TĀRĪKH

Class 5

QĪṢAṢ AL-ANBIYĀʾ
Learning objectives
1. Who created the
universe?
2. Who created man?
3. Who were the first man
and woman on earth?
4. Who is a nabī? What is
his role?

Creation of the universe
Long long ago, there was no earth, no sky, no sun or moon. Then
Allāh [SWT] decided to make a beautiful world.
Allāh [SWT] just said, “Be!” and there was the earth and the sky,
the bright sun, the shining moon, the twinkling stars, the tall
mountains and the vast oceans and seas.

Did you know?
In ḥadīth al-kisāʾ, we read
that when the ahl al-kisāʾ
(people of the cloak) gathered under the cloak, Allāh
[SWT] told the angels that
He created everything in
the heavens and the earth
only for the love of the ahl
al-bayt [A].
Allāh [SWT] made the earth go around the sun in circles so that
there would be day and night and many different seasons too.
Allāh [SWT] made the clouds and caused rain to fall and grass to
grow. Soon the earth was full of lovely flowers and tall trees.
Allāh [SWT] created all the animals and birds and insects.

Activity
In a small group, list
some of the creations of Allāh [SWT].
Can you list things
beginning with every
letter of the
alphabet?

Who created everything?

Key points
Summary questions
1.
2.
3.
4.

Who created the universe?
What was the very first thing that Allāh [SWT] created?
What was the purpose of creation?
Who created human beings?

1) Allāh [SWT] created everything in the universe.
2) He created the planets,
the sun and moon, the sky
and the earth, mountains,
oceans, plants and animals.

QĪṢAṢ AL-ANBIYĀʾ
Creation of Ādam - The first man
After creating the universe, Allāh [SWT] decided to make a human being. Out of mud and clay,
Allāh [SWT] made the first man and called him Ādam. Then Allāh [SWT] breathed a spirit into
Ādam and all of sudden Ādam came to life!

ش ًرا ِم ْن ِطين
َ َإِ ْذ ق
َ َك لِل َْم ََلئِ َك ِة إِنِّي َخالِ ٌق ب
َ ُّال َرب

When your Lord said to the angels, ‘Indeed I am about to create a human being out of clay

ِ ِ ِ ِ ُ فَِإ َذا س َّوي ته ونَ َف ْخ
ِِ
ين
َ ت فيه م ْن ُروحي فَ َقعُوا لَهُ َساجد
َ ُُْ َ

So when I have proportioned him and breathed into him of My spirit, then fall down in prostration before him.’ [38: 71-72]

Why did Allāh [SWT] ask the
angels to do sajdah to Nabī
Ādam [A]?

Allāh [SWT] decided that Ādam was going to be the first human being and also the first nabī. A
nabī is someone whom Allāh [SWT] chooses to guide other human beings and to teach others
about His religion, Islam. So Nabī Ādam is the father of all human beings and also the first nabī
(prophet).
Allāh [SWT] gave Nabī Ādam the ability to see with his eyes, to smell with his nose, to taste with
his tongue, to hear with his ears and to feel with his skin. Allāh [SWT] also taught Nabī Ādam
many things and gave him a lot of knowledge.
Then Allāh [SWT] created the first woman and called her Hawwā. Allāh [SWT] wanted Nabī Adam
and Sayyidah Hawwā to live together as the first family in the world.
So Allāh [SWT] put Nabī Ādam and Sayyidah Hawwā in a beautiful garden, told them to live
there happily and eat from whatever they liked. The only exception was one tree in the garden
from which they were not allowed to eat any fruits.
All the human beings you see in the world today, of different colours and speaking different
languages, are the children of Nabī Ādam and Sayyidah Hawwā.

Nabī Ādam is the first Prophet

Did you know?

When Allāh [SWT] wanted to create Nabī Ādam, He told the
angels:

When Allāh [SWT] created
Nabī Ādam [A], he asked
the angels to do sajdah to
him. All the angels did
sajdah to Nabī Ādam,
except Iblīs. He was arrogant. He thought he was
better than Nabī Ādam
because he was made from
fire whereas Nabī Ādam
was made from clay.

ِ ك لِلْم ََلئِ َك ِة إِنِّي ج
ِ اع ٌل فِي ْاْل َْر
ًۖض َخلِي َفة
َ ََوإِ ْذ ق
َ
َ َ ُّال َرب
اء
ُ قَالُوا أَتَ ْج َع ُل فِ َيها َم ْن يُ ْف ِس ُد فِ َيها َويَ ْس ِف
َ ك الد
َ ِّم
ِ ِ
ۖك
َ َِّس ل
ُ سبِّ ُح ب َح ْمد َك َونُ َقد
َ َُونَ ْح ُن ن
ال إِنِّي أَ ْعلَ ُم َما ََل تَ ْعلَ ُمو َن
َ َق
[2:30]

In this verse, Allāh [SWT] tells the angels that He is going to
create a representative and place him on the earth.

Allāh [SWT] does not like
pride and arrogance. He
threw Iblīs out of paradise.

When the angels hear this, they surprisingly asked:
“How can you put someone there (on earth) who will cause
damage and bloodshed, when we celebrate Your praise and
proclaim Your holiness?”
Allāh [SWT] responds saying:
“I know things you do not.”
This verse tells us that Nabī Ādam was created to be Allāh
[SWT]’s representative on earth. His role was to tell people
about Allāh [SWT], and to show them the right path.
All prophets after Nabī Ādam had the same mission.

Key points
1) Nabī Ādam was
the first man to be created
by Allāh [SWT], and Sayyidah Hawwā was the first
woman.
2) Nabī Ādam was created
from clay.

Summary questions
1.
2.
3.
4.

Who created human beings?
Who were the first man and woman to be created?
Why did Iblīs refuse to do sajdah to Nabī Āda?
Who is a nabī? What is his role?

3) When Allāh [SWT]
breathed His spirit into
Ādam, He told the angels
to do sajdah to Ādam. All
the angels did this, except
Iblīs.

