TĀRĪKH

Class 10

QĪṢAṢ AL-ANBIYĀʾ
Learning objectives
1. Who were the Banū
Isrāʾīl? How did they
come to Egypt?
2. Who was Firʿawn?
3. The birth of Nabī Mūsā
[A]
4. Nabī Mūsā [A] meets
Nabī Shuʿayb [A]

Do you remember?
Nabī Yaʿqūb [A] was also
known as Isrāʾīl, and his descendants were called Banū
Isrāʾīl (The children of Isrāʾīl).
Nabī Yaʿqūb [A] lived in Palestine He had 12 sons, one of
the youngest son was Nabī
Yūsuf [A].
Nabī Yūsuf [A] was thrown
into a well by his brothers. He
was then rescued and taken
to Egypt, where he eventually
became the governor.

Activity
Read the translation
of verses 20: 17 - 36.
State two miracles that Allāh
[SWT] gave to Nabī Mūsā [A],
and two instructions that were
given to him.

The birth of Nabī Mūsā [A]
Many years after Nabī Yūsuf [A] passed away, Egypt was ruled by
the Pharaohs. During this period, many of the people living in Egypt
were not originally Egyptian. They were the descendants of Nabī
Yaʿqūb [A], and had settled in Egypt after Nabī Yūsuf [A] became
governor of Egypt. They were called Banū Isrāʾīl (the Children of
Isrāʾīl).
Firʿawn enslaved the Banū Isrāʾīl so that they would never become
powerful. He made them work very hard, and they lived in poor
conditions. Their population had increased to such an extent that
they outnumbered the Egyptians, and Firʿawn was worried they
would overthrow him.
The Banū Isrāʾīl believed that one day a boy would be born who
would save them and destroy Firʿawn. Firʿawn therefore ordered
his soldiers to kill any baby boy born amongst
the Banū Isrāʾīl.
The child that the Banū Isrāʾīl were waiting for
was Nabī Mūsā [A]. When Nabī Mūsā [A] was
born, his mother placed him in a basket and
put the basket in the river Nile to save him
from being killed by Firʿawn. The basket floated down the river and was washed ashore at
Firʿawn’s palace. Firʿawn’s wife Āsiyah saw the
baby boy in the basket and begged Firʿawn to let her keep him, as
she had no children of her own.
Word then spread round that Lady Āsiyah was looking for a nanny
to nurse the baby boy. When Nabī Mūsā’s mother heard this, she
came to the palace and asked to be employed as a nanny, and
through Allāh’s will, Nabī Mūsā [A] was reunited with his mother.
Nabī Mūsā [A] grew up into a strong
young man. He always tried to help the
Banū Isrāʾīl, who were treated very harshly by Firʿawn. One day, he saw an Egyptian beating a slave from the Banū Isrāʾīl.
Nabī Mūsā [A] tried to stop the Egyptian
but he wouldn’t listen, so he punched the
Egyptian, who fell down and died. When Firʿawn heard about this
incident, he was very angry. He could not tolerate anyone killing an
Egyptian to defend the Banū Isrāʾīl, who were his slaves. He ordered his soldiers to arrest Nabī Mūsā [A]. Nabī Mūsā [A] fled Egypt
to escape Firʿawn and travelled to Madyan.

Nabī Mūsā [A] meets Nabī Shuʿayb [A]

Did you know?

When Nabī Mūsā [A] arrived in Madyan, he
came across a water hole where the shepherds had brought their livestock for water.
He noticed that there were some ladies who
had also brought their animals but could not
get to the water hole. He therefore helped
them water their animals. When they found out that he was new in
town and had nowhere to go, they invited him to their home. Nabī
Mūsā [A] followed them to their house, where he met their father,
Nabī Shuʿayb [A].

Lady Āsiyah, the wife
of Firʿawn, together with
Sayyidah Maryam (mother
of Nabī ʿĪsā), Sayyidah
Khadījah (wife of Rasūl
Allāh) and Sayyidah Faṭimah al-Zahrāʾ [A] are the
four foremost women of
paradise.

Nabī Shuʿayb [A] was impressed with Nabī
Mūsā’s character, and invited him to stay.
Nabī Mūsā [A] asked for one of Nabī
Shuʿayb’s daughters in marriage, and in
return, he would work for Nabī Shuʿayb [A]
for ten years.
After ten years had passed, he left Madyan
with his family, and started travelling
through the desert back to Egypt. On the
way, it was very cold one night, and Nabī
Mūsā [A] saw a fire in the distance. He asked
his family to wait, while he went to fetch
some fire to keep them warm.

Key points
1) The Banū Isrāʾīl
were the descendants of
Nabī Yaʿqūb [A].They were
from Palestine and had
settled in Egypt after Nabī
Yūsuf [A] became governor.

2) Firʿawn and the Egyptians treated the Banū
As he got closer to the fire, he noticed that the flames were coming Isrāʾīl very harshly, and
from a burning bush, but the bush was not on fire! He then heard a killed their baby boys.
voice saying:
3) When Nabī Mūsā [A] was
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from being killed by
...‘O Moses! Indeed I am your Lord! So take off your sandals.
Firʿawn.
You are indeed in the sacred valley of Ṭuwā.
I have chosen you; so listen to what is revealed. [20:11-13]
4) Nabī Mūsā [A] grew up
This was the start of Nabī Mūsā’s mission to guide Firʿawn and his
people.

Summary questions
1. Who were the Banū Isrāʾīl?
2. How did Nabī Mūsā [A] end up in Firʿawn’s palace?
3. Why did he have to leave Egypt and go to Madyan?
4. Who did he meet in Madyan? Why did he have to stay there for
ten years?
5. What did Allāh [SWT] say to him from the burning bush?

in Firʿawn’s palace but did
not like the way the Banū
Isrāʾīl were treated. One
day he tried to defend a
man who was being beaten. The cruel Egyptian was
killed in the scuffle, and
Nabī Mūsā [A] had to leave
Egypt for Madyan to save
his life.

QĪṢAṢ AL-ANBIYĀʾ
Learning objectives

Nabī Mūsā [A] and Nabī Hārūn [A]’s mission

When Allāh [SWT] spoke to Nabī Mūsā [A] at
1. Allāh [SWT] sends Nabī
the burning bush, He instructed him to go and
Mūsā [A] and Nabī
guide Firʿawn
Hārūn [A] to guide
Firʿawn and his people
ب إِلَ َٰى فِ ْر َع ْو َن إِنَّهُ طَغَ َٰى
2. Nabī Mūsā [A]’s miracles
ْ ا ْذ َه
3. Allāh [SWT] saves the
Go to Pharaoh. He has indeed rebelled. [20:24]
Banū Isrāʾīl from Firʿawn
Nabī Mūsā [A] asked Allāh [SWT] to appoint his
brother Hārūn [A] to assist him in this mission.
Nabī Mūsā [A] and Nabī Hārūn [A] then went
together to Egypt to guide Firʿawn and the
Egyptians. When they reached Firʿawn’s palace, Nabī Mūsā [A] said
to him:

Duʿāʾ
When Nabī Mūsā [A] spoke to
Allāh [SWT] through the burning
bush, he asked this duʿāʾ:

ِ
ص ْد ِري
ِّ َر
َ ب ا ْش َر ْح لي
س ْر لِي أ َْم ِري
ِّ ََوي
ِ ِ
سانِي
ْ َو
َ احلُ ْل ُع ْق َد ًة م ْن ل
يَ ْف َق ُهوا قَ ْولِي

ِ
ٌ وس َٰى يَا فِ ْر َع ْو ُن إِنِّي َر ُس
ين
َ ََوق
ِّ ول ِم ْن َر
َ ال ُم
َ ب ال َْعالَم
Moses said, "O Pharaoh, I am indeed an apostle
from the Lord of all the worlds." [7:104]

ِ ت بِآي ٍة فَأ
ِ َ ال إِ ْن ُك ْن
ت ِم َن
َ َق
َ ْت بِ َها إِ ْن ُك ْن
َ َ ت ج ْئ
ِ ِ َّ
ين
َ الصادق

He (Firʿawn) said, "If you have brought a sign,
produce it, should you be truthful." [7:106]

Nabī Mūsā [A] then showed Firʿawn his miracles to prove he was inMy Lord! Open my chest for me. deed Allāh [SWT]’s Messenger. He threw his staff down and it beMake my affair easy for me.
came a snake. Then he took out his hand from his armpit and it was
Grant me clarity of speech.
shining bright. Firʿawn said, "this is only magic. It is not a miracle
So that they may
from Allāh. I am god."
understand my words.
[20:25-28]

Activity
Read verses
7:113 - 114.
What did the magicians
want from Firʿawn? How
did he respond to them?

Firʿawn called the best magicians in Egypt to challenge Nabī Mūsā
[A]. The magicians threw pieces of rope on the ground, and made
them appear as snakes through magic. Nabī Mūsā [A] then threw
his staff down and it became a huge snake and ate up all the pieces
of rope. The magicians were surprised to see this miracle. They knew
this was from Allāh [SWT] and it was not magic.

ِ
ارو َن
ِّ ين َر
ِّ آمنَّا بَِر
َ ب ُم
َ قَالُوا
ُ وس َٰى َو َه
َ ب ال َْعالَم

They said, "We have believed in the Lord of all the worlds,
the Lord of Mūsā and Hārūn." [7:121-122]
This made Firʿawn very angry, He threatened to cut their limbs if
they did not accept him as god, but the magicians refused to give up
their belief in Allāh [SWT], so he ordered his guards to kill them by
cutting off their limbs.

Nabī Mūsā [A] saves the Banū Isrāʾīl from Firʿawn

Did you know?

