles
north of Makkah. This cave is called Ghār Ḥirāʾ (Cave of Ḥiraʾ)
and the mountain is called Jabal Nūr (Mountain of Light). Sometimes Rasūl Allāh [S] would stay in the cave praying for several
days continuously and his wife Sayyidah Khadījah or Imām ʿAlī
[A], whom Rasūl Allāh [S] had raised like a son, would bring him
some food and water.
One night when he
was in the Cave of
Ghār Ḥirāʾ Ḥiraʾ, he heard a
voice calling his
name and suddenly there was a
dazzling light in
the cave. Rasūl
Allāh [S] sat at his
place calmly and the
Angel
Jibrāʿīl
[A]
brought Allāh [SWT]’s
revelation to him.
Angel Jibrāʿīl came very
close to Rasūl Allāh [S]
and asked him to recite
the first 5 āyāt of surat
al-ʿAlaq (sūrah 96):

Jabal Nūr in Makkah

ِ الرِح
يم
َّ الر ْح َٰم ِن
َّ بِ ْس ِم اللَّ ِه

Activity
The first verses to be
revealed to Rasūl
Allāh [S] were the first 5
verses of sūrat al-ʿAlaq
(sūrah 96). Write down
their translation.

ك الَّ ِذي َخلَ َق
َ ِّاس ِم َرب
ْ ِاق َْرأْ ب
ِْ َخلَ َق
سا َن ِم ْن َعلَق
َ ْاْلن
ك ْاْلَ ْك َرُم
َ ُّاق َْرأْ َوَرب
الَّ ِذي َعلَّ َم بِالْ َقلَ ِم
ِْ َعلَّ َم
َم يَ ْعلَ ْم
ْ سا َن َما ل
َ ْاْلن
Read! In the name of your Lord who created: He created man
from a clinging form. Read! Your Lord is the Most Bountiful, One
who taught by [means of] the pen, who taught man what he did
not know.

Mabʿath (or biʿthah)

Did you know?

When Rasūl Allāh [S] had finished reciting these āyāt, the angel
Jibrāʾīl said: ‘O Muḥammad! There is no doubt that you are the
Messenger of Allāh and I am his angel Jibrāʾīl.’ After saying this,
the angel disappeared.

1) There are many ways in
which Allāh [SWT] communicates with his messengers.

This event told Rasūl Allāh [S] that it was now time to start his
mission. He was 40 years old. The date was the 27th of Rajab.

2) Sometimes He communicates through a dream,
like the dream of Nabī Ibrāhīm to sacrifice his son.

For the next 23 years the angel Jibrāʾīl would keep visiting Rasūl
Allāh [S] and revealing different parts of the Qurʾān until it was
complete. Allāh [SWT] blessed Rasūl Allāh [S] with such a memory that whatever he heard only once from Jibrāʾīl, it remained
in his heart forever.
The start of the mission of Rasūl Allāh [S] when he was 40 years
old is known as mabʿath or biʿthah. Both the words mean ‘The
Rising’.
Rasūl Allāh [S] preached Islam in Makkah for 12 years and then
migrated to Madina (what is known as the Hijrah) and he then
lived and preached in Madina for 11 years until his passing away
in 11 AH.
After the first revelation, Rasūl Allāh [S] left the cave to return
home and told his wife Sayyidah Khadījah and his cousin Imām
ʿAlī what had happened. They both believed in him immediately
and they became the first woman and man to bear witness to
the prophethood of Rasūl Allāh [S].

Summary questions
1.
2.
3.
4.

What is Ghār Ḥirāʾ? Where is it?
Why did Rasūl Allāh [S] regularly go to Ghār Ḥirāʾ?
When did the first revelation take place? Which verses
were revealed?
Who were the first people to accept Rasūl Allāh [S] message?

3) At other times, He
speaks to the messenger
through a means, like
when He spoke to Nabī
Mūsā through a burning
bush.
4) The most common form
of
communication
is
through the angel Jibrāʾīl.

Key points
1) Rasūl Allāh [S] visited Ghār Ḥirāʾ on Jabal
Nūr regularly to meditate
and worship Allāh [SWT]
2) One day, when he was
40 years old, Angel Jibrāʾīl
came to him and revealed
the first 5 verses of sūrat al
-ʿAlaq.
3) This signified the start of
his mission (mabʿath or
biʿthah) as a messenger of
Allāh [SWT]

PAVING THE WAY...
Learning objectives
1. Who is Imām al-Mahdī
[A]?
2. What are some of his
titles?
3. How can we show our
love and loyalty to
Imām al-Mahdī [A]?
4. When will Imām alMahdī [A] re-appear?