QASAS AL-ANBIYA
Learning objectives
1. Who were Hābil and
Qābil?
2. Why did Qābil kill
Hābil?

Sons of Nabi Adam - Habil and Qabil
Allah blessed Nabi Adam and Sayyida Hawwā with two sons:
Qābil and Hābil.
One day, Nabi Adam told both his sons to make an offering in
the name of Allāh. Qābil was a farmer, so he took some crops as
an offering from him. Hābil was a shepherd and took a sheep as
a sacrifice. They went to the top of the mountain and kept their
offerings there. Qābil was a miser and did not really love to give
anything to others or to please Allāh, so he took some bad crops
instead of taking his best crops. Hābil loved Allāh. He took his
best sheep as an offering. He loved to give to others and to share
what he had.

Allāh accepted Hābil’s offering and rejected Qābil’s offering. He
says in the Qur’an:

ق ِإ ْذ قَ َّربَا قُ ْربَانًا
ِ َواتْ ُل َعلَ ْي ِه ْم نَبَأ َ ا ْبن َْي آدَ َم ِب ْال َح
...فَتُقُ ِب َل ِم ْن أ َ َح ِد ِه َما َولَ ْم يُتَقَب َّْل ِمنَ ْاْلخ َِر
Activity
Recite verse (5:28)
of the Qur’an and read its
translation. What lessons
can we learn from this
verse?

Relate to them truly the account of Adam’s two sons.
When the two of them offered an offering,
it was accepted from one of them
and not accepted from the other (5:27)

This made Qābil very angry and jealous of his brother Hābil.
Hābil tried to explain to his brother that if he becomes better
and loves Allāh, then Allāh will accept from him as well.
However, Qābil did not want to accept that he was wrong.

Qabil kills Habil
Qābil was very angry and jealous of his brother Hābil whose
offering had been accepted by Allah. He told Hābil that he was
going to kill him. Hābil said to his brother:

ْ س
ۖ ِي ِإلَي َْك ِِل َ ْقتُلَ َك
َ ط
َ لَ ِئ ْن َب
َّ َت ِإل
َ ي َيدَ َك ِلت َ ْقتُلَ ِني َما أَنَا ِب َباسِطٍ يَد
َّ َاف
َاَّللَ َربَّ ْالعَالَ ِمين
ُ إِنِي أَخ

Did you know?
After the death of Hābil,
Allah blessed Nabi Adam
with another son called
Sheeth. Allah appointed
him as a Prophet after Nabi
Adam.

Even if you extend your hand toward me to kill me,
I will not extend my hand toward you to kill you.
Indeed I fear Allah, the Lord of all the worlds. (5:28)
Hābil explained to his brother that Allah was watching all their
actions. If he did something evil, Allah would punish him in hell.
However, Qābil was not prepared to listen, and killed his brother.
After killing Hābil, Qābil was very scared and did not know what
to do. Instead of telling his father what he had done and asking
Allāh to forgive him, he decided to hide his brother’s dead body,
but he didn’t know how to hide it.
Allah then sent a crow to show Qābil how to bury his brother.
The crow dug a hole in the ground and buried something, giving
Qābil the idea of burying his brother in the ground. Qābil was
ashamed of himself. Even a crow knew better than him! This is
explained in the Qur’an as follows:

ُ غ َرابًا يَ ْب َح
ُ ُاَّلل
َ َفَبَع
َّ ث
ْف يُ َو ِاري
ِ ث فِي ْاِل َ ْر
َ ض ِليُ ِريَهُ َكي
ب
ِ س ْو َءة َ أ َ ِخي ِه ۚ قَا َل يَا َو ْيلَتَا أ َ َع َج ْزتُ أ َ ْن أ َ ُكونَ ِمثْ َل َٰ َهذَا ْالغُ َرا
َ
َصبَ َح ِمنَ النَّاد ِِمين
ْ َ س ْو َءة َ أ َ ِخي ۖ فَأ
َ ي
َ فَأ ُ َو ِار
Then Allah sent a crow, exploring in the ground, to show him how
to bury the body of his brother. He said, ‘Woe to me! Am I unable
to be [even] like this crow and bury my brother’s corpse?’
Thus he became regretful. (5:31)

Summary questions

Key points
Hābil and Qābil were the
sons of Nabi Adam and
Sayyida Hawwā.

Nabi Adam told his sons to
make an offering to Allah.
Hābil was a shepherd and
offered his best sheep.
Qābil was a farmer. He
offered some crops which
were not very good.
Allah accepted Hābil’s
sacrifice but rejected
Qābil’s offering.

1. Why did Allah accept Hābil’s offering but didn’t accept Qābil’s
offering?
Qābil killed his brother
2. Why did Qābil kill Hābil?
Hābil. Allah sent a crow to
3. What did Hābil say when Qābil told him he was going to kill him?
show him how to bury his
4. How did Allah teach Qābil to bury his brother?
brother.

QĪṢAṢ AL-ANBIYĀʾ
Learning objectives
1. Who was Nabī Nūḥ?
2. What was his mission?
3. What can we learn
from his story?

Nabī Nūḥ [A]
Many many years after Nabī Ādam [A], most of the people in the
world stopped worshiping Allāh [SWT] and had become corrupt
human beings. So Allāh [SWT] sent another nabī to guide them
who was called Nūḥ.
Nabī Nūḥ [A] began telling everyone to worship Allāh [SWT] only
and not to bow before idols, but most of the people would not
listen to him. They just laughed at Nabī Nūḥ [A] and made fun of
him. When he would talk to them, they would put their fingers in
their ears or shout and make noise. They would even throw
things at Nabī Nūḥ [A] to try and hurt him.
After many years, when still no one would listen to him, Allāh
[SWT] ordered Nabī Nūḥ [A] to build an ark. When the ark was
ready, Nabī Nūḥ [A] told everyone to get in because it was going
to rain a lot and anyone who did not get in would drown as a
punishment from Allāh [SWT]. The evil people laughed at Nabī
Nūḥ [A] even more and refused to enter the ark. And so Nabī
Nūḥ [A] went in with his few followers and the animals and shut
the doors.