Allāh [SWT] then sent many punishments to Firʿawn and his people for rejecting Allāh [SWT]’s message even after clear proof had
come to them. There were locusts and lice and frogs everywhere,
and they started dying of disease. Their
water turned to blood, and so on.
Nabī Mūsā [A] gave Banū Isrāʾīl the good
news that they were no longer slaves and
it was time for them to be free. He gathered them all in the middle of the night
and they left Egypt.

Rasūl Allāh [S] said
on many occasions that
Allāh [SWT] had appointed
Imām ʿAlī [A] to assist him
just as he had appointed
Nabī Hārūn [A] to assist
Nabī Mūsā [A].

When Firʿawn woke up in the morning, he realized the Banū Isrāʾīl
had left and there were no slaves to do any work for him. He called
his soldiers and started following Nabī Mūsā [A] and the Banū
Isrāʾīl, determined to kill them all.
When Nabī Mūsā [A] and his people reached the sea, they were
stuck as they had no way of crossing over. Firʿawn’s army was fast
approaching, and the Banū Isrāʾīl were terrified. Nabī Mūsā [A] Key points
1) Allāh [SWT] sent
then miraculously parted the sea, and the Banū Isrāʾīl escaped.
Nabī Mūsā [A] to guide
Firʿawn was very proud. After seeing this wonderful miracle, inFirʿawn and his people.
stead of asking Allāh [SWT] to forgive
him, he decided he would still chase Nabī
2) Nabī Mūsā [A] asked
Mūsā [A] and the Banū Isrāʾīl and kill
Allāh [SWT] to appoint Nabī
them. He ordered everyone to go in and
Hārūn [A] to assist him in
follow the same path in the sea.
his mission.
When Firʿawn and his army reached the
middle of the sea, Nabī Mūsā [A], Nabī
Hārūn [A] and the Banū Isrāʾīl had finished crossing it. The parted waters of the
sea came together again, drowning
Firʿawn and his men.

3) Nabī Mūsā [A] told
Firʿawn to believe in Allāh
[SWT] but he refused, saying he was god.

4) Allāh [SWT] sent punishments to Firʿawn and his
As Firʿawn was drowning, he tried to save people, but they continued
himself by saying, "now I believe in Allāh, disbelieving
the Lord of Mūsā!" but it was too late now. He drowned and died
with the rest of his army. His body has been preserved for all to see 5) Allāh [SWT] then told
Nabī Mūsā [A] to lead the
that he was just a mortal like everyone else.
Banū Isrāʾīl out of Egypt.
Nabī Mūsā [A] parted the
Summary questions
sea to make way for them
1. Who did Nabī Mūsā [A] ask for to help him in his mission?
to escape.
2. What miracles did Nabī Mūsā [A] show Firʿawn?
3. Why did Firʿawn punish the magicians?
6) Firʿawn followed them,
4. What punishments did Allāh [SWT] send on Firʿawn and his peo- but the waters closed in in
ple for rejecting Allāh [SWT]’s message?
his
army
and
they
5. How did Firʿawn die?
drowned.

QĪṢAṢ AL-ANBIYĀʾ
Learning objectives

1. Tawrāh is revealed to Nabī Mūsā
[A]
2. Banū Isrāʾīl continue to
disobey Allāh [SWT]
and His prophets
3. Allāh [SWT] sends numerous prophets and
divine books to guide
the Banū Isrāʾīl.

Nabī Mūsā [A] receives the Tawrāh
Nabī Mūsā [A] and Nabī Hārūn [A] thanked Allāh [SWT] for saving
them from Firʿawn. Allāh [SWT] now told them to take the Banū Isrāʾīl
to a new land. He also asked Nabī Mūsā [A] to go up Mount Sinai to
receive a new divine book containing guidance for the Banū Isrāʾīl.
This Book was the Tawrāh.
Nabī Mūsā [A] told the Banū Isrāʾīl to wait at the foot of the mountain
for 30 days under the leadership of Nabī Hārūn [A] while he went up
to get the new laws from Allāh [SWT]. After 30 days, Allāh [SWT] told
Nabī Mūsā [A] to wait for 10 more days before returning to his people. Allāh [SWT] wanted to test the Banū Isrāʾīl.
In the meantime, a man amongst the Banū Isrāʾīl called Sāmirī told the
Banū Isrāʾīl that Nabī Mūsā [A] had lied to them and he was not going
to come back. He told them not to listen to Nabī Hārūn [A]. Instead he
made for them a calf out of gold and told them to start worshipping it.

Nabī Mūsā [A] tells the
Banū Isrāʾīl he is going to
Mount Sinai to bring the
Tawrāh for their guidance

Nabī Hārūn [A] tried to stop them but they would not listen to him.
When Nabī Mūsā [A] returned with the Tawrāh after 40 days, he was
shocked to see that the Banū Isrāʾīl had stopped worshipping Allāh
[SWT] and were now worshipping a golden calf. He told the Banū
Isrāʾīl to burn the golden calf and ask Allāh [SWT] for forgiveness.

ِ
ين لَْي لَةً ثُ َّم اتَّ َخ ْذتُ ُم ال ِْع ْج َل ِم ْن بَ ْع ِدهِ َوأَنْ تُ ْم ظَالِ ُمو َن
َ َوإِ ْذ َو
َ اع ْدنَا ُم
َ وس َٰى أ َْربَع
And when We made an appointment with Moses for forty nights, you
worshipped the calf in his absence, and you were wrongdoers. [2:51]

Nabī Mūsā [A] then led the Banū Isrāʾīl to the new land they were
promised, but they found other people living there as well and so refused to go there.
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"O my people, enter the Holy Land which Allāh has ordained for you,
and do not turn your backs or you will become losers." [5:21]

Activity
In small groups,
recite verse 2:61
and read its translation.
What 3 lessons can we
learn from this verse?

ِ
َّى يَ ْخ ُر ُجوا ِم ْن َها
َٰ ين َوإِنَّا لَ ْن نَ ْد ُخلَ َها َحت
َ قَالُوا يَا ُم
َ وس َٰى إِ َّن ف َيها قَ ْوًما َجبَّا ِر
ِ فَِإ ْن ي ْخرجوا ِم ْن ها فَِإنَّا د
اخلُو َن
َ
َ ُُ َ

They said, "O Moses, there are a tyrannical people in it. We will not
enter it until they leave it. But once they leave it, we will go in." [5:22]

Banū Isrāʾīl continue to disobey Allāh [SWT]

ۖوس َٰى إِنَّا لَ ْن نَ ْد ُخلَ َها أَبَ ًدا َما َد ُاموا فِ َيها
َ قَالُوا يَا ُم
ِ َك فَ َقاتََِل إِنَّا هاهنا ق
اع ُدو َن
َ ُّت َوَرب
َ ْب أَن
َُ َ
ْ فَا ْذ َه

They (Banū Isrāʾīl) said, "O Moses, we will never enter (the Holy
land) so long as (the other people) remain in it. Go ahead, you and
your Lord, and fight! We will be sitting right here." [5:24]

Did you know?
Nabī Mūsā [A] has
been given the title Kalīm
Allāh because he conversed
with Allāh [SWT] through
the burning bush.

What does this verse indicate about Banū Isrāʾīl’s attitude?
Allāh [SWT] then told Nabī Mūsā [A] to take the Banū Isrāʾīl to the
desert where they lived for another 40 years. Allāh [SWT] was very
kind to the Banū Isrāʾīl. Even in the desert, He would send food to Key points
1) After saving the
them from the heavens, but they kept disobeying Him.
Banū Isrāʾīl from Firʿawn,
After Nabī Mūsā [A] and Nabī Hārūn [A] died, Allāh [SWT] sent Allāh [SWT] called Nabī
many other Prophets to guide the Banū Isrāʾīl, including Nabī Mūsā [A] to Mount Sinai to
Dāwūd [A], Nabī Sulāyman [A], Nabī Zakariyyah [A], Nabī Yaḥyā [A], give him the Tawrāh.
and Nabī ʿĪsāʾ [A].
2) Before heading for
Allāh [SWT] also revealed other Books – the Zabūr to Nabī Dāwūd Mount Sinai, Nabī Mūsā [A]
[A] and the Injīl to Nabī ʿĪsāʾ [A] to guide the Banū Isrāʾīl. However, left the Banū Isrāʾīl under
many of them refused to accept Nabī ʿĪsāʾ [A] as Allāh [SWT]’s the guidance of Nabī Hārūn
Prophet.
[A].

ِ
ِ
يسى ابْ َن
ُّ ِاب َوقَ َّف ْي نَا ِم ْن بَ ْع ِدهِ ب
َ َوسى الْكت
َ َولََق ْد آتَ ْي نَا ُم
َ الر ُس ِلۖ َوآتَ ْي نَا ع
ِ َمريم الْب يِّ ن
َّ
ِ وح الْ ُق ُد
ٌ اء ُك ْم َر ُس
ول بِ َما ََل
ِ ات َوأَيَّ ْدنَاهُ بِ ُر
َ َ َْ َ
َ سۖ أَفَ ُكل َما َج
استَ ْكبَ ْرتُ ْم فَ َف ِري ًقا َك َّذبْ تُ ْم َوفَ ِري ًقا تَ ْقتُ لُو َن
ْ س ُك ُم
ُ تَ ْه َو َٰى أَنْ ُف
Certainly We gave Moses the Book, and followed him with the
apostles, and We gave Jesus, the son of Mary, manifest proofs,
and confirmed him with the Holy Spirit. Is it not that whenever an
apostle brought you (the Banū Isrāʾīl) that which was not to your
liking, you would act arrogantly; so you would question their
authority, and kill some of them? [2:87]

3) When Nabī Mūsā [A]
came back with the
Tawrāh, he saw Banū Isrāʾīl
worshipping a golden calf.
He told them to burn the
calf and ask Allāh [SWT] for
forgiveness.

Summary questions

4) He then led them to the
promised land, but they
refused to enter it because
other people were living
there as well. Allāh [SWT]
then made them live in the
desert for 40 years.