Imām al-Mahdī [A]
Imām al-Mahdī is the Imām of our time. His name is Muḥammad,
the same as Rasūl Allāh [S], but we refer to him using his titles
rather than his name.
Imām al-Mahdī [A] has many titles. We looked at some of these
in part 1. Some of the other titles of Imām al-Mahdī are:
al-Muntaẓar (the Awaited one)
al-Muntaẓir (the Awaiting one)
Ṣāḥib al-Zamān (the Master of the Age)
Imām al-Mahdī was born in Sāmarrāʾ on 15th of Shaʿban 255 AH.
Sāmarrāʾ is a city in Iraq. His father and grandfather were both
forced to live in this city so that the ʿAbbāsid caliphs could closely
monitor their activities.
The ʿAbbāsids knew that Imām al-Mahdī [A] was going to be born
in the progeny of Rasūl Allāh [S]. For this reason, they kept the
Imām’s father and grandfather imprisoned and under close supervision. However, Imām al-Mahdī’s birth was miraculous as his
mother did not show any signs of pregnancy. This kept the Imām
[A] safe from his enemies.
Imām al-Mahdī’s father and grandfather were both poisoned by
ʿAbbāsid caliphs in Sāmarrāʾ and are also buried there.
Imām al-Mahdī [A] also went into ghaybah in this city, after performing ṣalāt al-mayyit for his Holy father Imām al-ʿAskarī [A].
Our Imām [A] is still in ghaybah and no one except Allāh [SWT]
knows when he will reappear. We should always pray for his
safety and reappearance, so that he may come and make this
world a better place.

Activity
We
looked at 3 titles
Activity
of Imām al-Mahdī
earlier in this book. Look
for the chapter Paving The
Way… in Tārīkh Part 1 and
list them down, together
with their meaning.

Shrines of Imām al-Naqī [A] and Imām al
-ʿAskarī [A] before the bombing in 2006

How do we show our love and loyalty to the Imām?
As the Shīʿah (true followers) of the Imām, it is our responsibility
to remember him often, and to pray for his safety.
There are various adʿiyāʾ (plural of duʿāʾ) for his safety and wellbeing. There include:
- Duʿāʾ al-Aḥad—This duʿāʾ is to be recited after ṣalāt al-Fajr.
Whoever recites this duʿāʾ after ṣalāt al-Fajr for 40 consecutive
mornings will be with the Imām [A] when he re-appears.
- Duʿāʾ al-Nudbā—It is recommended to recite this duʿāʾ every
Friday, as well as on the day of Eid. (Remember that Friday is
also considered a day of Eid!)
- Ziyārah of the Imām [A] after every ṣalāh.

Did you know?
The city of Sāmarrāʾ was
founded by the ʿAbbāsid
Caliph al-Muʿtaṣim in 221
AH - 4 years before the
birth of Imām al-Mahdī [A].
Al-Muʿtaṣim built this
beautiful city as his new
capital.
The official name of this
new city was Surra man
raʾā which means ‘a joy for
all who see it’. This name
was shortened to Sāmarrāʾ.

We should also pray to Allāh [SWT] to hasten the re-appearance
of the Imām [A] so that he may improve the affairs of the Muslims and fill the world with peace and justice.
Whenever the name of the Imām [A] is mentioned, we should
stand up and put our right hand on our head to show our respect
to the Imām.
Just as we give charity (ṣadaqah) for the protection of our family, we should also give charity for the safety of the Imām [A].
To show the Holy Imām [A] that we are his sincere followers, we
should frequently recite the Holy Qurʾān and perform ḥajj and
ziyārah on his behalf. We should also remember him by sending
ṣalawāt on him.

Summary questions
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

Where was Imām al-Mahdī [A] born?
What are the names of his father and grandfather?
Why did his father and grandfather live in Sāmarrāʾ?
List any 3 titles of the Imām [A] with their meanings.
How can we show our love and loyalty to the Imām of our
time?
When will the Imām [A] re-appear?

Key points
1) Imām al-Mahdī [A] is
the Imām of our time.
This is why he is known
as Ṣāḥib al-Zamān.
2) He is also known as alMuntaẓar (the awaited
one) and al-Muntaẓir (the
waiting one).
3) He was born in
Sāmarrāʾ , a city in Iraq.
4) We must constantly remember the Imām [A] by
praying for his safety and
reappearance.
5) No one except Allāh
[SWT] knows when he will
reappear.