Activity
Do you remember the 5
ūlū-l ʿazm prophets? Write
down their names in order,
from the first to the last.

Soon it began to rain heavily and everything around began to
drown. There was lightning and thunder everywhere. Even
those on the Ark were frightened as the Ark rocked from side
to side and moved in the middle of huge waves that rose like
mountains and fell crashing down. Nabi Nuh (a) and his
followers kept praying to Allāh for His protection and mercy all
the while.
One of the sons of Nabi Nuh (a) did not believe in Allāh. Nabi
Nuh (a) told him to come into the Ark but he said, ‘I will climb
the tallest mountain and I won’t drown’. Just then a huge wave
came and he drowned.

Did you know?
An ark is called ‘safina’ in
Arabic.
Nabi Muhammad (s) said:
‘My family, the Ahl al-Bayt,
is like the Ark of Nabi Nuh.
Whoever joins it will be
safe. And whoever refuses
to go with it, will drown.’

When the rain stopped, the ark came to rest at the top of
Mount Judi. Then Nabi Nuh (‘a) let all the animals out and he
and his followers began a new life on the earth and they all
worshipped Allāh and lived happily together again.

Nabi Nuh prayed to Allāh:

َّ َربِّ ا ْغفِرْ لِي َولِ َوالِ َد
ي
َولِ َم ْن َد َخ َل بَ ْيتِ َي ُم ْؤ ِمنًا
ت
َ َِولِ ْل ُم ْؤ ِمن
ِ ين َو ْال ُم ْؤ ِمنَا
ين إِ ََّل تَبَارًا
َ َو ََل تَ ِز ِد الظَّالِ ِم
My Lord! Forgive me and my parents,
and whoever enters my house in faith,
and the faithful men and women,
and do not increase the wrongdoers in anything except ruin.
[70:28]

Summary questions
1.
2.
3.

Why did Nabi Nuh build an ark?
Who did he take on the ark?
What happened to those who were not taken on the ark
because they did not believe in Allāh?

Key points
1) Nabi Nuh was one
of the 5 ulul ‘azm
prophets.
2) He was sent to guide
people many years after
Nabi Adam, as they had
forgotten Allāh’s message.
3) Only a few people listened to him .
4) Allāh asked him to build
an ark and put all the
good people in it. Allāh
then sent a flood and the
disbelievers drowned.
5) Nabi Nuh’s son did not
believe in Allāh and was
drowned as well.

QASAS AL-ANBIYA
Learning objectives
1. Nabi Ibrāhim’s
conversation with his
uncle.
2. Nabi Ibrāhim explains
the existence of Allah
3. He destroys the idols
and is thrown into the
fire by Namrud.

Nabi Ibrahim
Many years after the flood of Nabi Nuh, people forgot the message
of Islam and began worshipping idols again. Allāh sent Nabi Ibrāhim
to guide them. Nabi Ibrāhim never worshipped any idol and always
told the people not to worship anything or anyone except Allāh.
Nabi Ibrāhim was kind-hearted and polite, and loved Allāh very
much. He was also generous and loved to bring guests to his home.
Allāh was so pleased with him that He made him His friend. Nabi
Ibrāhim is called Khalilullāh, which means ‘The friend of Allāh’.

Nabi Ibrāhim grew up under the care of his uncle Azar, who used to worship idols. Nabi Ibrāhim
explained to him that it was wrong to worship idols.

ين
َ صنَا ًما آ ِل َهةً ۖ إِنِي أ َ َر
ْ َ َو ِإ ْذ قَا َل ِإب َْرا ِهي ُم ِِلَبِي ِه آزَ َر أَتَت َّ ِخذُ أ
َ اك َوقَ ْو َم َك فِي
ٍ ض ََل ٍل ُم ِب
When Ibrāhim said to his father Azar, ‘Do you take idols for gods?
Indeed I see you and your people in clear error.’ (6:74)

One day when all the people had gone out of the town to
celebrate a festival, Nabi Ibrāhim went to the temple where
they kept all the idols. He broke all of them except the biggest
one and tied his axe around its neck.
When the people came back, they were shocked to see their
idols broken into pieces. ‘Who broke our gods?’ they cried
angrily. ‘It must be Ibrāhim!’ said one of them, ‘He is always
speaking against our gods!’
‘Bring him here so we can question him!’ demanded the
temple priest. The people went to Nabi Ibrāhim and brought
him to the temple. ‘Did you do this Ibrāhim?’ they demanded.
Nabi Ibrāhim pointed to the biggest idol with the axe around
its neck and said, ‘Ask this one. He has the axe!’
The people knew that the idols could not speak, so they said,
‘You know the idols cannot speak or defend themselves.’
Nabi Ibrāhim said, ‘Why do you pray to something made of
stone and something that is so powerless and weak?’

Activity
In Zyārat Wārith,
Nabi Ibrāhim is referred to as
Khalilullāh. Can you list the titles
of the other 4 Ulul ‘Azm Anbiya
mentioned in this Zyārah?

The people did not have an answer, but they were very angry
with Nabi Ibrāhim. They went to their King Namrud and asked
him to punish Nabi Ibrāhim.

Namrud throws Nabi Ibrahim into the fire
Namrud decided to throw Nabi Ibrāhim into a huge fire. He asked
everyone to collect lots of wood for the fire. When the wood had
been piled high, they lit it and it became a huge fire. They began
to shout, ‘Burn Ibrāhim! Kill him! So that our idol gods will be
happy with us again!’

Did you know?
Nabi Ibrāhim had 2 sons:
Nabi Ismā’il and Nabi
Ishāq. Rasulullah (s) is from
the progeny of Nabi Isma’il.