1. Why did Allāh [SWT] call Nabī Mūsā [A] to Mount Sinai?
2. Why did Allāh [SWT] ask Nabī Mūsā [A] to stay on the mountain
for 10 more days before returning to the Banū Isrāʾīl?
3. What did the Banū Isrāʾīl do in the absence of Nabī Mūsā [A]?
4. Why did the Banū Isrāʾīl refuse to enter the promised land?
5. Name any 5 Prophets Allāh [SWT] sent to guide the Banū Isrāʾīl.

5) Allāh [SWT] blessed the
Banū Isrāʾīl with many
bounties and sent many
prophets to guide them,
but they continued disobeying Allāh [SWT].

QĪṢAṢ AL-ANBIYĀʾ
Learning objectives
1. Who was Nabī Zakariyyah [A]?
2. Who was Nabī Yaḥyā
[A]?
3. Why is Nabī Yaḥyā [A]
closely associated with
Imām al-Ḥusayn [A]?

Nabī Zakariyyah [A]
Nabī Zakariyyah [A] was a descendent of Nabī Ibrāhim [A]. He was
sent to guide the Banū Isrāʾīl. He was loved and respected by his
people because of his humble and cheerful manner. He was in charge
of Bayt al-Muqaddas in Jerusalem, and preached the religion of Allāh
[SWT] from there. He guided the people according to the rules laid
down in the Tawrāh of Nabī Mūsā [A].
Nabī Zakariyyah [A] also looked after Sayyidah Maryam, mother of
Nabī ʿĪsāʾ [A]. Sayyidah Maryam was the daughter of Hannah, the sister of Nabī Zakariyyah’s wife. Sayyidah Hannah had made a vow to
dedicate her child to Bayt al-Muqaddas, the most sacred place of worship in Jerusalem. Nabī Zakariyyah [A] built a special room for her in
the compound of Bayt al-Muqaddas where she lived and worshipped
Allāh [SWT].

Nabī Zakariyyah [A] was an old man at the time, but had no children
of his own. After seeing how Allāh [SWT] had blessed Sayyidah Maryam, he felt very hopeful and prayed to Allāh [SWT] to bless him with
Nabī Zakariyyah [A] could not a child who would succeed him.
speak for 3 days and
communicated in gestures

Allāh [SWT] blessed Nabī
Zakariyyah [A] with a son
called Yaḥyā

Activity
Read verse 3:37
of the Qurʾān.
What conversation did
Nabī Zakariyyah [A] have
with Sayyidah Maryam?

ِ َ َّك ذُ ِّريَّةً طَيِّبةً إِن
ُّ يع
.الد َع ِاء
َ ََد َعا َزَك ِريَّا َربَّهُ ق
ِّ ال َر
َ ْب لِي ِم ْن لَ ُدن
َ
ُ ك َسم
ْ ب َه
ِ
ِ
ِ صلِّي فِي ال ِْم ْحر
َّ اب أ
ِّ ََن اللَّهَ يُب
ش ُر َك بِيَ ْحيَى
َ َفَ ن
َ ُادتْهُ ال َْمَلَئ َكةُ َو ُه َو قَائ ٌم ي
َ
ِ ِ َّ مص ِّدقًا بِ َكلِم ٍة ِمن اللَّ ِه وسيِّ ًدا وحصورا ونَبِيًّا ِمن
ين
َ ُ
ْ
ْ َ
َ الصالح
َ ً ُ ََ ََ
… Zakariyyah prayed to his Lord. He said, "My Lord! Grant me a good
offspring from You! Indeed You hear all supplications."
Then the angels called out to him as he stood praying in the miḥrāb:
"Allāh gives you good news of Yaḥyā…. (who will be) a leader and
chaste, a prophet, among the righteous." [3:38-39]

Nabī Zakariyyah [A] was surprised to hear this:

ِ ب أَنَّ َٰى ي ُكو ُن لِي غُ ََلم وقَ ْد ب لَغَنِي ال
ْۖكبَ ُر َو ْام َرأَتِي َعاقِ ٌر
َ َق
ِّ ال َر
َ
َ َ ٌَ
َ َق
َ َك اللَّهُ يَ ْف َع ُل َما ي
َ ِال َك ََٰذل
ُشاء

He said, "My Lord, how shall I have a son while old age has
overtaken me and my wife is barren?" He said, "So it is that Allāh does
whatever He wishes." [3:40]

َّۖاس ثَََلثَةَ أَيَّ ٍام إََِّل َرْم ًزا
َ َاج َع ْل لِي آيَةًۖ ق
َ َق
ِّ ال َر
َ ُال آيَت
ْ ب
َ ك أ َََّل تُ َكلِّ َم الن

He said, "My Lord, grant me a sign." He said, "Your sign is that you will
not speak to people for three days except in gestures." [3:41]
Nabī Zakariyyah [A] could not speak for three days. He was then
blessed with a son called Yaḥyā.

Nabī Yaḥyā [A]
Nabī Yaḥyā [A] was special. He was named by Allāh [SWT] before
he was born, when the angels gave his father Nabī Zakariyyah [A]
the good news of his birth. He was wise and knowledgeable from
childhood. He worshipped Allāh [SWT] a lot and was always kind to
his parents. He never spoke to them harshly.
Allāh [SWT] says in the Qurʾān:

 َوبَ ًّرا بَِوالِ َديْ ِه َولَ ْم.صبِيًّا َو َحنَانًا ِم ْن لَ ُدنَّا َوَزَكاةً َوَكا َن تَِقيًّا
َ ْح ْك َم
ُ َوآتَ ْي نَاهُ ال
ِ ي ُكن جبَّارا َع
ث َحيًّا
ُ وت َويَ ْوَم يُ ْب َع
ُ صيًّا َو َسَلَ ٌم َعلَْي ِه يَ ْوَم ُولِ َد َويَ ْوَم يَ ُم
ً َ ْ َ

Did you know?
In aḥādīth, Nabī
Yaḥyā [A] is compared to
Imām al-Ḥusayn [A] because both of them rose
against the tyrant ruler of
their time, both of them
were killed unjustly, both
of them were beheaded
and their heads were
brought on a tray before
the tyrant ruler of their
time.

…and We gave him (Yaḥyā) wisdom while still a child,
and kind-heartedness and purity from Us.
He was God-conscious, and good to his parents, and he was not
harsh or sinful. Peace be on him the day he was born,
and the day he dies and the day he is raised alive! [19:12-15]

Nabī Yaḥyā [A] was soft-hearted. Whenever he heard any mention
of the hell fire, he would start weeping and ask Allāh [SWT] to protect him from it. Nabī Yaḥyā [A] was also very brave. Not only did
he teach people to follow Allāh [SWT]’s commands, but when he
saw people sinning he did not hesitate to speak out and try to stop
them.
One day, Nabī Yaḥyā [A] found out that Herod, the King of Palestine, wanted to marry his own niece. Such a marriage was ḥarām
and forbidden in the Tawrāh. Nabī Yaḥyā [A] openly spoke out
against this marriage, and soon everyone in the country was talking about it.
The King’s niece was in favour of the marriage because she wanted
to become the Queen of Palestine. When she heard of Nabī
Yaḥyā's objection, she started hating him. Once, when the King was
drunk, she told him that if he wanted to marry her he would have
to kill Nabī Yaḥyā [A].

Key points
1) Nabī Zakariyyah [A]
was a descendent of Nabī
Ibrāhīm [A]. He was sent to
guide the Banū Isrāʾīl.
2) Allāh [SWT] blessed him
with a son in old age. His
son was Yaḥyā.

3) Nabī Yaḥyā [A] was very
The King issued an order to have Nabī Yaḥyā [A] killed. His head wise, knowledgeable, kind
was brought on a tray before the tyrant King, and because of this to his parents and Godconscious.
great sin, Palestine was attacked and the King was killed.

Summary questions
1. To which group of people did Allāh [SWT] send Nabī Zakariyyah?
2. How was Sayyidah Maryam, mother of Nabī ʿĪsāʾ [A], related to
Nabī Zakariyyah [A]?
3. Why was Nabī Yaḥyā [A] killed by the king of Palestine?

4) He was killed by king
Herod because he spoke
out against the king marrying his own niece, which
was against the laws of the
Tawrah.

RASŪL ĀLLĀH [S]
Learning objectives
1. Rasūl Allāh’s illness
2. Usāmah ibn Zayd’s expedition
3. The calamity of Thursday
4. Rasūl Allāh’s wafāt and
burial

Wafāt of Rasūl Allāh [S]
At the beginning of the month of Ṣafar 11 AH, Rasūl Allāh [S] fell ill.
Just then he also received news of a potential attack on Madina by
the Romans. Rasūl Allāh [S] therefore asked a young man named
Usāmah ibn Zayd to lead an army of Muslims against the Romans.
He specifically asked all the Muhājirūn, except for Imām ʿAlī [A], to
leave Madina and join Usāmah’s army. Usāmah set out and camped
at a place called Jurf, and everyone was asked to gather there
before departing for battle against the enemy.
Who were the Muhājirūn?
Some of the Muhājirūn refused to go and disobeyed the orders of
Rasūl Allāh [S] making up excuses such as Usāmah being too young
to lead them. Rasūl Allāh [S] was disappointed when he found out
that people were not setting out of Madina to join Usāmah.
As time passed, the health of Rasūl Allāh [S] worsened. On some
occasions, he was too ill to even walk on his own or go to the
masjid to lead the ṣalāh.
On the Thursday before he passed away, a large number of his
companions came to see him. Rasūl Allāh [S] said to his companions, "bring me a pen and paper that I may dictate something to
you so that you will never go astray after me." ʿUmar ibn al-Khaṭṭāb
said that Rasūl Allāh [S] was in a delirious state because of his illness. He said there was no need for Rasūl Allāh [S] to write anything as the Qurʾān was sufficient for the Muslims. Other companions who were present were upset to hear this. They insisted that
Rasūl Allāh [S] should be allowed to dictate his will. Rasūl Allāh [S]
was angered by the companions arguing. He asked them to leave
his room. This sad event is known as the calamity of Thursday.