Nabi Ibrāhim tried to tell them to believe in Allāh and to worship
Allāh only, but the people refused to listen to him. They wanted
to throw him into the fire, but it was so hot that they could not
go near it. Therefore, they made a large catapult to throw him
into the fire.
Nabi Ibrāhim was not afraid of the fire. He knew Allāh was with
him all the time and would protect him. When the people threw
him into the fire, Allāh commanded:

يم
ُ قُ ْلنَا َيا ن
َ َار ُكونِي َب ْردًا َو
َ س ََل ًما َعلَ َٰى ِإب َْرا ِه
We said, ‘O fire! Be cool and safe for Ibrāhim!’ (21:69)
Then a miracle happened.
Instead of burning Nabi
Ibrāhim, the fire became
cool and safe for him, and
he came out without any
harm. The people were
amazed to see this and
knew Nabi Ibrāhim was right
and they were wrong.
Namrud then asked Nabi Ibrāhim to leave his country and never
come back. Nabi Ibrāhim left with his family including his wife
Sarah and his cousin Nabi Lut. They went to the land of Palestine.

Summary questions
1. Why was Nabi Ibrāhim called Khalilullāh? What does it mean?
2. Why were the people angry with Nabi Ibrāhim?
3. What did Nabi Ibrāhim reply when they asked him who had
destroyed the idols?
4. What miracle took place when Nabi Ibrāhim was thrown into
the fire?

Key points
Nabi Ibrāhim was sent by
Allah many years after
Nabi Nuh to guide the
people to the right path.
He was kind, polite and
generous. He loved Allah
very much and was called
Khalilullāh, which means
‘The friend of Allāh’.
He taught his people to
stop worshipping idols and
worship Allah, but they did
not listen to him. He broke
their idols to show them
that the idols could not
protect anyone.
King Namrud threw him
into a huge fire but Allah
protected him.

PLACES OF INTEREST
Learning objectives
1. A brief history of Arabia
from the time of Nabī
Ibrāhīm [A].
2. An understanding of the
period of Jāhiliyyah
3. Who are the Quraysh?
4. Who are the Banū
Hāshim?

Arabia before Islam
Arabia is a large country whose area is three million square
kilometres. From olden times this land was divided into 3
regions: Ḥijāz, the Arabian Desert and Yemen.
The largest city in Ḥijāz was Makkah and its history starts from
the time when Nabī Ibrāhīm [A] left his wife Hājar and son Nabī
Ismāʿīl [A] there on the command of Allāh [SWT] and later
returned to built the Kaʿbah with the help of his son, Nabī Ismāʿīl
[A]. Nabī Ismāʿīl [A] had settled in Makkah. From his descendants
there were many Arab tribes. The most famous was the Quraysh
tribe.
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Before Islam, Arabia was in a period of Jāhiliyyah. The Arabs
worshipped idols and fought for petty reasons. Often their wars
would go on for generations. They did not have law and order.
Stronger tribes would rob and kill the weaker ones.

Activity
Write down 5 things
that the Arabs did
during the period of
Jāhiliyyah.

All the idols they worshipped were kept in and around the
Kaʿbah and people would come from far and wide just to worship these stone idols.
Women were treated very badly. And often when a daughter
was born, the father would be ashamed of her and he would dig
a hole and bury her alive.

The period of Jāhiliyyah
In sūrat al-Naḥl, Allāh [SWT] describes the feelings of the Arabs
when a daughter was born to them:

ِ
ِ
ِّ َُوإِ َذا ب
يم
َ ش َر أ
ٌ َح ُد ُه ْم ب ْاْلُنْ ثَ ٰى ظَ َّل َو ْج ُههُ ُم ْس َودًّا َو ُه َو َكظ
ِ ي ت وار ٰى ِمن الْ َقوِم ِمن س
ِّ ُوء َما ب
ۖش َر بِ ِه
ُ ْ ْ َ َ َ ََ
ِ أَيُ ْم ِس ُكهُ َعلَ ٰى ُهون أ َْم يَ ُد ُّسهُ فِي التُّر
ۖاب
َ
اء َما يَ ْح ُك ُمو َن
َ أ َََل َس
When he gets the news that a baby girl is born, his face becomes
dark and he chokes with suppressed agony. He hides from the
people out of distress at this news: shall he keep his daughter in
humiliation, or bury it in the ground!1 Look! Evil is the
judgement that they make. [16:58-59]
Many Arabs before Islam were very superstitious. Sometimes
they would enter their homes from behind or from the windows
just to drive bad spirits away. When a person died, they would
keep a camel near his grave and cut the camels legs until it died
as well. They believed the person who died would ride the camel
in the next world. When they entered a village, they would bray
like a donkey 10 times to chase away evil spirits. Some of them
did tawāf of the Kaʿbah completely naked. When a man died, his
son would marry all his wives (who were his mother and stepmothers). In other words they lived like animals.
This came to be known as the period of Jāhiliyyah, which means
“The Age of Ignorance”.

Summary questions
1.
2.
3.
4.

What is the name of the main tribe of Arabs who lived in
Arabia at the time of the Holy Prophet [SWT]?
What does Jāhiliyyah mean?
How did the Arabs behave in the Age of Jāhiliyyah?
Who are the Banū Hāshim?

Did you know?
During the period of
Jāhiliyyah, the Arabs also
had some good qualities:
 They never broke a
promise
 They had great skill in
horsemanship and
archery.
 They were brave
 They were very good in
the art of poetry and had
sharp memories that
enabled them to remember long verses and
speeches by heart.

Key points
1) In pre-Islamic times, Arabia was divided into three
regions: Ḥijāz, Yemen and
the Arabian Desert.
2) Makkah was the main
city. It’s history dates back
to the time when Nabī
Ibrāhīm [A] took his baby
son Ismāʿīl [A] there.
3) Before Islam, Arabia was
in a period of Jāhiliyyah
(The Age of Ignorance).
4) The Holy Prophet [S]’s
family is also part of
Quraysh. They are known
as Banū Hāshim.

The Holy Prophet [S]
Learning objectives
1. When and where was
the Holy Prophet [S]
born?
2. Who are his parents?
3. What was his early life
like?
4. Why is he known as alṢādiq and al-Amīn?

Activity
Write down the meanings of the following
words:
Rasūl Allāh; ʿĀm al-Fīl;
al-Ṣādiq and al-Amīn

The birth and childhood of the Holy Prophet [S]
The Holy Prophet, our beloved Rasūl Allāh [S], is the final messenger of Allāh [SWT]. He was born in Makkah on the 17th Rabīʿ
al-Awwal in “The Year of the Elephant” (ʿĀm al-Fīl) 570 CE. His
father is ʿAbd Allāh ibn ʿAbd al-Muṭṭalib and his mother is Sayyidah Āminah b. Wahab.
The Holy Prophet [S]’s father died before he was born, so he was
born an orphan. His grandfather ʿAbd al-Muṭṭalib, who was the
leader of Makkah, took care of him and loved him very much. In
Makkah, when children were born, they used to have a nanny
who would take them to the desert and look after them for 2
years. The people who live in the desert are called Bedouins. The
Bedouins always wanted to look after rich children so they could
get gifts and rewards from the children’s family. They never
wanted to look after orphans who were poor and had no father
to pay for them.

A Bedouin woman named Ḥalimah came to Makkah looking for a
child to take care of. As soon as Ḥalimah saw Rasūl Allāh [S], she
fell in love with the baby orphan and decided she would look
after him. Halimah was very happy to have him with her in the
desert. After 2 years, she was sad because it was now time for
him to return to his mother in Makkah. She asked his grandfather, ʿAbd al-Muṭṭalib, if he can stay with her longer. ʿAbd alMuṭṭalib agreed and Halimah was very happy.

Abū Ṭālib always supported Rasūl Allāh [S]
One day, when Rasūl Allāh [S] was a young boy, Halimah put
new clothes on him and tied a special amulet around his neck.
“What is this?” asked Rasūl Allāh [S]. “This is to protect you from
evil” said Halimah. But Rasūl Allāh [S] knew the amulet had the
names of idols in it, so he took it out and refused to wear it. “I
am already protected by Allāh” he said to his nanny Halimah.
When the Holy Prophet [S] was 6 years old, his mother died too.
His grandfather continued to look after him, and he could see
that his grandson was very special and had a bright light shining
from his face all the time.
After 2 years, when he was 8 years old, his grandfather also left
this world. Before he died, ʿAbd al-Muṭṭalib asked one of his
sons, Abū Ṭālib (the father of Imām ʿAlī [A]) to look after him. In
this way, Rasūl Allāh [S] moved to the house of Abū Ṭālib and
began living with him. Abū Ṭālib and his wife Sayyidah Fāṭimah
bint al-Asad were poor but they loved the Holy Prophet [S] more
than even their own children. Sometimes when there was very
little food in the house, they would feed the Holy Prophet [S]
first and then their own children. In this way, Rasūl Allāh [S]
never felt like he was an orphan.
When the Holy Prophet [S] grew up to be a young man, even
though the people of Makkah worshipped idols and did many
bad things, they knew he was different. They used to call him “al
-Ṣādiq” which means “The truthful one” and “al-Amīn” meaning
“The trustworthy”. This is because he never told a lie and everyone always trusted him.
Rasūl Allāh [S] always protected the weak and loved to help the
poor and he never worshipped idols like others.

Summary questions
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

When was Rasūl Allāh [S] born? Where was he born?
Who are his parents?
Who was his nanny when he was a baby?
Why was he known as al-Ṣādiq and al-Amīn?
How was Rasūl Allāh [S] related to Abū Ṭālib?

Did you know?
The year that Rasūl Allāh
[S] was born is known as
ʿĀm al-Fīl. This is the year
when Abrahah wanted to
attack the Kaʿbah. He came
to Makkah with his army
on elephants. Allāh [SWT]
sent a flock of birds with
pebbles in their beaks and
claws. They threw these
pebbles on Abrahah and
his army. All his men and
elephants were killed and
the Kaʿbah was safe.

Key points
1) Rasūl Allāh [S] was
born on 17th Rabīʿ alAwwal in “The Year of the
Elephant”.
2) He was born an orphan
because his father died
before his birth.
3) He grew up in the desert
with his nanny Halimah.
4) Abū Ṭālib raised Rasūl
Allāh [S] and loved him
more than his own children.
5) He was called al-Ṣādiq
and al-Amīn because he
was always truthful and
trustworthy.

THE MAʿṢŪMĪN
Learning objectives
1. What does maʿṣūm
mean?
2. Who are the
maʿṣūmīn?
3. Learn the names of the
14 maʿṣūmīn.

Who are the maʿṣūmīn?
The 12 Aʾimmah [A] and Sayyidah Fāṭimah al-Zahrah [A] are the
family of Rasūl Allāh [S]. They are called the Ahl al-Bayt of Rasūl
Allāh [S].
The 14 fourteen maʿṣūmīn [A] are:
 Prophet Muḥammad [S]
 Sayyidah Fāṭimah al-Zahrah [A]
 The 12 Aʾimmah [A]
The word maʿṣūmīn is the plural of the Arabic word maʿṣūm. A
maʿṣūm is someone who does not commit any sins.

Did you know?
Allāh [SWT] created the
nūr (light) of Rasūl Allāh [S]
and Imām ʿAlī [A] before
creating everything else.
This nūr was passed down
from Imām ʿAlī [A] and Sayyidah Fāṭimah [A] to the
other 11 Aʾimmah [A].

Allāh [SWT] refers to the family of Rasūl Allāh [S] as Ahl al-Bayt
in the Qurʾān:

ِ ِ
ِ الر ْجس أ َْهل الْب ْي
ت
َ َ َ ِّ ب َع ْن ُك ُم
َ إِنَّ َما يُ ِري ُد اللَّهُ ليُ ْذه
َويُطَ ِّه َرُك ْم تَطْ ِه ًيرا

Indeed Allāh desires to repel all impurity from you,
O People of the Household,
and purify you with a thorough purification. [33:33]
This verse is known as āyat al-taṭhīr because it teaches us that
Allāh [SWT] has purified the maʿṣūmīn, so they are pure and
sinless.
Rasūl Allāh [S] is the last and the best of Allāh [SWT]’s Prophets.
When he was returning from his final Ḥajj, Allāh [SWT] asked
him to appoint Imām ʿAlī [A] to become the leader of the Muslims after his death.