Rasūl Allāh [S] passed away on Monday, 28th Ṣafar 11 AH at the
time of Ẓuhr. In his last moments, he was surrounded by the Ahl alBayt. Imām Ḥasan [A] and Imām al-Ḥusayn [A] hugged Rasūl Allāh
[S] as he lay on the bed with his head on the lap of Imām ʿAlī [A].
Activity
Sayyidah Fāṭimah al-Zahrāʾ [A] sat beside her father crying. At one
Read verses
point Rasūl Allāh [S] opened his eyes and whispered something to
4:80 and 53:3-4.
What are the key messages his daughter Sayyidah Fāṭimah [A] and she smiled. When she was
asked later why she smiled, she said her father had told her that
in these verses?
she would be the first one from his family to leave this world and
How can we interpret
the calamity of Thursday join him. Sayyidah Fāṭimah [A] passed away within three months
after Rasūl Allāh [S]’s wafāt.
in view of these verses?

Wafāt of Rasūl Allāh [S]

Did you know?

Allāh [SWT] has referred to Rasūl Allāh [S] in
the Qurʾān as the Bearer of
Good News (Bashīr), the
Warner (Nadhir), a Brilliant
Lamp of Guidance (Sirāj alBefore the burial of Rasūl Allāh [S], the Muslims came in small
Munīr) and a Mercy for the
numbers to pray over his body. Imām ʿAlī [A] told them no one
(Rahmatun
lil
would lead the ṣalāh in the presence of Rasūl Allāh [S] and every- Worlds
ʿĀlamin).
one prayed on their own.
Imām ʿAlī [A] personally carried out the funeral rites for Rasūl Allāh
[S]. He wept a lot over the loss of Rasūl Allāh [S] saying, "we have
suffered because of your loss, O beloved of our hearts! In losing
you, revelation from Allāh has been cut off from us! From Allāh we
come and to Him is our return!"

The grave of Rasūl Allāh [S] was dug in the exact same spot where
he passed away. Imām ʿAlī [A] went down into the grave of Rasūl
Allāh [S] first to receive his body as it was lowered into the grave.
There were less than 10 people for the washing and burial of Rasūl
Allāh [S]. Some prominent companions like Abū Bakr and ʿUmar
were absent from the funeral, and did not pray over the body of
Rasūl Allāh [S].
Rasūl Allāh [S] had lived all
his life in perfect submission
to Allāh [SWT]. His life was
blameless and his character
was unmatched. Allāh [SWT]
praised him in the Qurʾān saying:

ٍ ك لَ َعلى ُخلُ ٍق َع ِظ
يم
َ ََّوإِن

And indeed you possess a
mighty character. [68:4]

Summary questions
1. Why did Rasūl Allāh [S] ask Usāmah ibn Zayd to form an army?
2. What is the calamity of Thursday?
3. When did Rasūl Allāh [S] pass away?
4. Who performed his funeral rites (ghusl, kafan and burial)?
5. Where is Rasūl Allāh [S] buried?
6. State any four titles that Allāh [SWT] has used in the Qurʾān to
refer to Rasūl Allāh [S]

Key points
1) Rasūl Allāh [S] fell ill in
Ṣafar 11 AH and passed away in
the same month.
2) He received news of a potential attack on Madina by the
Romans,
and
appointed
Usāmah ibn Zayd to lead an
army to go and defend the
Islamic state. He commanded all
the muhājirūn to join Usāmah’s
army, but some prominent
companions refused to leave
Madina.
3) Rasūl Allāh [S] asked for pen
and paper to write some advice
for Muslims, but some of his
companions
argued
over
whether he should be allowed
to do this. Rasūl Allāh [S] was
angered by their behaviour. This
event is known as the calamity
of Thursday.
4) Rasūl Allāh [S] passed away
on 28th Ṣafar 11 AH. Imām ʿAlī
[A] performed his funeral rites,
and he was buried in the same
place where he passed away.

RASŪL ĀLLĀH [S]
Learning objectives
1. What happened at
Saqīfah Banū Sāʿīdah?
2. How did Abū Bakr become the first caliph?
3. How did Imām ʿAlī [A]
handle the situation?

The event of Saqīfah Banū Saʿīdah
As soon as Rasūl Allāh [S] passed away, some people gathered at a
place called Saqīfah Banū Sāʿīdah to discuss the leadership of the
Muslims. They ignored the various occasions on which Rasūl Allāh
[S] had declared Imām ʿAlī [A] as his successor, including the event
of Ghadīr just two months before he passed away.
In the meantime, Imām ʿAlī [A] was busy attending to the burial of
Rasūl Allāh [S]. Prominent companions like Abū Bakr and ʿUmar
found out that a discussion on the future of Islamic leadership was
taking place and immediately left to join the discussions at Saqīfah.
As a result, they never paid their last respects to Rasūl Allāh [S] nor
did they assist in his funeral rites or witness his burial.

At Saqīfah, the discussion became very heated. The Anṣār were
made up of two tribes: the Aws and the Khazraj. Each tribe wanted
a leader from themselves. Before Abū Bakr and ʿUmar had arrived
at Saqīfah, the Anṣār were leaning towards electing Saʿd ibn
Rasūl Allāh [S]
Ubāydah, the leader of the Khazraj tribe. Abū Bakr and ʿUmar ardeclared Imām ʿAlī [A] as gued with them that the successorship should belong to the Muhis successor at Ghadīr hājirūn because they were closer to Rasūl Allāh [S] by virtue of beKhumm, on the way back ing from his tribe (of Quraysh). They were also the first to accept
from his farewell ḥajj.
Islam.

Do you
remember?

The Anṣār argued that they had given shelter to Rasūl Allāh [S] and
the Muhājirūn during the hijrah, but Abū Bakr said that the rest of
the Arabs in Makkah and elsewhere will never accept any leader
who is not from the Quraysh. The Anṣār said that the only muhājir
they would accept as a leader would be Imām ʿAlī [A] (even though
he was not present at Saqīfah).
Imām ʿAlī [A] and the Banū Hāshim were not present nor were they
consulted because they were busy attending to the funeral of Rasūl
Allāh [S].

Activity
Do a role play
in class to depict
the events at
Saqīfah Banū Sāʿīdah.

Eventually, the arguments led to a choice between Saʿd ibn
Ubāydah and ʿUmar. At one point ʿUmar hit Saʿd physically and
threatened to kill him. As each group began shouting at each other,
there was total chaos. ʿUmar jumped forward and said to Abū Bakr,
"extend your hand!" and he pledged allegiance to him as the 1st
Caliph and successor to Rasūl Allāh [S]. The leader of the Aws tribe
of the Anṣār, in rivalry to the Khazraj, did the same and soon the
Khazraj had to do the same so as not to be isolated from the rest.
Saʿd ibn Ubāydah was deeply angered by this and left Madina for
Syria where he retired. Four years later, in 15 AH, he was murdered

Abū Bakr is chosen as the first caliph at Saqīfah

Did you know?

The day after Saqīfah, Abū Bakr came to the mosque of Rasūl Allāh Abū Bakr chose
[S] and everyone in Madina was forced to come and pay allegiance ʿUmar as his successor.
to him and accept him as the Caliph.
Imām ʿAlī [A] refused to do so and some of his family and compan- ʿUmar appointed a comions took shelter in his home to avoid giving allegiance to Abū mittee of six people and
Bakr. ʿUmar marched with a group of people to Imām ʿAlī’s home, asked them to choose one
from
amongst
set the door on fire and pushed it on Sayyidah Fāṭimah [A], who person
lost her unborn baby. Thereafter Imām ʿAlī [A] was tied in ropes themselves to become his
and taken to Masjid al-Nabawī. When Imām ʿAlī [A] still refused to successor. Through this
pay allegiance to Abū Bakr, he was finally left alone by Abū Bakr process, ʿUthmān became
the third caliph.
but the others were forced to pay allegiance.
Abū Sufyān, the father of Muʿāwiya and the archenemy of Rasūl
Allāh [S] saw this as an opportunity to divide the Muslims and
weaken them forever. He came to Imām ʿAlī [A] and offered to fill
the alleys and streets of Madina with horsemen to fight for Imām
ʿAlī’s right as Rasūl Allāh’s successor. Imām ʿAlī [A] could see
through Abū Sufyān’s intentions. He knew that Abū Sufyan was only doing this to gain power for himself, so he turned down the
offer.
It was to preserve Islam and the Muslim community that Imām ʿAlī
[A] kept silent and did not use force to fight for his right. He did Key points
however always say his right was usurped.
1) As soon as Rasūl
Allāh [S] passed away,
some people gathered at
Saqīfah Banū Sāʿīdahto select a new leader. They ignored Imām ʿAlī’s appointment as Rasūl Allāh’s successor.
2) When ʿUmar and Abū
Bakr heard about the gathering at Saqīfah they left
Rasūl Allāh’s funeral to join
the gathering.

Summary questions
1. Why did Abū Bakr and ʿUmar leave Rasūl Allāh’s funeral to go to
Saqīfah Banū Sāʿīdah?
2. Who did the Anṣār want as their leader?
3. Why were Imām ʿAlī [A] and the Banū Hāshim not present at
Saqīfah Banū Sāʿīdah?
4. Who was selected as the first caliph at Saqīfah?

3) Abū Bakr was selected at
Saqīfah to become the first
caliph, and everyone was
forced to pledge allegiance
to him.
4) Imām ʿAlī [A] refused to
accept Abū Bakr as caliph.