Activity
You will notice that
we write [A] after the
names of any of the
Aʾimmah
and
Anbiyāʾ. What does it stand
for? What does [S] stand
for after the name of Rasūl
Allāh?

Imām ʿAlī [A] is our first Imām, and Imām al-Mahdī [A] is our
12th and last Imām. He is still alive and in ghaybah. He will reappear when Allāh [SWT] commands him to do so.
Whenever we say or hear the name of Imām al-Mahdī, we
should say:
ʿAjjal Allāh farajahu
May Allāh [SWT] hasten his re-appearance
Whenever we hear his name, we should stand up and put our
hand on our head to show respect for him.

The 14 maʿṣūmīn [A]
Nabī Muḥammad [S]
Titles: Rasūl Allāh , al-Muṣṭafā and Aḥmad
th
Wilādah: 17 Rabīʿ al-Awwal in Makkah
th
Wafāt: 28 Safar in Madinah and buried in

Masjid al-Nabawī

Sayyida Fātima Az-Zahra (a)
 She is the daughter of Rasulullāh (s) , the wife

of Imām Ali (a) and the mother of the Imāms
Hasan and Husayn (a)
 She was born in Makkah and died in Madinah

Imām Husayn (a)
 Titles: Sayyid al-Shuhada and Aba ‘Abdillah
 Wiladah: 3rd Sha’ban in Madinah
 Shahadah: He was killed in Karbala on 10th

Muharram (Ashura)

Imām Muhammad al-Baqir (a)
 He

was present in Karbala when his
grandfather Imām Husayn (a) was killed
 He was born in Madinah and also died in
Madinah. He is buried in Jannat al-Baqi

Imām Musa al-Kadhim (a)
 He was born in Abwa (near Madinah).
 He was very calm and patient and did not get

angry easily
 He was poisoned and died in Kadhmain, Iraq

Imām Muhammad al-Taki (a)
 He was born in Madinah and died in Kadhmain
 He became Imām at the age of 8. Even at this

young age, he was the most knowledgeable
person of his time

Imām Hasan al-Askari (a)
 He was born in Madinah
 He was poisoned and died in Samarrah
 He spent a lot of his life imprisoned by the

Abbasid caliphs

Imām ʿAlī [A]
 His title is Amīr al-Muʾminīn
 Wilādah: 13th Rajab in the Ka’bah in Makkah
 Wafāt: 21st Ramadan in Masjid al-Kufa and

buried in Najaf

Imām Hasan al-Mujtaba (a)
 He is the 2nd Imām
 Wiladah: 15th Ramadhan in Madinah
 Wafāt: He was poisoned and died on 2nd Sa-

far. He is buried in Madinah

Imām Ali ibn al-Husayn (a)
 He is famously known as Zain al-Abidin
 He was born in Madinah and also died in

Madinah. He is buried in Jannat al-Baqi
 He wrote Sahifa al-Sajjadiyyah (book of dua)

Imām Ja’far As-Sādiq (a)
 We are named Ja’fari shi’a. The term Ja’fari is

derived from his name.
 He was born and died in Madinah, and is

buried in Jannat al-Baqi

Imām Ali al-Rida (a)
 He was born in Madinah and died in Mashad
 He is also known as Imām Zamin. When we go

on a journey, we pray to Allāh through his
wasila to keep us safe

Imām Ali an-Naqi (a)
 Born in Madinah
 Like his father, he became an Imām at the age

of 8.
 He was poisoned and died in Samarrah

Imām al-Mahdi (a)
 He is our living Imām
 Wiladah: 15th Sha’ban 255 AH
 He is in ghaibah and will reappear to make the

world a peaceful place

PEOPLE IN FOCUS
Ancestors of Rasūl Allāh [S]

Learning objectives

Rasūl Allāh [S]’s ancestors can be traced back to Nabī Ibrāhīm
[A]. They followed the religion (dīn) of Nabī Ibrāhīm [A] and
never worshipped idols.

1. Who are the ancestors
of Rasūl Allāh [S]?
2. Why is the family of
Rasūl Allāh [S] known
as Banū Hāshim?
3. Who are the Banū
Umayyah?

Ancestor Nabī Ibrāhīm [A]
Ancestor Nabī Ismāʿīl [A]

Great-grandfather

Hāshim
Grandfather ʿAbd al-Muṭṭalib

Father

Mother

ʿAbd Allāh

Āminah bint al-Wahab

Uncle Abū Ṭālib

Wife

Rasūl Allāh [S]

Sayyidah Khadījah

Cousin & Son-in-Law

Daughter

Imām ʿAlī [A]

Sayyidah Fāṭimah [A]

Grandson

Grandson

Imām al-Ḥasan [A]

Imām al-Ḥusayn [A]
Great-grandchildren

The remaining 9 Aʾimmah [A]

Hāshim
Hāshim was the father of ʿAbd al-Muṭṭalib, who was the father
of ʿAbd Allāh, the father of the Holy Prophet [S]. So Hāshim was
the great-grandfather of Holy Prophet [S]. He was a very wise
and generous man. Once there was a great famine in Arabia.
Hāshim could not bear to see his people starving, so he used all
his wealth to feed them by sacrificing his camels and purchasing
flour for bread. He did this until the famine was over.

Hāshim also made sure that thieves would not attack the people
who travelled to and from Makkah for trade. He convinced the
thieves that if they stop attacking people on the road, they could
also buy the goods at a reasonable price. And so people used to
bring things to sell in Makkah and take things from Makkah to
sell in their own countries such as Syria, Yemen, Ethiopia and
Iran. Soon the tribe of Quraysh in Makkah became rich and
powerful. Makkah itself became a centre of trade.
Hāshim was also the leader of the Quraysh tribe and of the city
of Makkah. He had inherited this from his father ʿAbd Manāf and
his grandfather Qusay.
Qusay was a wise man. He was the leader of Makkah in his time,
and in charge of the keys to the Kaʿbah. He used to feed the
pilgrims, give them water, and was the commander of the
Quraysh during war.
Hāshim had a twin brother called ʿAbd al-Shams. He had a son
called Umayyah, who was very jealous of his uncle Hāshim.
Umayyah tried hard to make people like him by giving them
gifts. However, Hāshim continued to attract the hearts of the
people by his kindness and good actions.

Did you know?
In the time of ʿAbd alMuṭṭalib (Rasūl Allāh’s
grandfather), people only
knew that the well of
Zamzam had existed, but
nobody knew where it was
anymore. One day, ʿAbd alMuṭṭalib saw in his dream
where the well was located. After four days of
digging at that location,
they found the well.

Key points
1) Rasūl Allāh [S] was
from the tribe of
Quraysh.
2) He was a descendant of
Nabī Ibrāhīm [A].
3) His father was ʿAbd Allāh, son of ʿAbd alMuṭṭalib, son of Hāshim.
Rasūl Allāh [S] was therefore the great grandson of
Hāshim. This is why his
family is known as the
Banū Hāshim.
4) Rasūl Allāh [S] direct ancestors never worshipped
idols.

PEOPLE IN FOCUS
Banū Hāshim and Banū Umayyah
Finally, Umayyah openly challenged his uncle
for the leadership of the Quraysh. He wanted
them both to go to a wise man and let him
decide between them.

Muʿāwiyah used to bribed people to
turn against the Ahl al-Bayt

Hāshim agreed on two conditions. He said that
the loser should sacrifice 100 camels to feed
the pilgrims in the Hajj season, and also leave
Makkah for 10 years. Umayyah agreed to
these conditions.
When the wise man saw and heard the two
men, he immediately said that Hāshim was
more fit to rule, and so Umayyah was forced
to leave Makkah. He spent 10 years in Syria.
Ever since that day the Banū Umayyah (the
children of Umayyah) became the enemies of
the Banū Hāshim.
Abū Sufyān, Muʿāwiyah and Yazīd are all
descendants of Umayyah and therefore Banū
Umayyah.
Muʿāwiyah killed many companions
(saḥābah) of Rasūl Allāh [S] and those who
loved and followed the Ahl al-Bayt
Rasūl Allāh [S], Imām ʿAlī [A] and all
of the Ahl al-Bayt are descendants
of Hāshim and therefore Banū
Hāshim.

Sons of ʿAbd al-Muṭṭalib
ʿAbd al-Muṭṭalib had 10 sons. The most famous among them are:
ʿAbd Allāh Abū Ṭalib Hamzah ʿAbbās
Abū Lahab -

The father of the Holy Prophet [S]
The father of Imām ʿAlī [A] and guardian
of Holy Prophet [S]
Uncle of Holy Prophet [S]
Uncle of Holy Prophet [S]
He was an enemy of Islam

Did you know?
ʿAbd al-Muṭṭalib was Rasūl
Allāh [S]’s grandfather. He
lived up to the age of 82.
He was known as Sayyid al
-Baṭḥāʾ, which means “the
Chief of Makkah”.

Hamzah and ʿAbbās supported the Holy Prophet [S]. Hamzah
was killed in the Battle of Uḥud while defending Islam.
Abū Lahab always hated the Holy Prophet [S] and tried to harm
him. Allāh [SWT] has cursed Abū Lahab and his evil wife in the
Qurʾān in sūrat al-Lahab (sūrah no. 111):

ِ الرِح
يم
َّ الر ْح ٰم ِن
َّ بِ ْس ِم اللَّ ِه

In the name of Allāh, the Beneficent, the Merciful

ب
َّ َت يَ َدا أَبِي لَ َهب َوت
ْ َّتَ ب

Perish the hands of Abu Lahab, be ruined! May he be ruined too!

ب
َس
َ َما أَ ْغنَ ٰى َع ْنهُ َمالُهُ َوَما َك

Neither his wealth availed him, nor what he had earned.

ات لَ َهب
َ َارا ذ
ْ ََسي
ً َصلَ ٰى ن

Soon he will enter the blazing fire,

ِ َْحط
ب
َ َو ْام َرأَتُهُ َح َّمالَةَ ال

and his wife [too], the firewood carrier,

ِ
ِ ِ ِ
سد
َ في جيد َها َح ْب ٌل م ْن َم

with a rope of palm fibre around her neck.

Summary questions
1.
2.
3.
4.

What is the name of Rasūl Allāh [S] family?
Who are Rasūl Allāh [S]’s father, grandfather and great
grandfather?
Who was Hāshim?
How are the Banū Umayyah related to the Banū Hāshim?

Key points
1) Rasūl Allāh [S]’s
family are the descendants
of Hāshim, and are called
Banū Hāshim.
2) Hāshim had a twin
brother called ʿAbd alShams, who had a son
called Umayyah.
3) The Banū Umayyah (the
Family of Umayyah) e.g.
Muʿāwiyah and Yazīd were
enemies of the Banū
Hāshim.
4) Rasūl Allāh [S] had many
uncles, some of whom
supported him (e.g. Abū
Ṭālib and Hamzah), and
others who opposed him
(e.g. Abū Lahab).

TĀRĪKH AND THE QURʾĀN
Learning objectives
1. What is Ām al-Fīl?
2. Who was Abrahah?
Why did be want to destroy the Kaʿbah.
3. How was the Kaʿbah
saved from destruction?
4. Sūrat al-Fīl describes
this story in the Qurʾān.