RASŪL ĀLLĀH [S]
Learning objectives Abū Bakr - The first caliph
1. A brief history of the
first three caliphs
2. The Riddah wars
3. The land of Fadak

After the wafāt of Rasūl Allāh [S], some Muslims gathered at Saqīfah
and chose Abū Bakr as their new leader. They then returned to Madina and forced everyone else to pledge allegiance to him.
Abū Bakr’s was from the tribe of Taym. He was 60 years old when he
became caliph. In his very first address to the Muslims, he ascended
the pulpit of Rasūl Allāh [S] and said:
“I have been placed in this position of authority, though I am averse to
it. By Allāh, I would have been pleased if any of you had taken it in my
place. If you expect me to act like Rasūl Allāh, then I cannot do it. He
was honoured and preserved from error by the Lord, while I am an
ordinary man, no better than any of you. When you see me following
the right path then obey me, and when you see me turning away from
it then set me aright. I have a devil that seizes me sometimes, and
when you see me enraged then avoid me because at that time you will
not be able to reason with me.”
Abū Bakr used to trade in cloth and was also a genealogist (i.e. he
knew the family trees of the Arabs, especially the Quraysh). After his
election, ʿUmar saw him going to the market to open his shop and
said, "Are you going to trade although you have been given the rule
over the Muslims?"
"How else shall I feed my family?" asked Abū Bakr. ʿUmar then took
him to Abū Ubaydah, the treasurer of the Bayt al-Māl (Public Treasury), who assigned him a yearly allowance.
When Abū Bakr was declared caliph, many tribes refused to accept
him and stopped paying taxes (zakāt) to the government. Abū Bakr
sent various commanders to the remote tribes to collect zakāt by
force. Those who refused to submit to the caliph were attacked and
made prisoners. These military exercises are known as the Riddah
Wars.

Activity
Abū Bakr also contested Sayyidah Fāṭimah's ownership of the land of
Fadak and took it away from her. It was given to Rasūl Allāh [S] after
Look at the
the Battle of Khaybar, and because it did not involve any battle, it
Map of the Middle East belonged to Rasūl Allāh [S]. He had given it to his daughter Fāṭimah
and North Africa.
[A] during his own lifetime. Sayyidah Fāṭimah [S] never forgave him
Can you locate the
for the way she had been treated. According to her will, Abū Bakr and
regions that came under ʿUmar were not allowed to attend her funeral.
Muslim control by the
end of ʿUmar’s reign?

ʿUmar ibn al-Khaṭṭāb - The second caliph

Did you know?

Abū Bakr died in 13 AH. He had ruled as caliph for 2 years. Before
dying he appointed ʿUmar ibn al-Khaṭṭāb to be his successor. In his
first address, ʿUmar said:
"O God! I am rough in temper, therefore soften me; and weak, so
strengthen me; and miserly, so make me generous."

Abū Bakr faced a
rebellion in Hadramawt
(Yemen) from Ashʿath b.
Qays, chief of the Banū Kindah. When he got hold of
Ashʿath, Abū Bakr did not
ʿUmar introduced new religious laws during his caliphate:
take any action against him
 He introduced the Tarāwiḥ prayer during the month of Ramaḍān. and allowed him to marry
 He made ḥarām the minor ḥajj (al-ʿumrah al-tamattuʿ) and the his sister Umm Farwah.
fixed term marriage (zawāj mutʿa) that Rasūl Allāh [S] had per- Ashʿath and Umm Farwah
mitted.
had a daughter called
 He reduced the takbīr in salāt al-mayyit from five to four.
Juʿdah who married Imām
 He removed ḥayya ʿala khayril ʿamal in aẓān and introduced the
Ḥasan [A] and then poiphrase al-ṣalātu khayrun min al-nawm in aẓān for ṣalāt al-fajr.
soned him.
During ʿUmar’s reign, Muslim territories expanded greatly as many
foreign lands were conquered, including Syria, Jordan, Jerusalem,
Key points
Egypt and Persia.
1) After Rasūl Allāh’s wafāt,
ʿUmar was quick tempered and impulsive in his rulings. Numerous some Muslims gathered at
incidents of wrong judgement are reported in his life. Imām ʿAlī [A] Saqīfah to choose a their
often intervened to give the right judgement. ʿUmar used to say, "If new leader. They selected
Abū Bakr as the first caliph.
it was not for ʿAlī, ʿUmar would have perished!"
ʿUmar had a rule that non-Arabs were
not allowed to enter Madina. However,
he relaxed this rule for Abū Luʾluʾah
who was not an Arab but a good carpenter, blacksmith and engraver. Abū
Lulu was heavily taxed for the privilege
of residing in Madina. Abū Luʾluʾah
asked ʿUmar to increase his personal
allowance but his request was turned
down. A few days later, Abū Luʾluʾah
stabbed ʿUmar. ʿUmar died of his wounds at the age of 63 in 23 AH.

Summary questions
1. Who appointed Abū Bakr to become caliph after Rasūl Allāh [S]?
2. State any 3 points from Abū Bakr’s first sermon to the Muslims
after he became caliph.
3. What is Fadak?
4. What are the Riddah wars?
5. What new religious laws did ʿUmar legislate during his caliphate?

2) Abū Bakr took away Fadak from Sayyidah Fāṭimah
[A] and waged the Riddah
wars.
3) Abū Bakr’s caliphate lasted 2 years. He appointed
ʿUmar ibn al-Khaṭṭāb to be
his successor.
4) ʿUmar introduced new
religious laws and vastly
expanded the Muslim empire during his caliphate.
5) He made many wrong
judgments and Imām ʿAlī
[A] often advised and guided him.
6) His caliphate lasted
about 10 years. He was
killed by Abū Luʾluʾah.

RASŪL ĀLLĀH [S]
Learning objectives ʿUmar appoints a shūrāh to select his successor
1. The shūrāh appointed
by ʿUmar to select his
successor
2. The caliphate of
Uthmān

When ʿUmar realised he would not survive after being stabbed by Abū
Luʾluʾah, he appointed a shūrāh (council) of six people. This council
included: Imām ʿAlī [A], ʿUthmān ibn ʿAffān, Zubayr ibn al-ʿAwwām,
ʿAbd al-Raḥmān ibn ʿAwf, Saʿd ibn Abī Waqqās and Talḥah ibn Ubayd
Allāh.
ʿUmar then asked these six people to stay at a place for 3 days and
not leave until they had elected one amongst themselves as caliph. He
also said that if three of them vote for one person and the remaining
two oppose them, they should be killed. If the group was equally divided into three each then the candidate selected by ʿAbd al-Raḥmān
ibn ʿAwf's should win the vote.
This was a clever plot by ʿUmar to ensure that Imām ʿAlī [A] would not
be given his right whilst making it look like a fair vote. This is because
ʿAbd al-Raḥmān ibn ʿAwf was married to ʿUthmān’s sister. He was not
popular enough to be accepted as Caliph himself but he would only
vote for his brother-in-law ʿUthmān. Saʿd ibn Abī Waqqās hated Imām
ʿAlī [A] and would never vote for him. Talḥah was not in Madina at the
time but he belonged to the tribe of Taym (same as Abū Bakr) – a
tribe opposed to the Banū Hāshim in general. The only person who
could vote for Imām ʿAlī [A] was Zubayr. Zubayr’s mother was Abū
Ṭālib's sister.

5

3

THE
SHŪRĀH
COUNCIL

2

6

1

4

Activity
Can you name
the 6 people appointed
by ʿUmar for the shūrāh
council to appoint his
successor?

At the shūrāh meeting, everyone present realised that Imām ʿAlī [A]
was the best person to lead the Muslims and offered him the caliphate on the condition that he agrees to follow the practices introduced by Abū Bakr and ʿUmar. Imām ʿAlī [A] refused to do so, saying
that he would only follow the Qurʾān and the practice of Rasūl Allāh
[S].
Then they offered the caliphate to ʿUthmān ibn ʿAffān with the same
condition. He readily agreed to the condition and was appointed as
the 3rd Caliph.
Among the six members of the shūrāh council, ʿUthmān was the only
one who had never been entrusted with leading even a minor expedition or a small group of the Muslim army: neither by Rasūl Allāh [S]
himself nor by the first two caliphs. He had no leadership qualities
whatsoever. He had a glaring lack of military prowess and was known
to flee from battles. Despite his weaknesses as a leader he was put
forward as a candidate only to counter and stop Imām ʿAlī [A] from
getting the khilāfah. This is because he was an ʿUmayyad and would
therefore have a strong backing of the Makkan aristocracy.

ʿUthmān ibn ʿAffān - The third caliph

Did you know?

ʿUthmān was the first
caliph to refer to himself as
khalīfat Allāh (The caliph of
Allāh [SWT]). Abū Bakr had
called himself as ‘the caliph
of Rasūl Allāh’. ʿUmar also
used this title initially, but
then used the title of ‘Amīr
During the Caliphate of ʿUthmān, conquests were extended be- al-Muʾminīn’, a title that
yond Egypt in the East and as far as Morocco in the West. The new had been given to Imām
ʿAlī [A] by Rasūl Allāh [S].
territory brought in a lot of wealth for the caliph.
When ʿUthmān became caliph, he realised his unpreparedness but
he had strong backing from the Quraysh. He therefore let his
family run the show. In no caliph’s life is nepotism so widely
acknowledged by historians, as in the caliphate of ʿUthmān. From
the first day of his rule, he began systematically replacing the governors of the major provinces with his own relatives from the Banī
ʿUmayyah.

The greatest grievances the Muslims had against ʿUthmān were his
ill-treatment of the ṣaḥābah and the squandering of the Muslim
wealth. While they suffered in poverty, ʿUthmān’s relatives built
palaces for themselves and treated the Muslim treasury as their
personal property. Thousands of dirhams were given by ʿUthmān
to his family members. When ʿAmmār bin Yāsir, a great companion
of Rasūl Allāh [S], spoke out against ʿUthmān, he was severely
beaten by ʿUthmān’s men. Abū Dharr, another great companion of
Rasūl Allāh [S] who opposed ʿUthmān, was banished by him to the
desert, where he was forced to live alone and die in isolation.
Eventually, the Muslims were fed up of ʿUthmān’s injustices. A
group of about 10,000 Muslims from Egypt, Kūfah and Baṣrah surrounded his palace in Madina, demanding him to come out. This
siege lasted 40 days, and no food or water was allowed into the
palace. Imām ʿAlī [A] tried to help diffuse the situation and managed to convince the Muslims to allow Imām al-Ḥasan [A] and alḤusayn [A] to take water to ʿUthmān.
In the end, a group from among the Muslims managed to break
into the palace. All of ʿUthmān’s family had fled, leaving him alone.
The people attacked and killed him. Thereafter they refused to
have him buried next to Rasūl Allāh [S] and the previous two caliphs. Instead his body was taken to the other end of Baqī where
the Jews buried their dead and he was buried there.

Key points
1) After ʿUmar was
stabbed, he knew he would
not survive the wounds, so
he appointed a shūrāh
council of 6 people to select his successor.
2) ʿUthmān ibn ʿAffān was
selected as the third caliph.

Summary questions

3) ʿUthmān favoured his
family, who squandered
Muslim wealth and persecuted the Muslims, especially the companions of
Rasūl Allāh [S].

1. Why did ʿUmar appoint a shūrā council?
2. Who were the six people on the council?
3. Why was Imām ʿAlī [A] not appointed caliph even though he was
the best person to lead the Muslims?
4. State any three injustices carried out by ʿUthmān during his caliphate.

4) Eventually, the Muslims
were fed up and killed
ʿUthmān. Unlike Abū Bakr
and ʿUmar, he was not allowed to be buried near
Rasūl Allāh [S].

AʾIMMAH [A]
Learning objectives
1. An introduction into the
life of Imām ʿAlī al-Naqī
al-Hādī [A]
2. How was the Imām treated by the ʿAbbasid caliphs?

Imām ʿAlī al-Naqī [A]
Imām ʿAlī al-Hādī al-Naqī [A] is our tenth Holy Imām. He was only 8
years old when his father, Imām Muḥammad al-Taqī [A], was poisoned. His most famous titles are al-Hādī (the guide) and al-Naqī
(the pure).

Key facts
Birth date: 15th Dhūʾl-Ḥijjah 212 AH in Madina.
Father:
Imām Muḥammad al-Taqī al-Jawād [A]
Mother: Sayyidah Samānah (from Morocco)
Wafāt:
3rd Rajab 254 AH. Imām is buried in Sāmarrā
After the martyrdom of Imām al-Jawād [A], the caliph appointed a
teacher called al-Jundī to educate Imām al-Hādī [A]. Al-Jundī wanted to teach the Imām to recite 10 suwar of the Qurʾān. Instead
Imām al-Hādī [A] asked him, "Ttell me, which sūrah would you like
me to recite for you?"
"Sūrat Āl ʿImrān," said al-Jundi. To his amasement, the young Imām
recited the sūrah beautifully. "Imām al-Jawād was in Baghdad and
passed away there; this boy has been alone in Madina – who taught
him all this?", he wondered.
Imām ʿAlī al-Hādī [A] then said to al-Jundi, "Would you like to hear
some of what I have learnt from my father?" The Imām began reciting aḥādīth that he heard from his father who heard from his father, all the way up to ʿAmīr al-Muʾminīn [A] who heard from Rasūl
Allāh [S]. Al-Jundi felt the light of the Imām’s knowledge penetrate
his heart and began saying to himself, "indeed, Allāh knows where
to keep His message!"
The ruling ʿAbbasid caliphs during the time of the Imām made sure
he did not have any wealth. They always tried to keep the Ahl alBayt in poverty. He also kept the Imām under house arrest and appointed spies to watch his every move. This was to ensure that the
Imām would not overthrow their rule.

Activity
List the names and titles
of the 14 Maʿṣūmīn [A].

Imām ʿAlī al-Hādī [A] therefore lived a simple life. He had an empty
room that had no furniture or worldly possessions except for a
straw mat on which he prayed ṣalāh.
He often quoted a ḥadīth from Imām ʿAlī [A]: "One whose greatest
concern is the hereafter will be content with life even without
wealth."

Imām al-Hādī [A] is summoned to Sāmarrā from Madina

Did you know?

The caliph Mutawakkil killed anyone who went
for the ziyārah of Imām alḤusayn [A] in Karbala. He
even tried to change the
direction of the river Furāt
so that it would flood and
Imām ʿAlī al-Hādī [A] went to Sāmarrā with his son Imām Ḥasan al- destroy the grave of Imām
ʿAskarī [A] and his family. When Imām reached Sāmarrā, Mutawak- al-Ḥusayn [A], but failed to
kil ordered that he should be kept in a very dirty and run-down inn. do so.
A Shīʿah came to visit the Imām and cried when he saw the condition of the place, but the Imām smiled and told him not to cry because no one can humiliate an Imām.
Imām ʿAlī al-Hādī [A] lived to see the rule of six different caliphs.
One of them was Mutawakkil. He was a cruel man who was well
known for his hatred of the Ahl al-Bayt. He knew that the Shīʿah
loved and followed Imām al-Hādī [A], and felt threatened by the
presence of the Imām in Madina. He sent Yaḥyā ibn Harthamah to
Madina and to bring the Imām to his capital in Sāmārra.

No matter how hard Mutawakkil tried, the personality of the Imām
always won people over. They felt humble before him and began
loving and following him.
One day, Mutawakkil took Imām al-Hādī [A] to a hilltop from where
thousands of armed soldiers could be seen marching in formation.
He was afraid that the Imām would overthrow him and wanted to
show the Imām his power.
Imām said to Mutawakkil, "Now look at my weapons". He raised
his eyes to the heavens and prayed to Allāh [SWT], and suddenly
the sky was filled with angels all armed as warriors. Mutawakkil fell
down and fainted out of fear of what he saw.
Key points
1) Imām ʿAlī al-Hādī al
Mutawakkil was killed by his own son Muntaṣir, who became the -Naqī [A] is our tenth Holy
next caliph.
Imām. He was born in
Madina.
Imām ʿAlī al-Hadi [A] was poisoned by the caliph Muʿtamid. All the
markets and shops were closed on the day of his wafāt, and a large 2) He was summoned to
number of Muslims gathered at the main masjid in Sāmarrā for his Sāmarrā by the ʿAbbasid
funeral. He was buried in his house in Sāmarrā as he had requested caliph Mutawakkil, who
hated the Ahl al-Bayt and
in his will.
the Shīʿah.

Summary questions
1. Who are the parents of Imām ʿAlī al-Naqī [A]?
2. What do the titles al-Naqī and al-Hādī mean?
3. How did Imām ʿAlī al-Naqī [A] prove his knowledge to al-Jundi?
4. Why did Mutawakkil summon the Imām to Sāmarrā?
5. How did the caliph Mutawakkil treat the Shīʿah of the Imām?
6. Where is Imām ʿAlī al-Naqī [A] buried?

3) Imām was outstanding in
his knowledge, prayers, piety and patience.
4) He was poisoned by the
caliph Muʿtamid and died
in Samarra, where he is
buried.

AʾIMMAH [A]
Learning objectives Imām Ḥasan al-ʿAskarī [A]
1. An introduction into
the life of Imām Ḥasan
al-ʿAskarī [A].
2. The difficult circumstances in which the
Imām lived his life.

Imām Ḥasan al-ʿAskarī [A] is our eleventh Imām. He was only 2 years
old when the caliph Mutawakkil forced his father Imām ʿAlī al-Hādī
[A] to move to Sāmarrā where he could keep a close watch on him.
Imām Ḥasan al-ʿAskarī [A] had moved to Sāmarrā with his father.

Key facts
Birth date: 8th Rabīʿ al-Thānī 232 AH in Madina
Father:
Imām ʿAlī al-Naqī al-Hādī [A]
Mother: Sayyidah Sawṣan
Wafāt:
8th Rabīʿ al-Awwal 260 AH. He is buried in Sāmarrā
Imām was well known for his calmness, chastity, generosity and nobility. He spent a lot of his life imprisoned by the ʿAbbasid caliphs.
Even though the most cruel guards were kept in charge of guarding
him, he remained patient and showed such excellent character that
the guards would change and become the best of people.

The caliph Mutawakkil once asked his guards why they had changed.
They said, "How can we be harsh to a man who fasts all day and
prays all night. He never talks or does anything but worship Allāh!"
Imām Ḥasan al-ʿAskarī [A] prepared the Shīʿah for the final Imām and
the ghaybah when people would not know the Imām’s whereabouts.
He wrote many letters to his companions explaining the ghaybah of
his son Imām al-Mahdī [A].
In a letter to ʿAlī bin al-al-Ḥusayn bin Bābwayh al-Qummī, he wrote:
"...be patient and wait for the time when the Imām will return because Rasūl Allāh [S] has said: “the best action is waiting for relief
Activity
from suffering”… our Shīʿah will continue suffering until the ẓuhūr of
Group Discussion
my son whose coming was told by Rasūl Allāh [S]. He will fill the earth
How did Imām Ḥasan alwith justice and equity after it is filled with injustice and tyranny.
ʿAskarī prepare the Shīʿah
Therefore be patient, the earth will finally belong to the righteous
for the ghaybah of his son
servants of Allāh… and salām on you and on all our Shīʿah and the
Imām al-Mahdī [A]?
mercy and blessings of Allāh, and blessings of Muḥammad [S] and his
family."