Ām al-Fīl
During the time of ʿAbd al-Muṭṭalib, the king of Yemen marched
with his army towards Makkah to destroy the Kaʿbah. He was
very jealous of the Kaʿbah and wanted to build a big temple in
Yemen so that people would go to Yemen for Ḥajj instead of
Makkah.
The King of Yemen was called Abrahah. He had many elephants,
so he took all his army and his elephants, and marched to
Makkah.
When King Abrahah and his army reached Makkah, he took away
many camels that belonged to ʿAbd al-Muṭṭalib. ʿAbd al-Muṭṭalib
went to meet him and told the King to return his camels.
Abrahah was very surprised and said:
“I have come to destroy the Kaʿbah. You are the Chief of
Makkah, and you are worried about your camels?”
ʿAbd al-Muṭṭalib was a wise man. He replied:
“The camels belong to me. So I have to protect them. The
Kaʿbah too has an owner (Allāh [SWT]). He will protect it.”
Abrahah laughed at ʿAbd al-Muṭṭalib and gave him his camels
back. Then he ordered his army to go into Makkah with their
elephants and destroy the Kaʿbah. ʿAbd al-Muṭṭalib prayed to
Allāh [SWT] to save the Kaʿbah.

Activity
Recite sūrat al-Fīl
in turns. What number is
it in the Qurʾān? How many
verses does it have? Where
was it revealed? What do
the verses mean?

The Arabs of Makkah had never seen elephants. They were
scared to see a whole army of them. However, Allāh [SWT] sent
a huge flock of small birds with stones in their beaks and feet.
The birds began throwing the stones on the elephants and on
the army, and soon the whole army was destroyed. King Abrahah tried to run away, but he also died on the way back to
Yemen. The Kaʿbah was saved.
From that time onwards, everyone called that year, “The Year of
the Elephant” (Ām al-Fīl). ʿAbd al-Muṭṭalib thanked Allāh [SWT]
for saving the Kaʿbah and Makkah from the evil King Abrahah.

Did you know?
The story of the elephant
has been mentioned in the
Qurʾān in sūrat al-Fīl.
The Holy Prophet [S] was
born in Ām al-Fīl.

Key points
1) Abrahah was the
king of Yemen. He was
jealous of the Kaʿbah and
wanted to destroy it so that
no one would go to Makkah
for pilgrimage.
2) He brought a large army
of elephants to destroy the
Kaʿbah.

Summary questions
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Why was Abrahah jealous of the Kaʿbah?
What animals did he bring to destroy the Kaʿbah?
What did ʿAbd al-Muṭṭalib say to Abrahab when he went to
get his camels?
How did Allāh [SWT] save the Kaʿbah?
Which famous personality was born that year?

3) Allāh [SWT] sent a flock of
birds with stones in their
beaks and claws. They threw
the stones on Abrahah’s
army, killing everyone.

PAVING THE WAY...
Learning objectives
1. Why is it important to
know the Imām of our
time?
2. Who is Imām al-Mahdī?
3. What does ghaybah
mean?

Knowing the Imām of our time
Imām al-Mahdi [A] is the Imām of our time. He was born on Friday 15th Shaʿbān 255AH. He is the 12th and last Imām of Islam
from the Ahl al-Bayt of the Holy Prophet [S]. Allāh [SWT] has
blessed him with a very long life. He is currently in ghaybah, so
we cannot see him. When Allāh [SWT] wills, he will re-appear
and spread peace and justice on earth.
His name is Muḥammad – the same as the name of the Holy
Prophet [S] – but he is never referred to by his own name.
Instead, we call him by his titles. He has many titles, some of
which are:
 al-Mahdī (the one guided by Allāh)
 al-Qāʾim (the one who will rise to establish justice)
 al-Ḥujjah (the proof of Allāh)

Why is it important to know the Imām of our time?
Our Aʾimmah [A] are our guides. They have been appointed by
Allāh [SWT] to guide us to the right path. Allāh [SWT] has given
them all the knowledge about Islam, so they are the best teachers of religion. This is why it is very important to know all the
Aʾimmah [A] and follow their teachings.
It is also more important to know the Imām of our time. He is
Allāh [SWT]’s ḥujjah on earth, and all of Allāh [SWT]’s blessings
come to us through him. We should always pray for his safety
and re-appearance, so that we can be with him and serve him.
Rasūl Allāh [S] said:
“One who dies without knowing the Imām of his time dies the
death of Jāhiliyyah.”
Jāhiliyyah refers to the period of ignorance. This was the time
before Islam when people in Arabia worshipped idols.

Activity
Write a letter to
Imām al-Mahdī [A].
What would you like to tell
him in this letter?

Did you know?

What is ghaybah?
After the death of his father, the 12th Imām went into ghaybah.
This means that he disappeared, and people could not see him.
However, his close companions could communicate with him
through his representatives, who were in contact with him. These
representatives became a link between the Imām and his followers. This ghaybah lasted 69 years, and is known as the “minor
occultation” (ghaybat al-sughrā).
At the end of ghaybat al-sughrā, Imām al-Mahdī [A] went into
the “major occultation”, called “ghaybat al-kubrā”. This ghaybah has lasted until today. In the major ghaybah, the Imām has
not appointed any direct representatives. He has asked us to follow those who are knowledgeable in religion, and he continues
to guide us even though we cannot see him.
Ghaybat alSughrā

260 AH - 328 AH

The Imām appointed 4 representatives one after the other

Ghaybat al-Kubrā 328 AH - present

The Imām has not appointed
any direct representative

Imām al-Mahdī [A] goes for
Ḥajj every year, and meets
his true followers.
Imām [A] is in ghaybah,
which means that although
we may see him, we do not
recognise him.

Key points
1) Imām al-Mahdī [A]
was born on 15th
Sha’ban 255 AH

The last representative of the Imām was ʿAlī ibn Muḥammad alSammarī. 6 days before he died, he received a letter from the Imām
telling him to inform the Shī’āhs that that the Imām would not appoint
any representative after him, and that ghaybat al-kubrā had begun.

Summary questions
1.
2.
3.

Can you list any 3 titles of our 12th Imām with their meanings?
What did Rasūl Allāh [S] say about knowing the Imām of
our time?
What are the two periods of ghaybah?

2) His name is the same as
Rasūl Allāh [S], but we refer to him using his titles.
3) Rasūl Allāh [S] said that
one who dies without
knowing the Imām of his
time dies the death of Jāhiliyyah
4) Imām al-Mahdī [A] is in
ghaybah and will reappear
when Allāh [SWT] wills.