Imām Ḥasan al-ʿAskarī’s knowledge and generosity
A man called Ismāʿīl bin Muḥammad once
asked Imām Ḥasan al-ʿAskarī [A] for some
money even though he had 200 dinars
which he had saved for the future. Ismāʿīl
said to the Imām, "I swear by Allāh, I don’t
have anything, not even one dirham and
nothing to eat for lunch or dinner."
Imām told him, "Why are you swearing falsely in the name of Allāh,
when you have buried away 200 dinars?! Yet I am not saying this to
you because I don’t want to give you anything." Imām then gave
Ismāʿīl 100 dinars, which was all he had at the time. The Ahl al-Bayt
never turned anyone away.
Imām then said to Ismāʿīl, "you will never get to enjoy the 200 dinars that you have buried and you will lose it when you need it
most."
Ismāʿīl said that what the Imām had told him was true. There came
a time when he was really poor and in need but when he went to
get the money he had secretly buried, he found that it was gone.
One of his sons had seen him burying it and had stolen it.

Did you know?
Yaʿqūb Al-Kindī, a famous Muslim scientist, philosopher and mathematician
from Kūfah, was writing a
book to prove that there
were mistakes in the Qurʾān.
One day, Imām Ḥasan alʿAskarī [A] met one of alKindī’s students and gave
him some questions to ask
his teacher.
When al-Kindī heard those
questions, he asked his student where he got them
from, as they could not be
his own. The student confessed that they were from
the Imām.
Al-Kindī said, "Now you have
spoken the truth… only
someone from that house
could have come up with
this." He then burnt the book
he was writing against the
Qurʾān because the Imām’s
questions had proved to him
that he was wrong.

The ʿAbbasid caliphs knew the son of Imām al-ʿAskarī [A] was going
to be the Mahdī, who would bring peace and justice on earth. They
were afraid that Imām al-Mahdī [A] would overthrow their rule, so
they constantly spied on Imām al-ʿAskarī [A] to find out if any son
was born in his house. Imām al-Mahdī’s birth was therefore kept a
secret and only a few close companions of Imām Ḥasan al-ʿAskarī
[A] were informed of it.
Key points
1) Imām Ḥasan alTo prevent the birth of Imām al-Mahdī, the ʿAbbasid caliph eventuʿAskarī [A] is our eleventh
ally decided to poison the Imām, not knowing that his son was alImām. He was born in Madiready born. The Imām died at the age of 28. Imām al-Mahdī [A]
na and then moved to
was only 5 years old at the time, but he conducted the funeral
Sāmarrā with his father
preparations of his father and led the funeral prayers. Imām Ḥasan
Imām al-Hadī [A].
al-ʿAskarī [A] was buried next to his father Imām ʿAlī al-Hādī [A] in
2) Imām’s excellent characSāmarrā.
ter changed even the most
cruel prison guards into good
Summary questions
people.
1. Who are the parents of Imām Ḥasan al-ʿAskarī [A]?
2. Why did the ʿAbbasid caliphs constantly imprison the Imām and 3) Imām prepared the Shīʿah
spy on him?
for the ghaybah of his son
3. How did the Imām prepare his Shīʿah for the ghaybah of his son? Imām al-Mahdī [A], when
4. How did the Imām guide and change the people around him to
they would not have direct
become better Muslims?
access to their Imām.

PEOPLE IN FOCUS
Learning objectives
1. What is the day of
ʿĀshūrāʾ?
2. What happened on that
day?
3. Why was Imām alḤusayn [A] killed in
Karbalāʾ?

Imām al-Ḥusayn [A] and the day of ʿĀshūrāʾ
Imām al-Ḥusayn [A] is our third Imām. He is the son of Imām ʿAlī [A]
and Sayyidah Fāṭimah [A].
In the year 60 AH, less than 50 years after the wafāt of Rasūl Allāh
[S], Muʿāwiyah died and his son Yazīd became caliph. Yazīd was an
evil man who loved to drink alcohol and play with monkeys and
dogs. He committed every kind of sin and had no respect for Islam at
all. He forced Imām al-Ḥusayn [A] to obey and follow him, but the
Imām refused to do so. Had Imām accepted Yazīd’s caliphate, he
would have changed all the laws of Allāh [SWT]. He would have
made all sins permissible, and people would have forgotten the true
values and principles of Islam. Imām was therefore prepared to
leave his home in Madina rather than give allegiance to Yazīd.
Imām al-Ḥusayn [A] left Madina in Rajab 60 AH and first travelled to
Makkah with his family. Whilst in Makkah, he got news that Yazīd
had sent soldiers disguised as pilgrims to kill him. Imām did not want
any bloodshed in the holy city of Makkah, so he left for Kufah.
On the way to Kufah, Imām al-Ḥusayn [A] was confronted by Ḥurr and his army, who led the Imām and
his companions to Karbala. They arrived in Karbala
on 2nd Muḥarram 61 AH. By 7th Muḥarram, food and
water had run out in Imām’s camp. Yazīd’s soldiers
would not allow any food or water to reach Imām’s
family and companions.
On the 10th of Muḥarram, Yazīd’s commander in
chief gave the order to start the battle and kill Imām
al-Ḥusayn [A]. This is known as the day of ʿĀshūrāʾ.
Imām told his companions to leave Karbala to protect their lives, as
Yazīd only wanted to kill him for refusing to pay allegiance to him.
However, he had such loyal companions that they would not leave
him. They fought bravely and continued protecting him until they
were killed by Yazīd’s soldiers.

Activity
In small groups,
list the companions and
family members of Imām al
-Ḥusayn [A] you know of
who sacrificed their lives
for Islam in Karbalāʾ

Imām al-Ḥusayn’s family were not spared either. All the men and
young boys in Imām’s camp, including his six month old son ʿAlī alAṣghar, died defending him and Islam.
The tragedy of Karbalāʾ is the greatest disaster in human history. No
religion has mistreated the family of their own prophet like the socalled ‘Muslims’ of Shām and Kūfah mistreated the Ahl al-Bayt of
Rasūl Allāh [S].

Remembering Imām al-Ḥusayn [A] and his sacrifice

Did you know?

Imām al-Ḥusayn [A] taught us to be brave and never give in to a tyFor the rest of their
rant even if we have to give our lives for justice. We should always
lives, Sayyidah Zaynab [A]
remember Karbalāʾ because it gives us courage and increases our
and Imām ʿAlī Zayn allove for Imām al-Ḥusayn [A] and the Ahl al-Bayt of Rasūl Allāh [S].
ʿAbidīn [A] told others the
story of Karbala so that no
Imām al-Ḥusayn’s love for Allāh [SWT] was so intense that it is reone would forget what
ported that even in his last moments in the battlefield, as he lay
happened on the day of
alone, wounded, thirsty, bleeding and dying on the hot sands of
ʻĀshūrā’. They encouraged
Karbalāʾ, he performed sajdah to Allāh [SWT] and was heard rethe shīʿah to hold gatherciting:
ings to remember the tragI have abandoned all of creation in Your Love,
edy of Imām al-Ḥusayn [A].
And I have orphaned my children that I may come to see You;
For it they cut me to pieces because of my love for You,
My heart would still not yearn for anyone besides You!
Every Muḥarram, the Shīʿah of the Ahl al-Bayt gather in majālis to
talk about Karbalāʾ and remember the tragedy of ʿĀshūrāʾ. Imām alḤusayn [A] taught us that it is better to fight and die then to accept
an evil leader like Yazīd. He taught us how to be brave and defend
the weak against the cruel and evil leaders of the world at all times.
Imām al-Ḥusayn’s story gives inspiration to millions of people until
today, to stand up for truth and justice, and oppose evil, oppression
and injustice.
Some of the ways in
which we remember
Imām al-Ḥusayn [A] include majālis where we
learn the teachings of
Islam, recite poetry
(marthīyyah)
and
ziyārah of the Imām.
We should also spread
the message of Imām al
-Ḥusayn [A] to others as
his
teachings
are
universal.

Summary questions
1. Why did Imām al-Ḥusayn [A] refuse to pay allegiance to Yazīd?
2. Why was Imām al-Ḥusayn [A] forced to Madina?
3. Why did Imām al-Ḥusayn [A] leave Makkah and head to Kūfah?
4. Who brought Imām al-Ḥusayn [A] to Karbalāʾ?
5. What is the day of ʿĀshūrāʾ?
6. What lessons can we learn from the tragedy of Karbalāʾ?

Key points
1) After Muʿāwiyah’s
death, his son Yazīd came
to power. He loved alcohol
and had no respect for
Rasūl Allāh [S] and Islam.
2) Yazīd forced Imām alḤusayn [A] to accept him as
caliph, but Imām al-Ḥusayn
refused to do so. Imām did
not want Yazīd to destroy
all Islamic teachings.
3) Yazīd therefore ordered
the killing if Imām alḤusayn [A]. Imām was
killed in Karbalāʾ on the day
of ʿĀshūrāʾ, and the women
and children from his camp
were taken prisoners.

PEOPLE IN FOCUS
Learning objectives
1. An introduction into the
life of Sayyidah Zaynab
[A].
2. Sayyidah Zaynab’s role in
the aftermath of the
tragedy of Karbalāʾ.

Sayyidah Zaynab and the aftermath of Karbalāʾ
Sayyidah Zaynab was the eldest daughter of Imām ʿAlī ibn Abī Ṭālib
[A] and Sayyidah Fāṭimah al-Zahrāʾ [A] and therefore the granddaughter of Rasūl Allāh [S]. She was also the sister of Imām alḤasan [A] and Imām al-Ḥusayn [A]. She was married to her cousin
ʿAbd Allāh ibn Jaʿfar al-Ṭayyār. Jaʿfar was the brother of Imām ʿAlī
[A].
She was very knowledgeable, chaste and patient. During the days in
Madina, before the tragedy of Karbalāʾ, she used to hold classes for
women and teach them tafsīr of the Qurʾān and aḥādīth of Rasūl
Allāh [S]. Imām Zayn al-ʿAbidīn [A] called her ʿālimah ghayr muʿallimah (A scholar without a tutor).
She was very close to Imām al-Ḥusayn [A] and played an important
role in the Tragedy of Karbalāʾ. The Message of Imām al-Ḥusayn [A]
did not disappear in Karbalāʾ because of her and Imām Zayn alʿAbidīn [A]. She is therefore often referred to as ‘Sharīkat alḤusayn’ (the partner of al-Ḥusayn).
Imām al-Ḥusayn [A] respected and valued his sister’s piety so much
that when he was leaving her for the last time to go to the battlefield, he said to her, "do not forget me in your ṣalāt al-layl."
After the Battle of Karbalāʾ, the message of Imām al-Ḥusayn’s sacrifice was carried to Kūfah and Shām (Damascus) and back to Madina
by his son Imām ʿAlī Zayn al-ʿAbidīn [A] and his sister Sayyidah
Zaynab [A].
Imām Zayn al-ʿAbidīn [A] was too ill in Karbalāʾ to
fight with the other men. He was therefore taken
prisoner by Yazīd’s soldiers, along with the ladies
and children from Imām al-Ḥusayn’s camp in Karbalāʾ. They were taken to Kūfah and then to Shām. Sayyidah Zaynab’s sermons in front of Yazīd’s governor
ʿUbayd Allāh ibn Ziyād in Kūfah and Yazīd in Shām
were so powerful they reminded people of Imām
ʿAlī’s sermons. It is through these sermons that she
spread the message of Imām al-Ḥusayn [A].

Activity
Read the excerpts
from Sayyidah Zaynab’s
sermon in Yazīd’s palace in
Damascus. What 3 lessons
can we learn from this
sermon?

After the Ahl al-Bayt [A] were released from the prison of Yazīd in
Shām, Sayyidah Zaynab [A] held gatherings to mourn for her brother and to let everyone know what Yazīd had done to the family of
Rasūl Allāh [S]. She was one of the first ones to establish the practice of majālis to mourn the killing of Imām al-Ḥusayn [A].
She faced many hardships after the tragedy of Karbalāʾ, and passed
away in Shām (Damascus), where she is buried.

Sayyidah Zaynab in the court of Yazīd in Damascus

Did you know?

After the battle of Karbalāʾ, the women and children from Imām alḤusayn’s camp were taken prisoners. They were paraded in the
streets of Kūfah and Shām (Damascus) for show the people what
would happen to anyone who opposed Yazīd’s rule.

The name ‘Zaynab’ is
made of up two words:
Zayn (adornment or beauty) and ‘Ab’ (father).
‘Zaynab’ therefore means
When the prisoners arrived at Yazīd’s court in Damascus, he openly ‘the Adornment of her Fadeclared that he had taken revenge on the family of Muḥammad ther’. Sayyidah Zaynab was
[S] for his ancestors who had been killed in the battle of Badr.
given this beautiful name
by Rasūl Allāh [S] himself.
Sayyidah Zaynab addressed the gathering in Yazīd’s court saying:
“O Yazīd! Do you think that we have become humiliated due to the
martyrdom of our people and our own captivity? As you have
blocked all the paths for us, and we have been made captives and
are being taken from one place to another, do you think that Allāh
has taken away his blessings from us? Do you think that by killing
the godly persons you have become great and respectable and the
Almighty looks at you with special grace and kindness?
You have become boastful because you think you have won. HowḤarām of Sayyidah Zaynab
in Damascus
ever, you have forgotten what Allāh says:
The disbelievers must not think that our respite is for their good.
We only give them time to let them increase their sins. For them
Key points
there will be a humiliating torment. [3: 178]
1) Sayyidah Zainab [A]
was the daughter of Imām
O son of the freed ones! Is it justice that you keep your women in ʿAlī [A] and Sayyidah Fāṭiseclusion but have made the helpless daughters of Rasūl Allāh [S] mah [A]. She was the sister
ride on swift camels from one city to another? You have shed the of Imāms al-Ḥasan and alblood of the sons of the Holy Prophet. However, you shall go be- Ḥusayn [A].
fore Allāh soon. You shall meet your ancestors and wish you had
2) She was very close to her
not said what you’ve just said.
brother Imām al-Ḥusayn [A]
You will soon go before Rasūl Allāh [S] and see that his children are and accompanied him to
in Paradise. This is the promise which Allāh has made in the Karbalāʾ.
Qurʾān:
3) She was taken prisoner
Do not think of those who are slain for the cause of Allāh as dead. after the battle on the day
They are alive with their Lord and receive sustenance from Him.
of ʿĀshūrāʾ. She gave pow[3: 169]”
erful sermons in the court

Summary questions
1. Who are Sayyidah Zaynab’s parents?
2. How did she help spread the message of Imām al-Ḥusayn [A]?
3. Who was she married to?
4. Sayyidah Zaynab [A] had the titles ʿālimah ghayr muʿallimah and
‘sharīkat al-Ḥusayn’. What do these titles mean?
5. Where is she buried?

of Ibn Ziyād and Yazīd, reminding people of Imām alḤusayn’s stand for justice
and truth.
4) She passed away in
Shām (Damascus) and is
buried there.

PAVING THE WAY
Learning objectives

Imām al-Mahdī [A] - Signs of his reappearance

Imām al-Mahdī [A] is our living Imām. His name is Muḥammad, but
1. How do we refer to
he is never referred to by his own name. Instead, we refer to him
Imām al-Mahdī [A]?
using his titles, some of which are:
2. What are the general
 Al-Mahdī (the one guided by Allāh [SWT])
signs of reappearance of
 Al-Qāʾim (the one who will rise to establish justice)
Imām al-Mahdī [A]?
 Al-Ḥujjah (the proof of Allāh [SWT])
3. What are the definite
 Sāhib al-ʿAsr wa al-Zamān (Master of the present age and time)
signs of reappearance of
 Al-Muntaẓar (the Awaited Imām)
Imām al-Mahdī [A]?
 Baqiyyat Allāh (Allāh [SWT]’s remaining representative on
earth)
When we refer to Imām al-Mahdī [A], we say ‘ajjalalāhu taʿāla
farajahu sharīf which means "may Allāh hasten his return".
Imām al-Mahdī [A] is currently in ghaybah. The Shīʿah believe that
he lives amongst people but they do not recognise him when they
see him. He always helps and guides people without their knowing.
The ‘return’ of the Imām from ghaybah is therefore the revealing of
his true identity to people.

No one except Allāh [SWT] knows when the Imām will reappear.
However, the Aʾimmah have told us the signs that will indicate his
reappearance. Some of these signs are general, whereas others are
definite.
The general signs indicating the return of Imām talk of a world filled
with injustice such as open disbelief in Allāh [SWT], widespread
In pairs,
adultery, widespread drinking of alcohol, disobedience and disrelist as many titles of
spect of parents, the taking and giving of interest (usury), the use
Imām al-Mahdī [A]
of music and intoxicants, obsession with the world and excessive
as you know,
materialism, the lack of any sense of shame or modesty, the inabiland state what they mean. ity to distinguish good from bad and right from wrong, the rule of
oppressors and the righteous being weak in power.

Activity

The definite signs indicating dhuhoor of Imām al-Mahdī

Did you know?

These definite signs will occur very close to the time of the Imām’s
return.
 A loud shout will be heard in the heavens announcing the return
of Imām al-Mahdī [A]. Everyone will hear it and understand it in
their own language.

Sunnī Muslims also
believe in Imām al-Mahdī
[A] who is a descendant of
Imām ʿAlī [A] and Sayyidah
Fāṭimah [A]. They quote
aḥādīth from Rasūl Allāh
[S] that the world will never
come to an end until the
Mahdī comes forth and establishes peace and justice.
However, they believe the
Mahdī is to be born in the
future in time for his rising
to power.

 There

will be a lunar eclipse at the start or end of the month of
Ramaḍān, and in the same month a solar eclipse will occur in the
middle of the month.

 The sun will rise from the West.
A

man will rise from Khurāsān (Iran) and invite people to join his
army for amr bil maʿrūf and nahy ʿan al-munkar. This army will
ultimately join Imām al-Mahdī [A]. The Imāms have said that anyone who hears of al-Khurāsānī should rush to join him.

 An

evil man from the descendants of Abū Sufyān will rise to power in Syria, Palestine and Egypt. He will fight Imām al-Mahdī [A]
but will be killed. The army of Sufyānī will be "swallowed" by the
earth at a place between Makkah and Madina.

 Nabī ʿĪsāʾ [A] will return to help Imām al-Mahdī [A].
 Dajjāl

(known amongst Christians as the Antichrist) will come at a
time when people are starving all over the world and will dominate over people by demanding that they worship him in exchange for food. Nabī ʿĪsāʾ [A] will ultimately kill Dajjāl.

 The

Murder of Nafs al-Zakiyyah (the Pure Soul). A very saintly
man will be murdered in Makkah in front of the Kaʿbah between
Rukn al-Hajar (where the Black Stone is placed on the Kaʿbah)
and Maqām Ibrāhim.

Key points
1) Imām al-Mahdī
[A] is our living
Imām.
His
name
is
Muḥammad, but we refer
to him using his titles.

These are just some of the definite signs. Many other signs can be 2) When we mention his
found in books of aḥādīth.
name, we say ‘ajjalalāhu
ta’āla farajahu sharif which
means "may Allāh hasten
Summary questions
1. State any five titles of Imām al-Mahdī and state what they mean. his return".
2. Where does Imām al-Mahdī [A] live?
3. What should we say when we mention the name of Imām alMahdī [A]?
4. What are the general signs for the reappearance of the Imām?
5. What are the definite signs for the reappearance of the Imām?

3) The Aʾimmah [A] have
told us the general and
definite signs indicating the
return of Imām al-Mahdī
[A].

